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Auburn University requires a dissertation for all Ph.D. and Ed.D. degrees and a thesis for many master's degrees. The dissertation or thesis demonstrates creativity, dedication, and ability to work independently. It should make a significant scholarly contribution. A dissertation or thesis must be the result of the student's own research, analysis, and writing, and generally must be the work of a single author. When at least two articles prepared for publication in a professional journal or journals are included in a dissertation or thesis, multiple authorship may be permitted if the student is the primary author. In such cases, the student must demonstrate to the Graduate School that the secondary author or authors made a significant contribution. 

All dissertations and theses must meet the requirements of the Graduate School. The purpose of this Guide is to explain and demonstrate those requirements, to direct the student in following the required steps, and to help the student comply with the necessary deadlines. 

This Guide includes several examples from actual theses and dissertations on file at Ralph Brown Draughon Library. 

Universities require thesis and dissertation students to publish the results of their research. Traditionally this has been done through University Microfilms International (a division of ProQuest).  Recently, however, more and more universities are requiring or allowing such students to publish the results of their research (the thesis or dissertation) on the World Wide Web.  Publishing theses and dissertations electronically makes research results known around the world easier and faster, while reducing the cost of publishing research results for the authors of theses and dissertations.

Auburn University graduate students are required to demonstrate competency in electronic publication and must submit their theses/dissertations/projects through AUETD (the Auburn University Electronic Thesis and Dissertation library). AUETD allows a student's work to be viewed freely by anyone on the World Wide Web, or he or she may choose to limit access for up to three years

RESPONSIBILITIES  

The Student 

The student works under the guidance of a major professor with a committee of faculty members. However, the obligations of research, accuracy, writing, and quality rest with the student. 

The student's minimum responsibilities include: 

1. Thorough and original research and analysis. 

2.  Organizing and presenting well-written material accurately and usefully in clear and correct English. Only students majoring in a foreign language may prepare a thesis or dissertation in a language other than English, and then all prefatory material must be in English. 

3. Following correct form in quotations, footnotes or endnotes, bibliographical entries, and illustrative materials. 

4. Presenting a manuscript meeting the requirements of the department as well as the Graduate School. 

5. Making all corrections suggested by the examining committee and required by the Graduate School. 

6. Checking final copy for errors before the final examination. 

7. Seeing that all steps toward final approval are taken on time, including the filing of the necessary forms as outlined in this guide. 

8. Insuring that the work is entirely the student's own except where reference is made to the work of others. 

9. Ensuring that the work does not include proprietary or classified information. 

The student should not use a previously approved dissertation or thesis as a model because requirements may have been changed since its approval, leading the student to incorrect work that will have to be redone. 

The Major Professor and the Committee 

The major professor will guide the student on research, analysis, writing, and other scholarly aspects of the work. Members of the student's committee contribute, but the primary responsibility is that of the major professor.  Submission of a thesis or dissertation is defined as the time at which the first complete draft of such is submitted to the major professor for review.  The major professor and all committee members read the manuscript critically. Each may suggest improvements and refuse approval pending additional work. When committee members and the major professor sign the Approval Page, they certify that the thesis or dissertation is clear and accurate, that it represents an original and worthwhile contribution, that the suggestions made by them are incorporated into the final work, and that the work conforms to the standards of Auburn University and to Graduate School specifications. 

No faculty member will sign a dissertation or thesis until it is of foremost quality and meets all requirements. 

The major professor and committee members must sign their names personally. There can be no temporary substitute members and no other person may sign a committee member's name on an Approval Page, even with the authorization of the committee member involved and the major professor. Any exceptions occasioned by unusual circumstances require Graduate School approval. 
  

The Graduate School 

The evaluator in the Thesis and Dissertation Office of the Graduate School assesses overall quality of each thesis and dissertation. The evaluator sees that all necessary steps are taken and deadlines met. 

The signature of the Graduate School dean, or a representative appointed by him, is required on approval pages of all dissertations and theses to signal final approval by Auburn University. The signature is obtained by the thesis and dissertation evaluator.  
STEPS TO AN APPROVED DISSERTATION  

Following written examinations, the student obtains Form A--application for the general oral examination--from the Graduate School and returns it filled out to the Graduate School at least one week--five working days-- before the day on which the examination is to be held. 

After passing these examinations, the student researches and prepares the dissertation under the guidance of the major professor with the advice of members of the student's committee. The first draft is submitted to the major professor, who may deem it satisfactory or may make corrections and suggestions for further work. When the major professor is satisfied with the dissertation, a copy of the manuscript is circulated among the committee members, who also may suggest corrections or further work. The student then prepares a draft incorporating all the suggested changes. The committee approves it by signing the Dissertation First Draft Approval Form, a form the student may download from the Graduate School website. 

The student takes the approved dissertation, including the approval form, to the Thesis and Dissertation Office along with a memorandum from the major professor recommending three to five nominees to serve as the outside reader. The Graduate School will select an outside reader as its representative to review the dissertation and to serve on the student's committee during the final examination. The outside reader normally is chosen after the student presents the dissertation to the Thesis and Dissertation Office, but one will be appointed by the Graduate School at any time the major professor desires, including at the beginning of the student's program.  For more information, see "Outside Readers for Dissertations" on the Graduate School website. 

When the outside reader returns the dissertation to the Graduate School, the thesis and dissertation evaluator will review the format. The student will be notified when to pick up the dissertation so that the outside reader's comments and suggestions and any format errors may be addressed. Along with the dissertation, the student then will be given a Survey of Earned Doctorates and a booklet on publishing dissertations, which includes the microfilming agreement form. 

Form X, which will be mailed to the major professor, must be completed and returned to the Thesis and Dissertation Office at least one week--five working days--before the day the final examination is to be held. The final examination should be scheduled after the first draft of the dissertation has been approved by the Graduate School and before the deadline required for graduation. 

The student prepares the three final copies incorporating all required changes and submits them to the Thesis and Dissertation Office. There must be three original copies of the approval page.  Each member of the committee must sign all three. 

The Survey of Earned Doctorates and the microfilming agreement form are returned with all three corrected final copies of the dissertation. The microfilming agreement is mandatory. 

The Graduate School requires three copies of the dissertation to be bound. Two will be retained by the department and one by the student. The official university copy is submitted to ProQuest electronically through AUETD. The student is responsible for any additional bound copies, which can be acquired through CopyCat or copy/binding services. The student bears the responsibility and expense for the three copies of the dissertation and pays a modest fee ($21 for binding and $60 for ProQuest processing in 2005) at Student Financial Services for binding and processing. To prevent identity theft, please include signature and copyright pages without actual signatures in your AUETD PDF file when you submit your electronic thesis. 

Each of the three copies delivered to the Thesis and Dissertation Office must be its own file folder or, if too thick, in its own box. 

If the student intends to copyright through ProQuest, the copyright data on the microfilming agreement form must be filled out and signed, and a certified check or money order for $45 payable to ProQuest must accompany the form. An extra copy of the title page and abstract must be included. 

Auburn University graduate students are required to demonstrate competency in electronic publication and must submit their theses/dissertations/projects through AUETD (the Auburn University Electronic Thesis and Dissertation library). AUETD allows a student's work to be viewed freely by anyone on the World Wide Web, or he or she may choose to limit access for up to three years
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