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CTEE 4020 Elementary Language Arts
                    Syllabus

Course Information:

Course Number: CTEE 4020
Course Title: Curriculum and Teaching: Language Arts
Credit Hours: 3 semester credits   (2 lecture, 1 lab)
Prerequisites: Admission to Teacher Education, junior standing

Co-requisites: CTEE 4010
Class Day & Time: Mondays: 10-11:50 am
Classroom: Haley 2406
Lab Placement: Wednesdays/Site: TBA

Instructor: Lorie Johnson, M.Ed
Email: johnlor@auburn.edu or lmcjhnsn@aol.com
Office: 5096 Haley Center, Auburn University, AL 36849
Date Syllabus Prepared: January 2010
Texts or Major Resources: 

Required Texts:

Tompkins, G. E. (2008). Language arts: Patterns of practice (7th ed.). Upper Saddle River, New Jersey: Prentice Hall.
Boushey, Gail & Moser, Joan. (2006). The Daily Five: Fostering Literacy Independence in the Elementary Grades. Portland, Maine: Stenhouse Publishers.
National Council for Teachers of English Position Statements at http://www.ncte.org/about/over/positions/category
Alabama State Department of Education Course of Study for language arts at http://www.alsde.edu/html/CoursesOfStudy.asp
Additional Resources: Practitioner journals located in the Learning Resource Center


The Reading Teacher

Language Arts

Reading Research Quarterly
Additional journals and resources can be found at: http://www.ncte.org/journals.
Course Description: Content and methodology of teaching language arts (reading, writing, listening, speaking and viewing) in kindergarten through grade six in order to develop communicative competence.
NCTE's mission statement as it appears in the NCTE Strategic Plan (8/90):

"The Council promotes the development of literacy, the use of language to construct personal and public worlds and to achieve full participation in society, through the learning and teaching of English and the related arts and sciences of language."

The language arts standards are organized into three strands: 
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Reading and Listening for Comprehension; 
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Writing and Speaking for Expression; and 
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Literature and Media 

Course Objectives:

As a result of participation in this course students will:
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Understand the central role of literacy in elementary classrooms and the significance of integrating language arts across the curriculum.
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Explain the role of literacy in the elementary classroom.
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Use language arts methods as a vehicle for integrating subjects across the curriculum.
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Apply various strategies and methodologies for lesson plan development.
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Explain the role of curriculum development as part of teaching practice.
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Describe and demonstrate classroom management and organizational strategies for maintaining productive learning communities.
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Demonstrate comprehension and application of the Alabama State Curriculum Standards in planning and instruction.
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Will demonstrate critical thinking skills through a variety of assignments involving reading, writing, and speaking.

Course Content and Schedule:


Please see attached calendar.
Course Requirements/Evaluation
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  Weekly activities/assignments – 100 points
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  Lesson Plans (4 @ 25 points each) – 100 points
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  Philosophy of Teaching Language Arts paper (Midterm) – 20 points
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  Group Presentation – 45 points
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  Integrated Unit – 45 points
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  Lab in public school – 150 points
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  Final Exam – 30 points
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  Professionalism – 10 points

Final Grade


A
450 to 500 total points


B
400 to 449 total points


C
350 to 399 total points


D
300 to 349 total points


F
0 to 299 total points

Assignments
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  Weekly activities/assignments (100 points):  Full class participation, including successfully completing homework assignments, is critical to your success in meeting the objectives of this course. Reading and written assignments will be given as homework and in-class activities.  Homework assignments will be announced in class and posted on Blackboard.  In-class activities will be related to assigned homework readings, so it is important to thoughtfully complete each week’s reading assignment.
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  Lesson Plans (100 points):  You will be required to construct five discipline-based learning cycle lesson plans   

     focusing primarily on Language Arts. Four of these will be graded. Criteria and a rubric will be provided in class   

     and will be posted on Blackboard. 
.
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  Philosophy of Teaching Language Arts paper (20 points): This assignment asks you to think deeply about 
     powerful Language Arts teaching and then to consider how you will implement those concepts in your own   

     classroom. Specific criteria for this assignment will be provided in class and posted on Blackboard.  Because this 

     paper will require you to synthesize all information learned thus far in the semester, this will serve as your 
     midterm examination.
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  Group Presentation (45 points): Pre-service teachers will work in small groups to present a mini-workshop on a 
     literacy strategy, skill or concept which can be integrated into a social studies theme or topic. The presentation  

     will be no longer than 30 minutes. Specific criteria and a rubric will be provided in class and posted on 
     Blackboard.
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  Integrated Unit (45 points):  Pre-service teachers will work in groups to construct a two-week integrated unit 
     based on a topic/theme from their grade level Language Arts curriculum map. The unit should cover Language 
arts and Social Studies standards. Specific criteria will be provided in class and posted on Blackboard.
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  Lab in public school (150 points):  Students will have a placement in the public schools.  The time spent in 
     laboratory experience in the public schools is crucial to the understanding and implementation of methods and 
     approaches discussed in class.  Failure to successfully complete all lab requirements i.e. attendance,   

     punctuality, professionalism, and teaching responsibilities will result in points deduction or possibly 
     failure of this course. 
The following are requirements for the lab experience:

1. Teach a minimum of four Language Arts lessons. The lessons should include the four strands of Language Arts 

    (reading, speaking, listening and writing) and can be integrated into a content area.
2.  Write a complete lesson plan for each of the four lessons you teach in your lab placement.  The lesson plans should 
     be approved by the cooperating teacher.

3.  Develop and implement an assessment for each lesson.

 4.  Assist the cooperating teacher in the classroom as directed.

5. Demonstrate good teaching and professionalism as stated in the Professional Educators Performance Evaluation     

       Form.
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  Final Exam (30 points):  A comprehensive examination will be given on the last day of class. The final exam will be open-book and will require you to synthesize information you have learned throughout this semester. For example, you may be asked to write a short mini-lesson, respond to a hypothetical question from a parent, present a defense for an instructional method to a principal, integrate reading/language arts into a content area, or design a literature focus unit using children’s books that integrates either Science or Social Studies.
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  Professionalism (10 points):  Students are expected to complete work in a timely manner and to turn in all required forms and documents promptly. All students are expected to be active participants and contributors to the class learning community. Professional demeanor is expected.
Course Policy Statements:
Participation: Students are expected to participate in all class discussions and exercises. It is the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor if assignment deadlines are not met. Students are responsible for initiating arrangements for missed work.
Cell Phones/Electronic Devices: Students are expected to keep all cell phones off or on silent ring during class time. No use of electronic devices or text messaging will be permitted in class or lab. Violations of these policies will negatively influence the professionalism grade.
Attendance/Absences Policy: Attendance is required at each class meeting and scheduled labs. Excused absences, as defined in the Tiger Cub, must provide appropriate documentation to the instructor the day the student returns to class. Each unexcused absence may result in the lowering of the final course grade by one letter grade. An excessive number of absences, whether excused or unexcused, will require a conference with the instructor. 
Unannounced quizzes: There will be no unannounced quizzes.  However, students will have an opportunity to earn points toward their final grade during in-class exercises relevant to assigned homework readings and activities, so it is crucial for students to promptly complete all homework.
      Accommodations: Students who need special accommodations in class, as provided for by the American Disabilities 
      Act, should arrange a confidential meeting with the instructor during the first week of classes or as soon as possible   

      if accommodations are needed immediately. You must bring a copy of your Accommodation Memo and an Instructor 
      Verification Form to the meeting. If you do not have these forms but need accommodations, make an appointment  

      with the Program for Students with Disabilities (1244 Haley Center at 844-2096).

      Honesty Code: The University Academic Honesty Code and the Tiger Cub Rules and Regulations pertaining to 
     Cheating will apply to this class.
     Professionalism: As faculty, staff, and students interact in professional settings, they are expected to demonstrate 
     professional behaviors as defined in the College’s conceptual framework. These professional commitments or 
     dispositions are listed below:
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  Engage in responsible and ethical professional practices
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  Contribute to collaborative learning communities
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  Demonstrate a commitment to diversity
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  Model and nurture intellectual vitality
The instructor reserves the right to modify the syllabus at any time during the course of the semester. If a change is made, appropriate notice will be given in class.
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