Auburn University

Department of Special Education, Rehabilitation, Counseling/School Psychology

1.
COURSE NUMBER:
RSED 5060/6060/6066
Title:


Introduction to Moderate and Severe Disabilities  
Credit Hours:
3 semester hours
Prerequisites:

None
2.
Term:


Fall 2014
Day/Time:

Tuesday 4:00-6:20

Place:


Haley 2435
Instructor: 
Vanessa Hinton

Instructor contact information:


Office: Haley Center 1234D

Email: vmh0002@tigermail.auburn.edu **best way to contact me


Phone: 334- 844-7694 

Office hours: TBA

DATE SYLLABUS PREPARED: updated August 2014
3.  
TEXT:


Collins, B.C., (2007). Moderate and severe disabilities: A foundational approach. 2nd Ed.  NJ: Pearson Education.
4.

COURSE DESCRIPTION: The purpose of this course is to present the major concepts and issues related to individuals with moderate and severe disabilities. A variety of topics, ranging from historical developments in the field to research- based teaching procedures for individuals with moderate and severe disabilities will be discussed. In-depth analysis of selected topics will be accomplished through lectures, student presentations, and course assignments.

5.  

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES: Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:
1. Demonstrate knowledge of physical, sensory, communication, cognitive, and behavioral disabilities and their impact on learning and curriculum development. (1)(a)(1)
2. Demonstrate knowledge of the needs of and management techniques for students who have communicable diseases and medical diagnoses or who are considered medically fragile and the adverse effect of these conditions on learning and family functioning. (1)(a)(6)
3. Demonstrate knowledge of medications, administration of medications and school healthcare procedures that have been determined educationally relevant. (1)(a)(7)
4. Provide definitions, characteristics, incidence, prevalence, and etiology of moderate and severe disabilities including mental retardation, learning disabilities, and emotional or behavioral disorders.

5. Describe the impact of cognitive and affective manifestations of moderate and severe disabilities on learning, curriculum and program development, and needed services and supports. 

6. Describe technological advances and their impact on individuals with moderate and severe disabilities.

7. Identify the mandates of PL 94-142 and other legislation and their impact on services provided to individuals with moderate and severe disabilities. 

8. Discuss the full continuum of least restrictive environments for individuals with moderate and severe disabilities.

9. Identify resource agencies that provide personnel and services for improving and strengthening educational, community, and vocational programs for individuals with moderate and severe disabilities.

10. Identify cultural and socioeconomic factors and their impact on eligibility and programming. 

11. Identify and discuss the kinds and purposes of assessments given to individuals with moderate and severe disabilities.  

12. Discuss social and emotional aspects of children and adults with moderate and severe disabilities.

13. Discuss major controversies and future trends in moderate and severe disabilities. 

6. COURSE CONTENT OUTLINE: 

Distance Education Participation: Distance learning students will have access to the instructor via Canvas chat room during live class sessions.  Distance learning students are encouraged to post questions on the discussion board at any time and to respond to messages posted by their distance learning peers and the instructor.  Students are required to watch class prior to the next live class session.  


The instructor will be available via tigermail and Canvas chat room during office hours.  

	Class
	Topics
	Readings/assignments

	1


	Course Overview

Introduction to Moderate and Severe Disabilities
	

	2


	Building a Foundation

· Terms

· Issues and Challenges
	Chapter 1 (pp. 2-25) 

Chapter 2 (pp. 26-45)

	3


	Building a Foundation

· Working with Families

· Appropriate Education Foundations
	Chapter 3 (pp. 46-71)  

Chapter 4 (pp. 72-91)



	4


	Creating Appropriate Programming

· Functional and Age-Appropriate Skills


	Chapter 5 (pp. 94-117) 



	5

	Creating Appropriate Programming

· Systematic Instruction
	Chapter 6 (pp. 118-145)



	6

	Exam 1
Chapters 1-6


	


	7

	Creating Appropriate Programming

· Inclusion and Collaboration

· Community-Based Instruction


	Chapter 7 (pp. 146-177) 

Chapter 8 (pp. 178-199)



	8
	Creating Appropriate Programming

· Students with Medical Needs


	Chapter 9 (pp. 200-223) 

IRIS Module (UG and Grad)

	9

	Creating Appropriate Programming

· Challenging Behaviors


	Chapter 10 (pp. 224-249)



	10
	Creating Appropriate Programming

· Planning for Lifespan


	Chapter 11 (pp. 250-275)



	11

	Creating Appropriate Programming

· Work and Community Living

Life Issues

· Human Rights
· Self-Determination
	Chapter 12 (pp. 276-300)

Chapter 13 (pp. 302-335) 

Chapter 14 (pp. 336-350)



	12

	Review Exam 2

Chapters 7-14

	

	13
	Exam 2
	

	14
	Review for final
	

	15
	Final TBA
	


7. ASSIGNMENTS/PROJECTS:


General Course Requirements (See point values in tables below.)
Students are required to: a) successfully complete all required projects and give to the instructor no later than the date designated for each project, b)take and pass all required exams, c)attend class and participate in class discussions and activities, and d) read assigned materials prior to attending classes.  
Students will respond to at least two (2) examinations during the semester and complete projects described below.  The date for a final exam is TBD based on the university calendar.

Course Assignments for Undergraduate Students
1.  Resource Portfolio: Students will investigate the community resources available to individuals with developmental disabilities and their families within or near the community in which they plan to teach. Using this information, students will develop a portfolio summarizing these resources.  Students will share the portfolio with the entire class and turn it in for grading.  A grading rubric will be provided. Please consult the rubric before beginning your portfolio. Community resources must include:

· Advocacy/support organizations and services provided

· Recreation and leisure opportunities 

· Transition and employment services
2.  Interview: Students will interview a person with a moderate or severe disability, a parent or other family member of a person with a moderate or severe disability, or a teacher of individuals with moderate or severe disabilities. The interview should address daily routines and supports related to physical activities, behavioral interactions, functional/academic tasks, and social/personal activities. Students will submit via Canvas assignment link a two-three page typed summary and reaction paper from this interview.
3.   Article Summary: Students will summarize and react to a research article. Summary and reaction papers should be 2 to 3 pages and should clearly delineate summary and reaction sections. The APA citation for the article should be listed at the top of the first page. Articles should be dated 2000 to present and should be retrieved from one of the following journals: Education & Training in Developmental Disabilities or Focus on Autism or Other Developmental Disabilities.  Summaries and a scanned copy of the entire article will be submitted via Canvas assignment link.

4.   IRIS Module: Students will complete the IRIS Module Working with Your School Nurse: What general education teachers should do to promote educational success for students with health needs.  You will need Quicktime in order to access all components of the module.  Students will submit via Canvas assignment link their typed answers to the (1) Initial Thoughts Questions and (2) Assessment Questions (1-4).  Students should label the sections, type the questions, and answer questions in complete sentences. http://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/nur02_schoolnurse/chalcycle.htm . You should test the link prior to the due date to be sure you can access the module.  Any problems should be reported to me in advance.
Course Assignments for Graduate Students

1.  Research Paper: Students will choose a topic related to individuals with moderate and severe disabilities. Students will find 3 or more journal articles related to their topic and synthesize their findings in a paper. The paper should be at least 5 pages (not including the cover page and reference page) and written according to APA conventions. An electronic copy of the articles should accompany the paper. Paper and scanned articles will be turned in via Canvas assignment link.  Articles should be dated 2000 to present and 2 of the articles should be retrieved from one or both of the following journals: Education & Training in Developmental Disabilities or Focus on Autism or Other Developmental Disabilities.
2.  IRIS Module: Students will complete the IRIS Module Working with Your School Nurse: What general education teachers should do to promote educational success for students with health needs.  You will need Quicktime in order to access all components of the module.  Students will submit via Canvas assignment link their typed answers to the (1) Initial Thoughts Questions and (2) Assessment Questions (1-4).  Students should label the sections, type the questions, and answer questions in complete sentences. http://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/nur02_schoolnurse/chalcycle.htm.  You should test the link prior to the due date to be sure you can access the module.  Any problems should be reported to me in advance.
8. GRADING AND EVALUATION: Final grades will be based on the following:
Grading Scale:

90-100      = A

80-89        = B

70-79        = C

60-69        = D

0-59         = F
Undergraduate Grading and Evaluation:

	2 Exams @ 30 points

Community resource portfolio
Interview

Article Summary

IRIS Module
	60 pts

10 pts

10 pts

10 pts

10 pts

	Total 
	100 pts


Graduate Student Grading and Evaluation:

	2 Exams @ 30 points

Research Paper

IRIS Module
	60 pts

30 pts

10 pts

	Total 
	100 pts


9.  CLASS POLICY STATEMENTS: 
Attendance: Students are expected to attend all classes and will be held responsible for any content covered in the event of an absence.  Distance learning students should post to the discussion board or chat room each week to verify attendance.
Excused Absences: Students are granted excused absences from class for the following reasons: illness of the student or serious illness of a member of the student’s immediate family, the death of a member of the student’s immediate family, trips for student organizations sponsored by an academic unit, trips for university classes, trips for participation in intercollegiate athletic events, subpoena for a court appearance, and religious holidays. Students who wish to have an excused absence from class for any other reason must contact the instructor in advance of the absence to request permission. The instructor will weigh the merits of the request and render a decision. When feasible, the student must notify the instructor prior to the occurrence of any excused absences, but in no case shall such notification occur more than one week after the absence. Appropriate documentation for all excused absences is required. 
Make-Up Policy: Arrangement to make up a missed major examination (e.g., hour exams, mid-term exams) due to properly authorized excused absences must be initiated by the student within one week of the end of the period of the excused absences(s). Except in unusual circumstances, such as the continued absence of the student or the advent of university holidays, a make-up exam will take place within two weeks of the date that the student initiates arrangements for it. Except in extraordinary circumstance, no make-up exams will be arranged during the last three days before the final exam period begins.
Academic Honesty Policy: All portions of the Auburn University student academic honesty code will apply to university courses. All academic honesty violations or alleged violations of the SGA Code of Laws will be reported to the Office of the Provost, which will then refer the case to the Academic Honesty Committee. 
Disability Accommodations: Students who need special accommodations in class, as provided by the Americans with Disabilities Act, should arrange for a confidential meeting with the instructor during office hours in the first week of classes (or as soon as possible if accommodations are needed immediately). The student must bring a copy of their Accommodations Letter and an Instructor Verification Form to the meeting. If the student does not have these forms, they should make an appointment with the Office of Accessibility, 1228 Haley Center, 844-2096 (V/TT). 
Course contingency: If normal class and/or lab activities are disrupted due to illness, emergency, or crisis situation, the syllabus and other course plans and assignments may be modified to allow completion of the course. If this occurs, and addendum to your syllabus and/or course assignments will replace the original materials. 

Professionalism: As faculty, staff, and students interact in professional settings, they are expected to demonstrate professional behaviors as defined in the College’s conceptual framework. These professional commitments or dispositions are listed below:

• Engage in responsible and ethical professional practices

• Contribute to collaborative learning communities

• Demonstrate a commitment to diversity

• Model and nurture intellectual vitality

Assignments: All assignments should be typed and prepared in a professional manner (e.g., neat, correct grammar, spelling), following APA guidelines. Additionally, assignments are due on the date listed in the syllabus at the beginning of class unless otherwise noted. There is no credit for late assignments; any assignment turned in after the beginning of the class period on the assigned due date will be assigned a grade of 0. Exceptions are at the discretion of the instructor in cases of verified university approved absences. If a student misses turning in an assignment and has a university approved excuse, he or she will have one week from the time he or she returns to class to turn in the assignment.  Electronic assignments should be in one of the following formats: .doc, .docx, .rtf.
Electronics: The use of cell phones during class is not permitted.  Laptops may only be used for purposes related to the class (i.e. taking notes, completing IRIS modules).
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