AUBURN UNIVERSITY SYLLABUS
 
1. Course Number:
CTEC 8970

     Title:
Special Topics in Early Childhood Education: 

Research on Gender Differences and Similarities

Credit Hours:

3 semester hours.                 

Prerequisites:         
Departmental approval

Corequisites:         
None

 

2. Date Syllabus Prepared:  Summer 2009                         

 

3. Texts:  
Assigned Articles for Required Readings- 

Gurian, M. (2001).Boys and girls learn differently: A guide for teachers and parents. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass.

Additional Readings- 

Primary and secondary sources for research and other professional

articles appropriate to the Special Topic selected for investigation.

 

4. Course Description:
This course is designed to give students an opportunity to pursue advanced topics of special interest in the area of reading and literacy education.  Topics for Summer 2007 will focus on areas of research related to gender differences and similarities that affect learning for children and that must be considered by early childhood educators and researchers. Although there will be some common reading assignments for which all class members write and post responses, each student will develop an individual proposal for reviewing research literature related to the selected topic and producing a product or outcome based on his/her findings. The professor will approve the topic and the proposal for readings and outcomes before work begins.  The student's learning efforts will be guided toward completion of course objectives and products or outcomes in the proposal by meeting regularly with the professor and working collaboratively with one or more other class members.

 

5. Course Objectives:
After completing CTEC 8970, students will have:

A. Read and responded to articles on research in content area reading and literacy assigned to all class members.

B. Selected a topic, with consultation from the professor, for conducting a review of research on reading and literacy in his/her content area.

C. Written a proposal to start, guide completion, and evaluate the research review and final product or outcomes. The proposal must include descriptions of questions guiding the review of research, the expected product or outcomes, a tentative list of readings with reference information and plans for procurement, and all methods and other materials needed to complete and evaluate the proposed readings and outcomes. 
D. Developed evaluation criteria for earning the grades points allotted for the proposal and all work involved in reviewing the research, presenting findings, and providing evidence of course completion in products or outcomes.

E. Prepared an annotated bibliography of all books, articles in research journals, on-line articles, and other materials used as resources to produce the final outcome.

F. Prepared and delivered a presentation to share research findings and the final product or outcomes with the professor and other class members.

G. Submitted evidence of completion for all course objectives. Evidence of completion should include the annotated bibliography and may include items such as a final report that summarizes and synthesizes all research findings, a curriculum based on the scientific research related to reading and literacy in your content area, a written review of literature and action plan for conducting additional research on the topic, or even research-based evaluations of instructional programs or materials developed for your content area. Documents and other products or outcomes used as evidence of completion must be approved by the professor.

 
6.             Course Content:
 

The course is designed to provide students an opportunity to initiate a review of research on a specific area of interest and to complete a product through advanced study of a special topic related to content area reading and literacy.  Students will gain experience in conceptualizing research questions, conducting computer-assisted searches reviewing related literature, from various libraries, databases, and research centers.  In addition, students will assume responsibility for completing and presenting a final product or outcome.  (Note:  Sample topics include "Implications of Comparisons between Gender-Same and Gender Different Education Programs" and “Research on Ggender Differences Affecting Literacy Before Schooling.”)

 
7.             Course Requirements:
 

A. Participate in an Orientation with the professor and other class members to review this syllabus, ask questions, and clarify course objectives and assignments.

B. Read and electronically post responses to and discussions of articles on research in content area literacy with one or more class members in the same or a related content area who will be your class partner(s).

C. Identify a topic and obtain approval from the professor.

D. Collaborate and communicate with your class partner(s) to report and reflect on progress toward course completion, and post at least four more partner communications electronically.

E. Write a proposal describing the plan for reviewing the research and evaluating progress, completion, and presentation of findings and the product or outcome.

F. Prepare the annotated bibliography using the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (6th ed.).  (Begin the list of references while writing the proposal and then expand it and add annotations as work progresses.)

G. Participate in a minimum of three additional meetings with the professor and other class members during the semester:  (Checkpoints and specific dates and times will be established for each meeting.)

H. Submit the annotated bibliography and all final products or outcomes that provide evidence of course completion.

Tentative Schedule:

Weeks 1 to 2- Orientation and Responses via E-mail by 5/25

Weeks 2 to 3- Readings of Assigned Articles and Postings of Responses in the 1st of 5 or more Communications with the Class Partner(s) by 6/1

Week 3- Submission of Proposal Draft by 6/6

Weeks 4 to 5- Meeting to Discuss Topics and Competed, Approved Proposals by 6/20

Week 6 to 7- Meeting to Report Progress by 6/27

Week 9 or 10- Meeting(s) for Presentations of Findings by 6/25

Final Exam Period- Submission of All Evidence for Course Completion by 8/1 (unless other arrangements are made with the professor)

 

8.                   Evaluation:            
The final grade for the course will be based on the following:

Proposal


               


20 percent

Attendance for the orientation session 

and other class meetings




10 percent

Communications with class partner(s)      


10 percent

Annotated bibliography                           


15 percent     

Presentation






15 percent       

Final comprehensive paper, product, or outcome and all

other evidence that course objectives and 

requirements have been completed


30 percent
                                Total     



          100 percent

                

                The following grading scale will be used:

                           90%  - 100%    
= A

                           80% - 89.9%     
= B

                           70% - 79.9%      
= C

                           60% - 69.9%       
= D

                           Below 60% 

= F

 

9.             Class Policy Statements:   
 
A.      Students are expected to participate in all class sessions, conferences, and activities. See the Tiger Cub Handbook for participation policies. Should you need to miss a scheduled session or due date for any reason, contact the course instructor before the time for which it is scheduled.  Students are responsible for initiating arrangements for missed sessions or due dates, and an alternative will be worked out if the reason for missing the activity or assignment due date is one of those situations that are deemed excused absences according to university policy in the Tiger Cub Handbook.         

B.       Auburn University is committed to providing accommodations and services

to students with documented disabilities.  Students who have questions or

need special accommodations to participate in distance education courses

should contact The Program for Students with Disabilities, 1244 Haley Center,

Auburn University, AL 36849; PH: (334) 844-2096; FAX: (334) 844-2099; E-Mail: haynemd@auburn.edu; URL: http://www.auburn.edu/disability.

C.         All portions of the Auburn University Honesty Code found in the Tiger Cub Handbook will apply in this class.

D.         This course does not include examinations and tests that require distance education students to take closed resource examinations under the supervision of an approved proctor.

E. 
Professionalism-  As faculty, staff, and students interact in professional settings, they are expected to demonstrate professional behaviors as defined in the College’s conceptual framework. These professional commitments or dispositions are described in the College of Education’s Conceptual Framework as Candidate Proficiencies 11 through 14, and they are listed below:

11. Engage in responsible and ethical professional practices.

12. Contribute to collaborative learning communities.

13. Demonstrate a commitment to diversity.

14. Model and nurture intellectual vitality.
 

10.    Justification for Graduate Credit
 
A.      This course will allow students to pursue advanced, in-depth study of special topics within their areas of specialization that relate to literacy and teaching and learning that develops reading and writing proficiency.  Although guided by the professor at periodic checkpoints, the course requires independent work of the student to design, develop, produce a product or paper, and a proposal for evaluating the effectiveness or worth of the product or written works resulting from this special topics course.

