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Shippen, RSED 7120

   Syllabus for Fall 2011
RSED 7120 Advanced Assessment in Special Education
Department of Special Education, Rehabilitation, and Counseling 
College of Education, Auburn University

Instructor: Dr. Peggy Shippen
SERC Office # 844-7676
Email: shippme@auburn.edu
Fax: 844-7677
Office Hours: by appointment AND before and after class
Class meets Thursdays from 4:00 to 6:30 PM in Haley Center 1220
Course Description

This course focuses on the design of assessment strategies for students with learning and behavior disabilities. The main purpose of this course is to determine specific instructional needs and monitor academic progress in the context of data-based academic instruction. Students will select assessments, construct assessments, administer assessments, and use assessment data to develop appropriate instructional plans as well as set goals for individualized educational programs for students with disabilities in the following areas: reading, spelling, writing, and mathematics. 

Required Text:

Hosp, M.K, Hosp., J. L., & Howell, K. W. (2007). The ABC’s of CBM: A Practical Guide to Currículum-Based Measurement. Guilford: NY, NY.
 Additional Readings/Assignments

Curriculum Based Measurement: A Manual for Teachers. Retrieved from the following site: http://www.interventioncentral.org/ and will be posted on blackboard.
Course Objectives
Upon completion of this course, teacher education students will be able to:

1. Demonstrate an understanding of core concepts in assessment such as reliability, validity, and standardization.

2. Interpret records of student progress documented by formal and informal assessment strategies.

3. Demonstrate an understanding of data collected from formal and informal assessment procedures and instruments.

4. Use information from formal and informal assessment procedures to design goals for individualized educational programs.

5. Use performance data to make appropriate modifications to instructional programs and strategies.

6. Administer and interpret assessment procedures for a variety of curricular areas.

7. Demonstrate ways in which technology can assist with planning and managing assessment in the learning environment.

Alabama Quality Teaching Standards to be addressed include:
	(2)(c)5.(i)
	Knowledge of the purposes, strengths, and limitations of formative and summative assessment and of formal and informal assessment strategies.

	(2)(c)5.(iii)
	Knowledge of measurement-related issues such as validity, reliability, norms, bias, scoring concerns, and ethical uses of tests and test results.

	(3)(c)3.(i)
	Knowledge of the role that mathematics plays in everyday life.

	(3)(c)3.(ii)
	Knowledge of the concepts and relationships in number systems.

	(3)(c)3.(iii)
	Knowledge of the appropriate use of various types of reasoning, including inductive, deductive, spatial and proportional, and understanding of valid and invalid forms of reasoning.

	(3)(c)3.(iv)
	Knowledge of both metric and customary measurement and fundamental geometric concepts, including shapes and their properties and relationships.

	(5)(c)3.(ii)
	Knowledge of Alabama's state assessment requirements and processes.


Policies and Procedures

Attendance:  Students are expected to attend class and participate in class discussions and activities. According to the Auburn University Bulletin: “Specific policies regarding class attendance are the prerogative of individual faculty members.  Faculty shall inform each class in writing at the beginning of the course regarding the effect of absences on the determination of grades.”
Assignments: All written assignments are expected to conform to the current style manual of the American Psychological Association (APA). Written assignments completed outside of class are expected to be typewritten, grammatically accurate, and free of spelling and typographical errors. Assignments are to be of a quality that would be expected of a professional. All assignments must be turned in the day each are due and during the regularly scheduled class time. Assignments must be turned in by the student completing the assignment.

No late assignments will be accepted unless accompanied by a university approved excuse. If a student misses turning in an assignment and has a university approved excuse, he or she will have one week from the time he or she returns to class to turn in the assignment.

NOTE: Any assignments completed and/or submitted that do not comply with the above requirements will be returned and will not be accepted for credit.
Exams: Arrangements to make up missed examinations due to properly authorized excused absences shall be initiated by the student within one week from the end of the period of the excused absence. Normally, a make up exam shall occur within two weeks from the time the student initiates arrangements for it.
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: Students who need accommodations are asked to arrange a meeting during office hours the first week of classes, or as soon as possible if accommodations are needed immediately. If you have a conflict with my office hours, an alternate time can be arranged. To set up this meeting, please contact me by e-mail (shippme@auburn.edu). Bring a copy of your Accommodation Memo and an Instructor Verification Form to the meeting. If you do not have an Accommodation Memo but need accommodations, make an appointment with The Program for Students with Disabilities, 1244 Haley Center at 844-2096.

Classroom Behavior and Honesty: Students are expected to read and adhere to all classroom polices in the Auburn University’s Tiger Cub regarding classroom behavior and honesty.

Course Assignments and Requirements

Class Attendance and Participation (10 points): 
Students will be developing assessments and working in learning groups during several of the class sessions; therefore, class attendance and participation is important.

Content Exams (2 @ 20 points for 40 points): 
Major concepts will be presented during the class sessions of the course. Your ability to understand and use this knowledge is vital to your ability to attain course objectives.

Assessment Portfolio (50 points total) consisting of the following:
The portfolio will be conducted in student pairs and have 2 primary components (A and B) below:
A. Curriculum-Based Measures (CBMs): 
Students will pair to select or develop informal assessments in the academic areas of 
(1) reading decoding/fluency /words per minute, errors, and wcpm (5 probes)
(2) reading comprehension/ percent correct on maze (5 probes)
(3) spelling/correct letter sequences and words spelled correctly (5 probes)
(4) written expression/ total words written and correct word sequences (5 probes)
5) math computation or math problem-solving/correct digits and correct answers (5 probes)
(12.5 pts for administration (.5 each) and 7.5 pts for interpretation = 20 pts for CBMs)
For the CBMs in PART A, student pairs are required (a) to conduct these informal assessments with a school-age student including the scripted procedures used and scoring outcomes in the portfolio, AND (b) to interpret the CBMs for instructional planning. Data must be presented in tables or graphs along with the written interpretation of skills or deficits predicted from the CBMs. 
B. Standardized Assessments (25 points): 

School-Age Student Assessment (15 points)

Students will pair to administer, score, and interpret the results of the following standardized 
assessments given to a school-age student.
· Kaufman Test of Educational Achievement (KTEA)
· Kaufman Brief Intelligence Test (K-BIT)
· Test of Written Spelling (TWS-4)

· Vineland Adaptive Behavior Scales (VABS) or the Behavior Assessment Scale for Children (BASQ)

Classmate Assessments (10 points)


Woodcock Reading Mastery Test-Revised (WRMT-R)


Scholastic Abilities Test for Adults (SATA)
Students will also administer, score, and interpret the 2 assessments above for a classmate. 
Portfolio Quality (5 points): Overall quality of portfolio including content and organization.
All assessments will be obtained in the LRC with the exception of the SATA and TWS.  
Evaluation Procedure: Students will earn points for each assignment. Grades will be awarded based on the following scale:

	Grading Scale
	
	Assigment Values (Total of 100)

	A
	90-100
	
	Attendance  & Participation
	10

	B
	80-89
	
	Quizzes 2 X 20pts
	40

	C
	70-79
	
	CBMS (Part A)
	20

	D
	60-69
	
	Standardized (Part B)
	25

	
	
	
	Portfolio Quality
	5


Course Schedule
Note: The assignments and due dates are tentative and subject to revisions and changes.

	DATE
	TOPICS
	READINGS
	ASSIGNMENT DUE 

	8/18
	Overview of Course
	
	Give out SATA

	8/25
	Measurement and Assessment
	Measurement & Assess.
(readings on BB)
	**** Meet in the LRC 
at 4:00****

	9/1
	Standardized Assessment in Reading and Overall Achievement 
	Examiner’s Manual for 
KTEA & WRMT-R
	Bring KTEA & WRMT-R easel and manual to class

	9/8
	Curriculum Based Measurement 
	CBM & Aimsweb (BB)
Hosp Ch. 1 & 2
	

	9/15
	Intelligence Testing

Adaptive Behavior/Behavior
	Aptitude Tests & Adaptive Behavior (BB)
	Bring KBIT & VABS & BASC Manuals

	9/22
	Assessing Reading
	Hosp Ch. 3 & 4

CBM Manual  (BB)
	WRMT and CBMs

	9/29
	Assessing Spelling
	Hosp Ch. 5
	TWS

	10/6
	Content QUIZ 1 covers content through 10/8/09

	10/13
	Assessing Writing 
	Hosp Ch. 6

CBM Manual 
	 

	10/20
	Assessing Math 
	Hosp Ch. 7

CBM Manual
	

	10/27
	Charting & Graphing Data
	Hosp Ch. 8 & 9
CBM Manual
	

	11/3
	Assessment/Eligibility in Special Ed
	Alabama Administrative Code 
	

	11/10
	Release Day to Work on Portfolio

	
	Content QUIZ 2

	11/21-25
	Thanksgiving Holiday (

	12/1
	Portfolio Due
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