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CTSE 5/6010/Ash

Orientation Handout

Fall 2011 

Course:

Language Study for Teachers

Instructor:

Barbara Hoetker Ash, Associate Professor of ELA Education

Office: 
5006 Haley Center. For drop-offs, there’s a bin attached to my office door.

Office Phone: 
844-6879. There’s an answering machine.

Email address:   
ashbarb@auburn.edu

Office hours:      
Mon & Wed: 2-4. Others are by appointment only.

********************************************************************

Course regulations


Undergraduates enroll under the number 5010; graduate students under the number 6010.

Undergraduates must have junior or senior standing to take a 5000-level course, or instructor permission. See me right away if you have sophomore standing. 


Undergraduates must make a C or higher in CTSE 5010. A lower grade and the course must be taken over. CTSE 5010 is offered fall semester only.

*********************************************************************

Course specifications 


Pencil. I don’t like reading things written in pencil, but for grammatical analysis, pencil is practical to use. For this class, pencil is quite acceptable for in-class quizzes and tests, including the final. 


Word processing. Some assignments will have to be word processed. I’ll specify which ones, and I’ll expect you to follow these specifications, without being prompted to do so:

· One-inch margins

· Twelve-point font

· Double spacing 


Editing. Writing assignments should be reasonably proofread and edited, that is, made free of errors in grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling that could distract a reader from a focus on ideas.

*********************************************************************

Textbook


The textbook listed below is required. I ordered it through J & M Bookstore, not the University Bookstore. Note the edition we’re using: the 8th.

Kolln, M. & Funk, R. (2009) Understanding English Grammar, 8thth Ed. NY:Pearson. 

Please bring your textbook to each class meeting. You’ll use it as a reference source while completing exercises, quizzes, and tests.

********************************************************************

Course Content


The Alabama State Code for Teacher Education specifies “knowledge of grammatical systems” as required content for teachers of English Language Arts. In this course we focus on grammar itself, not on how to teach grammar. By grammar I mean structure, or the way words, phrases, clauses, and sentences are put together. Punctuation and usage will also be addressed.


The course content will be organized into units. An outline of the content for each unit will be presented at the start of each unit.


The units will not correspond to the chapters in the textbook; that is, we won’t be marching through the textbook, chapter by chapter. The textbook will be a reference source, and units of study may cut across chapters.

************************************************************************

Major Course Objective


By the end of the course, you should be able to analyze the structure of sentences, using knowledge (including knowledge of terms) from both linguistics and traditional grammar. “Analyze” in this context refers to accurately separating sentences and phrases into major parts, labeling correctly.

**********************************************************************

Advice


This course is so different from literature courses or from your general education courses. There is a lot of technical terminology to master. And all the tests require you to do more than recall information: they require you put your recalled knowledge to use in analysis. That’s why it is crucial for you to do more than memorize information: you have to learn PROCEDURES to follow that will allow you to analyze correctly, according to the system of analysis we’ll be using.


 From time to time, I hear this complaint: “Dr. Ash doesn’t give us the answer.” There is truth in that complaint. When asked for an answer, I typically go through the procedure for confirming a right answer and disconfirming wrong ones. If you tune out the procedure part and pay attention only to the answer to one particular problem (when the answer finally comes), you lose out. Because the answer to one particular problem won’t help you arrive at the answer to a different (through related) problem—but procedures for analysis will always be of help.


  Develop patience for working through problems of analysis. That’s the best advice I can give you for success in the course. That and reviewing DAILY the concepts we are currently working on. Constant rehearsal, I call it. 


Grammatical knowledge is cumulative. By that, I mean you have to continuously draw on and use what has come before to solve current problems. That’s why it’s crucial you are “on board” from the start. If you don’t secure your knowledge of what we start with (the concepts we study first), you’ll fall behind—because solving new problems involving new concepts depends on using the earlier knowledge.

*************************************************************

My Ground Rules


I expect students to attend all scheduled class meetings, arrive on time and not leave early, come prepared, and contribute by participating in discussions and activities.


Email. I check email while I’m in my office, typically during office hours. I typically do not check email at home in the evening or on weekends.


Absences. The university considers certain absences to be “excused,” and I abide by university guidelines. For what constitutes excused absences, see the latest edition of the AU Bulletin or the Tiger Cub.


I will take no class time to discuss an absence, so please don’t approach me at the start of class to talk about an absence. See me during office hours, or check with me by email. 


Tardies. Make every effort to be on time for class. Coming in late, no matter how quiet you try to be, will be a disruption. That’s especially true when a test or quiz is in progress. There won’t be extra time allowed if you come in late for a quiz or test.


Make-up work. If you are absent, you are still responsible for turning in work that’s due and for finding out about material presented and assignments made. As per the Tiger Cub, you are the one responsible for initiating make-up work for an excused absence. To help you in this regard, prompts for quick writes, quizzes, and other such in-class activities will be posted after class. 

Note: I do not give full credit for work missed due to an unexcused absence.


Late work. I do not give full credit for work turned in late. Work is late if it’s not ready at the start of class on the specified due date.


University rules. I abide by all university rules, including those concerning academic honesty and harassment/discrimination.


Accommodations. There are new procedures to follow for requesting special classroom accommodations. Requests must be submitted via AU Access. For more information, contact the Program for Students with Disabilities.

************************************************************************

Contingency statement


If I am to be absent from class, I will make every effort to send you an email message ahead of time (or have one sent to you by our departmental secretary).


If the university closes for emergency or crisis situation (e.g., outbreak of the H1N1 virus), I may have to modify the syllabus, the course plans, and other assignments. If this happens, I will replace the original syllabus with one having an addendum. I’ll do the same to assignments already published.

***********************************************************************

Assessment and grading


To help me make decisions about how best to help you be successful in the class, I will be paying attention to what you do and say during in-class paired or group activities. Note why I’m primarily paying attention: not to form judgments about you (or grade you), but to make decisions about what I should do next with regard to the group and for individuals. But I’ll also be alert to patterns, for example, patterns of (un)involvement.

For grading, I use a 10-point scale: 90-100, A; 89-90, B; and so on. For undergraduates, I will arrive at your end-of-semester grade following the percentages outlined below. 

	Percentage
	Category

	10%
	Exercises, quizzes, quick writes, etc.

	70%
	Tests

	20%
	Final


Quizzes. Some quizzes will be announced, some unannounced. For all quizzes you are allowed to refer to the textbook, handouts, and your notes. 

Exercises. Exercises done out of class will typically be “for credit,” rather than graded. That is, if you do the exercise and have it ready on time, you get credit. You also get credit for in-class exercises.


Tests. Some of these will be in class, some take home. For all tests you are allowed to refer to the textbook, handouts, and your notes. I do not have a set number of tests in mind, but in the past, in-class tests have been four to five. I announce test dates well in advance.

	Note: To miss an in-class test for illness, you must have a doctor’s excuse. An unexcused absence on an in-class test date equals a zero.



Final. The final is comprehensive and will be given in class. It is scheduled for Tuesday, December 6 from noon to 2:30. As with other tests, you will be allowed to refer to the textbook, handouts, and your notes.

	NOTE: You may not take the final early unless you have filed a formal petition to do so.



Graduate students fulfill all the undergraduate requirements, plus do additional work. I’ll consult with individuals to determine the additional tasks.

***********************************************************************

The College of Education’s Statement on Professionalism


As faculty, staff, and students interact in professional settings, they are expected to demonstrate professional behaviors as defined in the College’s conceptual framework. These professional commitments or dispositions are listed below:

· Engage in responsible and ethical professional practices.

· Contribute to collaborative learning communities.

· Demonstrate a commitment to diversity.

· Model and nurture intellectual vitality.

