Course Number:
CTSE 7900


Course Title:
Independent Study


Credit Hours:
3 semester hours (may be repeated for credit not to exceed 6 hours)


Prerequisites:
Departmental approval


Corequisites:
None

 Instructor:






 

Dr. Jada Kohlmeier



Tel: 
844-3834 (office)





5064 Haley Center




844–4434 (department)




kohlmjl@ auburn.edu







Required Texts and Readings:

1. Oliver, Donald & Shaver, James (1966). Teaching Public Issues in the High School. Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin Co. 

2. Newmann, Fred & Oliver, Donald (1970). Clarifying Public Controversy: An approach to teaching social studies. Boson, MA: Little, Brown and Company.

3. Hess, D.E. & McAvoy, P. (2015). The Political Classroom: Evidence and Ethics and Democratic Education. New York: Routledge.
4. Selected readings determined by instructor and student.
Course Description:

This course is designed to give students an opportunity to pursue topics of special interest that extend learning in other courses the students have taken or that are not treated in other course offerings. Students’ learning efforts are guided toward completion of objectives in the plan through regularly scheduled conferences with the professors.  The main objective will be to familiarize the student with current research in the field of secondary social studies education.
The approved project/product/research/activity associated with independent study should require at least 30 hours of documented work for each one (1) hour of assigned credit. 

Course Objectives: 

1.
Consider arguments for a problem-based rationale for social studies.

2.
Relate the knowledge base on higher-order thought and student engagement to the design of effective social studies learning environments.

3.
Examine current research about knowledge and learning and relate findings to problem-based social studies teaching practices. 

4.
Assess the potential of technology tools and resources for facilitating student engagement and thoughtfulness in the social studies.

5.
Design engaging, thoughtful problem-based social studies curriculum materials and activities.

Course Content:

This course explores the design and implementation of effective problem-based learning environments in the social studies. Students will read and critique literature selected by the professor, review related literature, and develop and present a problem-based technology design project that addresses specific learner challenges in the social studies. Among the questions to be addressed: Why do problem-based inquiry in history (PBHI)? Why is PBHI so hard to do? How do we focus & engage students and keep them that way? How do we nurture historical thinking? How do we help students build a complex model of a historical event? How can we expand critical reasoning about a social issue? How can we encourage students to genuinely entertain perspectives different from their own? How can we encourage effective collaborations? How can we use assessment to support more effective PBHI?
Course Requirements:

8/23 
Orientation

8/31
Oliver & Shaver Part I

Oliver, Newmann, Singleton

9/7
Oliver & Shaver Part II

Saye/Brush 2004 Book Chapter - PBHI

9/14
Oliver & Shaver Part III


Persuasive Campaign Video Case EdTPA Scoring

9/21
Newmann & Oliver Part I


Khong

9/28
Newmann & Oliver Part II

10/5
Newmann & Oliver Part III


Congressional Hearing Video Case Analysis

10/11
Hess Part I


Wineburg


Curriculum Proposal Discussion 

10/19
Hess Part II


Curriculum Proposal Discussion

10/26
Hess Part III


OHS SCOTUS Video case EdTPA Scoring


Curriculum Proposal Discussion

11/2
Curriculum Proposal Presentation

11/9
Work on project

11/15
Work on project

11/29
Show draft of Curriculum Proposal

12/6
Show final Curriculum Proposal
Course Evaluation

1. Class meeting discussions/Presentations

up to 50 points

2. Problem-based Technology Design Project Proposal
up to 10 points

3. Problem-based Technology Design Project

up to 40 points

Students will receive an S (Satisfactory) or U (Unsatisfactory) for the course. Satisfactory grades will be assigned only to those students earning at least 80 points.

Class Policy Statements:
Due to the cooperative nature of this course, regular attendance and participation are essential.  Provision for excused absences will be made according to the criteria outlined in the Student Policy eHandbook:  www.auburn.edu/studentpolicies.

"Students who need accommodations are asked to electronically submit their approved accommodations through AU Access and to arrange a meeting during office hours the first week of classes, or as soon as possible if accommodations are needed immediately. If you have a conflict with my office hours, an alternate time can be arranged. To set up this meeting, please contact me by e-mail. If you have not established accommodations through the Office of Accessibility, but need accommodations, make an appointment with the Office of Accessibility, 1228 Haley Center, 844-2096 (V/TT)."
All portions of the Auburn University Honesty Code found in the Student policy eHandbook will apply to this class.

Justification for Graduate Credit
This course will allow individual graduate students to pursue in-depth study of advanced topics within their respective areas of specialization.  Although guided by the professor at periodic checkpoints, the course requires independent work of the student to design, develop, and produce a product for presentation and examination.
Contract 
for 

Independent Study

CTSE 7900 Independent Study in Social Science Education.

Instructor: Dr. Jada Kohlmeier

Term: Fall 2017

Student: Nicholas Phillips 

Date: August 2, 2017 
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(Student)




   (Date)






(Professor)




   (Date)

The following work will be completed as a result of this independent study:

1.
Read and critique literature assigned by professor. Discuss critiques at regularly scheduled meetings.

2.
Identify a problem in social studies learning that might be mitigated with technology-supported curriculum. Review relevant literature associated with the problem and possible problem solutions. Complete a written literature review.

4. Design and present a problem-based technology design project that is grounded in current research and practice.


5. Design and present a problem-based application literature review grounded in current research.

