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Curriculum Vitae
Professional Summary
Dedicated educator, researcher, and community outreach specialist with expertise in heirs property education, family financial planning, and community-based program development. Skilled in interdisciplinary collaboration to advance estate planning literacy, land retention, and generational wealth education. Committed to applied research, extension programming, and interdisciplinary collaboration to address real-world family and legal challenges.

Education
Doctor of Education (Ed.D.) in Community Care and Counseling
Specialization: Marriage and Family Therapy
Liberty University – Lynchburg, VA | October 2024
Master of Science in Psychology
Keiser University- Tallahassee, FL | March 2015
Bachelor of Science in Psychology
Tuskegee University- Tuskegee, AL | August 2013

Academic & Professional Experience
Heirs Property & Community Outreach Specialist
Alabama Heirs Property Alliance, Auburn University 
· Develop and lead educational workshops on estate planning, land retention, and heirs property law.
· Collaborate with attorneys, policymakers, and community leaders to increase awareness and solutions for heirs property challenges.
· Design and implement outreach initiatives to support families in resolving land title issues and preventing property loss.
· Assist families in preparing for legal consultations to reduce costs and streamline the title clearance process.


Legal Assistant
The Law Offices of Milton C. Davis 
· Conducted legal research and document preparation for estate planning and property cases.
· Assisted in client communications, case management, and trial preparation.
· Gained insight into property law, land rights, and generational wealth preservation.
Mental Health & Family Services Specialist
Lee County Youth Development Center | East Alabama Mental Health 
· Provided counseling, intervention, and case management services to youth and families.
· Developed and implemented treatment plans with a focus on family stability and conflict resolution.
· Conducted community outreach to support families in crisis, emphasizing mental health, legal education, and resource access.

Research & Teaching Interests
· Heirs Property & Estate Planning: Legal and financial strategies for land retention.
· Family Development & Intergenerational Wealth: Empowering families through financial literacy.
· Community-Based Legal Education: Programs promoting access to legal and financial literacy.
· Mental Health & Family Resilience: Trauma-informed approaches to family counseling.

Key Skills
· Heirs Property & Estate Planning Education
· Community Engagement & Program Development
· Legal Research & Policy Advocacy
· Public Speaking & Workshop Facilitation
· Qualitative, Quantitative, & Applied Research Methods


Publications 
· Mardis, J. C., & Rabinowitz, A. (2024, November 26). Navigating family conversations about heirs property this holiday season. Alabama Cooperative Extension System. https://www.aces.edu/blog/topics/farm-management/navigating-family-conversations-about-heirs-property-this-holiday-season/
· Mardis, J. C., Rabinowitz, A., Thomson, R., & Johnson, P. (2024, September 26). Preparing family landowners in Alabama for hurricanes. Alabama Cooperative Extension System. https://www.aces.edu/blog/topics/farm-management/preparing-family-landowners-in-alabama-for-hurricanes/
· Rabinowitz, A., Anderson, J., & Mardis, J. C. (2024, September 10). Land ownership and the preservation of family farm legacies. Alabama Cooperative Extension System. https://www.aces.edu/blog/topics/farm-management/land-ownership-and-the-preservation-of-family-farm-legacies/
Presentations
Developed and delivered educational sessions across Alabama on heirs property, land retention, and family communication, including:
· Legacy Risks: How Heirs Property Impacts the Future of Agricultural Land
· Understanding Heirs Property at the Community Level (30-minute, 1-hour, and 2.5-hour formats)
·  Effective Communication for Family Conversations about Heirs Property
·  Working with the Tax Office
· Family Tree and Family Conversations
·  Heirs Property: An Introduction to Genealogy
·  Heirs Property Education for Community Leaders

Professional Affiliations
· American Association for Marriage and Family Therapy (AAMFT)
· Southeastern Psychology Association (SEPA)
· Sigma Alpha Pi (National Society of Leadership and Success, NSLS)
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