AUBURN UNIVERSITY
COURSE SYLLABUS
Dr. Deborah L. Morowski

5022 Haley Center

334-844-6796

dlm0008@auburn.edu
Office Hours:  Wednesday 8:30-1:30

1.  Course Number:
CTEE 7420/7426
Course Title:
Curriculum and Teaching in Language Arts (Grades K-6)/Curriculum & Teaching  Language Arts
     Course Hours:
3 semester hours
     Prerequisites:
Admission to Graduate Program
     Corequisites:
None
2.  Date Syllabus Prepared:
Updated August 2011
3.  Text:  Reading packet available at Haley Center Bookstore.

     Additional Resources:


Standards for the English Language Arts


Alabama Course of Study for Language Arts


International Reading Association (www.reading.org) 


Additional readings as necessary to meet students’ learning needs 
Students need Internet access for Blackboard® AU Library Services, and email.
4.  Course Description:

Teaching practices and re-appraisal of selecting experiences and content for curriculum improvement in (K -6) language arts education.

5.  Student Learning Outcomes:


As a result of this course students will:
A.  Consider language arts from theoretical, practical, and research perspectives 
B. Identify best practices for language arts instruction based on current research
C.  Utilize resources for enhancing professional growth

D. Think systematically about teaching practice utilizing technology
E. Develop appropriate and effective learner-centered lessons and/or units addressing the integrated language arts
F. Participate as a member of a learning community
6.  Course Content Outline:

Students in the distance education section of this course will access class lectures asynchronously through the use of streaming media. Links to the lectures will be posted in Blackboard(. Assignments will be submitted electronically via email or on Blackboard( allowing for timely delivery and subsequent instructor response. Students will have access to the instructor via email, phone, or Internet technologies as necessary in lieu of utilizing on-campus office hours. The technology used is appropriate for this program as it provides distance education students with identical lectures and equal access to both the instructor and other students.

Week 1
Theories of Learning Related to Language Arts

Week 2
Diversity in the Language Arts classroom

Week 3, 4, 5
Examination of Reading

Week 6
Research on Reading



Week 7, 8
Examination of Writing

Week 9
Language Arts in the content areas

Week 10
Research on Writing



Week 11
Visual Literacy

Week 12
English language learners in the language arts 


Week 13, 14
Literature review

Week 15
Author Study

7.  Assignments/Projects: (Assignments listed are for M.Ed. students. Ed.S. and Ph.D. students 


may have additional reading and/or assignments to meet the need of individual learners.)

Assignment 1:  Book review (10 points)

This assignment provides an opportunity for students to explore high quality children’s literature and consider how it might be utilized in the elementary classroom. Assignment and grading criteria will be posted on the class website.
All students must access required materials and turn in assignments on the due dates diven and before class meets. Assignments may be submitted in person or via email. Students will post research information and presentations (e.g. voice-over powerpoint) to Blackboard for class access by the given due dates. Class discussions and participation will take place asynchronously on Blackboard via the threaded discussion feature.


Assignment 2:
  Reader’s Theater Script (15 points)
This assignment builds upon the students’ increased knowledge of high quality multicultural literature. Through this assignment, students will have the opportunity to utilize high quality multicultural children’s literature to create a reader’s theater script for use in the elementary classroom. Assignment and grading criteria will be posted on the class website.

All students must access required materials and turn in assignments on the due dates given and before class meets. Assignments may be submitted in person or via email. Students will post research information and presentations (e.g. voice-over powerpoint) to Blackboard for class access by the given due dates. Class discussions and participation will take place asynchronously on Blackboard via the threaded discussion feature.


Assignment 3:
  Digital Storytelling (45 points)

Utilizing technology effectively in the elementary classroom increasingly is an important skill for elementary teachers. Through the use of technology, students will explore how pictures can be used to engage reluctant readers and writers and to prompt elementary students to improve their writing skills. Finished products may be used as a model for implementing the task in an elementary classroom. Assignment and grading criteria will be posted on the class website.
All students must access required materials and turn in assignments on the due dates diven and before class meets. Assignments may be submitted in person or via email. Students will post research information and presentations (e.g. voice-over powerpoint) to Blackboard for class access by the given due dates. Class discussions and participation will take place asynchronously on Blackboard via the threaded discussion feature.


Assignment 4:  Literature Review (75 points)

This assignment provides an opportunity for students to explore extant literature on a topic of their choice related to language arts. Assignment and grading criteria will be posted on the class website.
All students must access required materials and turn in assignments on the due dates diven and before class meets. Assignments may be submitted in person or via email. Students will post research information and presentations (e.g. voice-over powerpoint) to Blackboard for class access by the given due dates. Class discussions and participation will take place asynchronously on Blackboard via the threaded discussion feature.


Assignment 5:  Author, Author/Illustrator Study  (45 points)

Students will select an author or author/illustrator of books for primary or elementary readers and prepare a paper that provides information on:  the author or author/illustrator, their body of work or one genre of their work, and at least three activities that would allow children to explore the work of this individual.

All students must access required materials and turn in assignments on the due dates diven and before class meets. Assignments may be submitted in person or via email. Students will post research information and presentations (e.g. voice-over powerpoint) to Blackboard for class access by the given due dates. Class discussions and participation will take place asynchronously on Blackboard via the threaded discussion feature.

Assignment 6:  Reading Reflection (10 points)

Students will reflect on the readings using discussion topics from the class power point presentations and their own experiences. This assignment is designed to help learners relate theory and practice and to utilize reflection to improve teaching practice.

All students must access required materials and turn in assignments on the due dates given and before class meets. Assignments may be submitted in person or via email. Students will post research information and presentations (e.g. voice-over powerpoint) to Blackboard for class access by the given due dates. Class discussions and participation will take place asynchronously on Blackboard via the threaded discussion feature.

Distance education students are expected to take all closed examinations under the supervision of an approved proctor. Examples of approved proctors include a school superintendent, a principal, or a dean or department head of a college. Proctors shall be verified and exams shall be sent directly to the proctor who will manage the examination in a secure manner, requiring students to present a picture ID.


8.  Rubric and Grading Scale:
Assignment 1: Book review (10) points)

Assignment 2: Reader’s Theater Script (15 points)

Assignment 3:
Digital Storytelling (45 points)

Assignment 4: Literature Review (75 points)
Assignment 5: Author, Author/Illustrator Study  (45 points)
Assignment 6: Professionalism (10 points)


180 – 200
A


160 – 179
B


140 – 159
C


120 – 139
D


    0 – 119
F

All components of the final grade must be completed in order to receive credit for this course, and not an incomplete grade.
9. Class Policy Statements:
A. Attendance: Students are expected to attend all classes, and will be held responsible for any content covered in the event of an absence.  
Distance education students are expected to view all classes via the archived formats and participate in all scheduled assignments and discussions by the given due dates. 
B. Excused absences: Students are granted excused absences from class for the following reasons: illness of the student or serious illness of a member of the student’s immediate family, the death of a member of the student’s immediate family, trips for student organizations sponsored by an academic unit, trips for university classes, trips for participation in intercollegiate athletic events, subpoena for a court appearance, and religious holidays. Students who wish to have an excused absence from class for any other reason must contact the instructor in advance of the absence to request permission. The instructor will weigh the merits of the request and render a decision. When feasible, the student must notify the instructor prior to the occurrence of any excused absences, but in no case shall such notification occur more than one week after the absence. Appropriate documentation for all excused absences is required. Please see the Tiger Cub for more information on excused absences.  
C. Make-Up Policy: Students who do not participate in any synchronous sessions are expected to view the archived session and post detailed notes on the Discussion section of Blackboard. Arrangement to make up a missed major examination (e.g., hour exams, mid-term exams) due to properly authorized excused absences must be initiated by the student within one week of the end of the period of the excused absences(s). Except in unusual circumstances, such as the continued absence of the student or the advent of university holidays, a make-up exam will take place within two weeks of the date that the student initiates arrangements for it. Except in extraordinary circumstance, no make-up exams will be arranged during the last three days before the final exam period begins.  
D. Academic Honesty Policy: All portions of the Auburn University student academic honesty code (Title XII) found in the Tiger Cub will apply to university courses. All academic honesty violations or alleged violations of the SGA Code of Laws will be reported to the Office of the Provost, which will then refer the case to the Academic Honesty Committee. 
E. Disability Accommodations: Students who need special accommodations in class, as provided by the Americans with Disabilities Act, should arrange for a confidential meeting with the instructor during office hours in the first week of classes (or as soon as possible if accommodations are needed immediately). The student must bring a copy of their Accommodations Letter and an Instructor Verification Form to the meeting. If the student does not have these forms, they should make an appointment with the Program for Students with Disabilities, 1288 Haley Center, 844-2096 (V/TT). 

F. Course contingency: If normal class and/or lab activities are disrupted due to illness, emergency, or crisis situation, the syllabus and other course plans and assignments may be modified to allow completion of the course. If this occurs, an addendum to your syllabus and/or course assignments will replace the original materials.  
G. Professionalism:  As faculty, staff, and students interact in professional settings, they are expected 

to demonstrate professional behaviors as defined in the College’s conceptual framework. These 

professional commitments or dispositions are listed below: 

o Engage in responsible and ethical professional practices 

o Contribute to collaborative learning communities 

o Demonstrate a commitment to diversity 

o Model and nurture intellectual vitality 

10.
Justification for Graduate Credit

This course meets the Alabama Quality Teaching Standards (AQTS) in the area of Professionalism for practicing teachers, specifically in critical analysis of research and practice in the improvement of practice in the elementary classroom. Also, students must take a leadership role in preparing, sharing, and presenting research in their area of specialization; and are evaluated in these roles and associated work and reports produced.
Graduate students take this course to: 

(1) Develop an understanding of qualitative and quantitative teacher-research, 

(2) Collect and analyze teacher research data, 

(3) Design and report on her/his own research project. 

Class Schedule




  Du    




























Topic:  Introduction to Language Arts





Wednesday


8/17








Due Today:		No assignments due			





Wednesday


8/24





Topic:   Culturally Relevant Pedagogy/ Multicultural Literature





Due Today:	  Reading: Ladson-Billings; Gay








Wednesday


8/31








Topic: Multicultural Literature/Read Aloud








Due Today:	   Reading: Santoro et al; Pilonieta & Molina OR Bass & Woo


		        Louie and 1 of following:  Al Hazza & Butcher; Hefflin; 		        DiNicolo & Franqui


   


		 	


 





Wednesday


9/7





Topic:  Reader’s Theater Scripts





Due Today:	   Reading: Work Session


		   Book Review





Wednesday


9/14





Topic:   Research Workshop





Due Today:	   Reading Reading: Reading: IRA position statement on        


  	    Developmentally Appropriate Practice @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.reading.org/resources/issues/positions_high_stakes.html" ��http://www.reading.org/resources/issues/positions_high_stakes.html�� HYPERLINK "http://www.reading.org/resources/issues/positions_high_stakes.html" ��http://www.reading.org/resources/issues/positions_high_stakes.html�


                           Reader’s Theater Script	    





Topic: Reading Research





Wednesday


9/21





Due Today:	    Work Session








Wednesday


9/28





Topic:  Utilizing Technology - Digital Storytelling








Due Today:	   Reading: Reading:  Ferster, Hammond, & Bull 


                           Research Findings (Post under the appropriate topic of the Discussion  


                           section of the Blackboard website)


			 


		   


 





Topic: Digital Storytelling 








Wednesday


10/5





Due Today:	    Reading: Work Session





Wednesday


10/12





Topic: Reading and Writing in the Content Areas





Due Today:	    Reading: Knipper & Duggan; Raphael & Au or Moss		                   


                            Digital Story





Wednesday


10/19





Topic:  Writing Research


	 








Due Today: 	        Work Session


		   


		   





Wednesday


10/26





Topic:  Visual Literacy





Due Today:	    Reading: Callow; Williams


                            Research Findings (Post under the appropriate topic of the Discussion 


                            section of the Blackboard website.)


 		    Literature review bibliography





Topic:  English Language Learners





Wednesday


11/2





Due Today:	   Reading: Mohr & Mohr; Clark


		  





Wednesday


11/9





Topic:  Literature Review





Due Today:  	   Work Session


		   Reading Reflections


		   





Topic: Literature Review





Wednesday


11/16





Due Today:	      Literature Review














Tuesday


11/23








		     Thanksgiving Break	





Tuesday 


11/30





Topic:  Author Study





Due Today: 	    Author Study 








