CTSE 7530: Program Organization: Social Science Education – Fall 2022
Mondays 4:00-6:00 pm Zoom
	Instructor
	Contact Information
	Office Hours

	Dr. Jada Kohlmeier
	5064 Haley Center

Office:
334-844-3834

Cell:
334-633-5192

kohlmjl@auburn.edu

	M 1:00-3:00 pm

T 11:00 am - 12:30 pm

F 9:00 -11:00 am
and by appointment


Goals of the Course:

CTSE 7530 examines historical and current theories of social studies curriculum and best approaches for preparing competent citizens to preserve a participatory, pluralistic democracy.

1. Assess the mission of social studies and the teaching of history.

2. Examine current research about knowledge and learning and relate findings to social studies teaching practices.

3. Examine proposals for reform on social studies curriculum design and instructional practices in light of research on knowledge and learning.

4. Examine current research on higher-order thought, historical thinking and student engagement and relate findings to social studies teaching practices.

5. Examine various theories of curriculum and assess their potential for promoting student engagement and thoughtfulness in the social studies.

6. Design engaging, thoughtful social studies curriculum materials and activities to prepare students for transformative citizenship in a participatory, pluralistic democracy.


Required Texts and Readings:

Dewey, John (1938).  Experience and Education.  New York, NY:  Macmillan Publishing Company.

Evans, Ronald W. (2004).  The Social Studies Wars:  What Should We Teach the Children?  New York, 


NY:  Teacher’s College Press.

Sizer, Theodore (1992).  Horace’s School:  Redesigning the American High School.  New York, NY:  


Houghton Mifflin Company.

Selected readings available through Canvas.
General policies:

1. Assignments are due on announced dates.  Unexcused late assignments are unacceptable.

2. Attendance is required.  Please be on time.

3. Texts are heavily used in class.  Bring ALL ASSIGNED TEXTS each day.

4. This syllabus is a general plan for the course; deletions and changes may be necessary.

Course Requirements:




Weight


Due Date
1. Class discussions



30%


ongoing

2. Curriculum Analysis & Critique

30%


3/5
3. Curriculum Proposal



10%


3/26
4. Final Curriculum Project


30%


4/16 or 4/23
We are all teachers; we are all learners.
A central theme of this course will be that we all learn together.  Please come prepared each day with questions and thoughts regarding our readings.  They are assigned with the intent of exploring the deepest meanings of the texts together.  I hope and expect equal participation on the part of all of us in discussions.

Professional Performance Index (PPI):  Descriptive Evaluation Criteria

For use in assessing contributions to class activities and summary

description for interpreting overall course grade.

Exemplary

93-100

A
Exceptional organization and performance of in all facets of the course.

90-92

A-
Defines own standards beyond those established.  Work reflects serious




consideration of reading and shows substantial variety and significant




creativity.  Demonstrates ability to ask pertinent questions as well as answer




them.  Demonstrates holistic view of the subject and of adolescent students




in instructional decisions.  Significant leadership in contributing to content




of class sessions.

Competent

87-89

B+
Formulates useful questions.  Shows creativity.

83-86

B
Physically and mentally alert to standards.  Places subject in context of social




Studies content courses.  Answers questions independently.

80-82

B-
Draws some parallels to other experiences and readings.

Functional

76-79

C+
Participates with cueing.

70-75

C
Physically and mentally present.  Passive acceptance of subject.

Minimal

60-69

D
Inability to understand or accept basic standards.  Physically and/or mentally




absent too often.

Unsatisfactory

59

F
Massive indifference to standards of professional behavior and scholarship.

Course Reading Assignments
August 22 – What is civic education? What is a citizen?
Beadie, N. & Burkholder, Z. (2021). From the diffusion of knowledge to the cultivation of agency: A short history of civic education policy and practice in the United States. In Lee, C. D., White, G., & Dong, D. (Eds.). Educating for Civic Reasoning and Discourse. Washington, DC: National Academy of Education, pp. 109-155.
Banks, James A. (2017). “Failed citizenship and transformative civic education.” Educational Researcher. 46, 366-377.
August 29
Evans Chapters 1-4
September 5 –No Class – online discussion: What is an educational experience?
Dewey (1938). Experience in Education.
Parker, Walter C. (1996). “Introduction:  Schools as Laboratories of Democracy.” In Parker’s (Ed.) Educating the Democratic Mind. (pp. 1-22), Albany, NY: State University of New York Press.  

September 12 – What is patriotism? (and discuss Dewey as well)
Evans Chapters 5-6

Kissling, Mark T. (2016). “How patriotism matters in U.S. social studies classrooms, fifteen years after 9/11.” In Wayne Journell’s (Ed.) Reassessing the social studies curriculum: Promoting critical civic engagement in a politically polarized, post-9/11 world. (41-53). New York: Rowman & Littleflield.
September 19 – How should standards be written?
Evans Chapter 7

Cheney, L. (1994). The End of History. Wall Street Journal. October 10.

Cohen, R. (1996). Moving Beyond Name Games: The Conservative Attack on the National History Standards. Social Education.  60(1), 49-54.

Nash, G. (1995). The History Children Should Study. The Chronicle of Higher Education.  April 21, XLI(32), A60.

Saxe, D. (1996). The National History Standards: Time for Common Sense. Social Education 60(1), 44-48.

September 26 How should standards be written?
CSSSO. (2012). “Vision for the College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework for Inquiry in Social Studies Standards:  Guidance for states to use in enhancing their standards for rigor in civics, economics, geography, and history in K-12 schools.”  CCSSO:  Washington, DC.

Parker, W.C. & Lo, J.C. (2016) “Content selection in advanced courses.” Curriculum Inquiry, 46(2), 196-219. https://doi.org/10.1080/03626784.2016.1144466 
October 3 – peace studies and cosmopolitanism
Merryfield, Merry M. & Remy, Richard C. (1995). “Choosing content and methods for teaching about international conflict and peace.” In Merryfield, Merry M. & Remy, Richard C. (Eds.) Teaching about international conflict and peace. (3-40). Albany, NY: State University of New York Press.

Alger, Chadwick F. (1995). “Building peace: A global learning process.” In Merryfield, Merry M. & Remy, Richard C. (Eds.) Teaching about international conflict and peace. (127-162). Albany, NY: State University of New York Press.

Nussbaum, Martha C. (2002). “Patriotism and Cosmopolitanism.”  Chapter in Nussbaum’s For Love of Country?  Boston, MA:  Beacon Press, pp. 3-20.
October 10 – Mid-term project
Curriculum Analysis: Critique curriculum on national sovereignty and international relations
October 17 – teaching race and racism
King, L.J. (2020). Black history is not American history: Toward a framework of black historical consciousness. Social Education 84(6), 335-341.

King, L. G. J., Crowley, R. M., & Brown, A. L. (2010). The Forgotten Legacy of Carter G. Woodson: Contributions to Multicultural Social Studies and African American History. The Social Studies, 101(5), 211–215. https://doi.org/10.1080/00377990903584446
**Pick one of the following**

Goldstein, D. (2018, August 15). Push for Ethnic Studies in Schools Faces a Dilemma: Whose Stories to Tell. New York Times. https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/15/us/california-ethnic-studies.html
Valenzuela, A. (2017, March 13). Students might get a kick out of a proposed New Ethnic Studies Course for Texas Schools [Blog]. https://texasedequity.blogspot.com/2017/03/students-might-get-kick-out-of-proposed.html
Valenzuela, A. (2020, April 22). Understanding Ethnic Studies: An Interview with Dr. Alexandro Gradilla [Blog]. https://texasedequity.blogspot.com/2020/04/understanding-ethnic-studies-interview.html
October 24
Curriculum Project Proposal

Sizer Horace’s School. Chapters 1-3 – What is wrong with the American high school?
October 31
Work on curriculum project – Read Sizer chapters 4-8
November 7
Work on curriculum project – Read Sizer chapters 9-12
November 14
Present Curriculum Project (2 students)
November 28
Present Curriculum Project (1 student)
Discuss Sizer: What do you like/dislike about Sizer’s vision for the high school and curriculum?
December 5 
Submit curriculum project to Kohlmeier
