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COUN 8910 - Practicum (3) (School Psychology)

Bulletin Description: Advanced supervised experiences appropriate to the student’s program emphasis.  

Prerequisites: Departmental Approval; Entry Level Practica

University Supervisor: 
Joseph A. Buckhalt   
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Phone 844-2875
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Textbooks:  Textbooks and readings will be assigned based on the 
particular activities performed in the practicum.
General Purpose of Practicum:


The practicum in school psychology is intended to provide supervised field experience in an advanced but circumscribed area of professional practice.  Students will have completed at least one previous practicum and are expected to have proficiency in psychoeducational assessment.  Additionally, students will have been introduced to a broad range of skills and professional roles through their coursework and prior field experiences.


Two areas of emphasis for the advanced practicum are:

(a) advanced assessment techniques and (b) advanced consultation and intervention techniques.  Individual needs and interests of the student will be considered in formulating specific activities.


Placement for the practicum will ordinarily be in a public school setting, but other placements (e.g. mental health clinics serving children with school-related problems; summer programs for exceptional children; university-based service projects) are possible.  The primary supervision of the practicum will be by a qualified on-site school psychologist.  For further articulation of requirements, see Field Experiences Handbook at  GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ http://www.auburn.edu/academic/education/ccp/student.htm
Specific Requirements:

1. No later than the last day of advanced registration for the semester  the practicum is desired (typically around mid-quarter of the preceding quarter), the student must declare an intention to enroll in practicum and complete the Application for Graduate Practicum and Internship  Experience Form.  These forms are obtained from the Office of Teacher Education Services, College of Education, Haley Center 3464.  The student will consult with their advisor to complete the form.  The student should make no direct contact with a school system for placement until consulting with their advisor.  The Office of Teacher Education must make the formal contact with the school system for practicum placement.

2. There is no set clock-hour requirement for the practicum in school psychology. Typically at between 100 and 300 100 clock-hours are completed over the course of the semester.   At least 67% of  clock-hours should  be spent in direct service with clients (e.g. actual evaluation time with a student; time spent meeting with a teacher for consultation). 

3. Regular supervisory meetings between the practicum student and the on-site  supervisor will be scheduled.  At least two hours per week of direct supervision will be provided. Early in the semester, specific objectives for the practicum will be set collaboratively between the student, the on-site supervisor, and the university supervisor.  A weekly log of activities will be kept.  Additional reporting requirements will be set by supervisors.

4. At the end of the practicum period, the on-site supervisor will complete an evaluation form and submit it to the university supervisor.  The student should give a copy of the form to the on-site supervisor at the beginning of the practicum. 

Definitions:

On-site Supervisor:  The person employed by the school system where the practicum is completed.  For the school psychology practicum, the person must have at minimum a master's-level (Class A in Alabama) certification in psychometry, and ideally and Ed.S., Ed.D. or Ph.D. in psychology with NCSP certification and/or state licensure.

University Supervisor: The person assigned to supervise all practicum students in one section for the particular semester. The person may or may not be the student's advisor.  This person may assist in placement, meet with the student to review work and problems, review the evaluation form completed by the on-site supervisor at the end of the semester, and submit a grade.  Practicum is graded S-U.

Advisor: For purposes of the practicum, the advisor may be involved only at the beginning.  At the time of advance registration, the semester preceding the practicum semester, the advisor may assist with initial practicum placement plans and general objectives for the practicum.


