SYLLABUS

CTSE 7540: Evaluation of Program in Social Science Education

3 Semester Hours

No prerequisites or co-requisites

Prepared: January 2010
Course Description: This class examines issues related to assessment of students and social studies programs.  Conventional and alternative assessment strategies are analyzed and evaluated in the light of contemporary trends and controversies in education.

Course Objectives:

Students will be able to:

1. Describe historical and contemporary uses of assessment to evaluate students, teachers, and programs.

2. Explain and evaluate the arguments for and against high stakes testing.

3. Evaluate commonly used standardized tests.

4. Develop and defend a proposal for assessment that meets the demands of accountability and citizenship education 

5. Assess the current research on learning and assessment as it applies to the social studies.

6. Construct illustrative materials for both conventional and alternative assessments of social studies learning at the classroom level.

Course Content:
1. 1/ 13:   Course Organization

System-level Assessment

2. 1/ 20:  Origins of High Stakes Testing: Advocates

3. 1/ 27:  Origins of High Stakes Testing: Critics
4. 2/ 3:    Origins of High Stakes Testing: Alternatives

5. 2/ 10:  Origins of High Stakes Testing: Alternatives

6. 2/17:   Clinic: Content Analysis of Conventional Tests: ALHSGE /NAEP: US History

Classroom-based Assessment

7. 2/24:   Aligning classroom assessment with current understandings of learning

8.    3/ 3:   Clinic: Modifying classroom assessments to align with current understandings of learning and transfer

9. 3/10:    Alternative Assessments: Rationale & Assumptions

10.  3/24: Clinic: Authentic Intellectual Work: Instruction

11.  3/31: Clinic: Authentic Intellectual Work: Tasks

12.  4/ 14  Present: Alternative Assessment Exemplars

13.  4/ 21: Present: Conventional Assessment Exemplars

Course Requirements

1. Critique arguments for and against conventional and alternative assessments.

2. Propose a plan for system level social studies assessment that addresses the demands for both accountability and citizenship education. 

3. Develop a conventional social studies unit assessment that reflects current understandings of learning and transfer.

4. Develop an alternative social studies unit assessment that reflects current understandings of learning and transfer.

Evaluation

1. Class discussion



on-going
25%

2. Position paper on system-level assessment
2/24

25%

3. Alternative classroom-based assessment
4/14

25%

4. Conventional classroom-based assessment
4/21

25%

Class Policy Statements

1. Attendance: Attendance is required for all classes unless excused prior to class meeting.

a. Excused absences: Students are granted excused absences from class for the following reasons: illness of the student or serious illness of a member of the student’s immediate family, the death of a member of the student’s immediate family, trips for student organizations sponsored by an academic unit, trips for university classes, trips for participation in intercollegiate athletic events, subpoena for a court appearance, and religious holidays. Students who wish to have an excused absence from class for any other reason must contact the instructor in advance of the absence to request permission. The instructor will weigh the merits of the request and render a decision. When feasible, the student must notify the instructor prior to the occurrence of any excused absences, but in no case shall such notification occur more than one week after the absence. Appropriate documentation for all excused absences is required. Please see the Tiger Cub for more information on excused absences. 
b. Make-Up Policy: Arrangement to make up missed work due to properly authorized excused absences must be initiated by the student within one week of the end of the period of the excused absences(s). Except in unusual circumstances, such as the continued absence of the student or the advent of university holidays, make-up work will be completed within two weeks of the date that the student initiates arrangements for it. Except in extraordinary circumstance, no make-up work will be arranged during the last three days before the final exam period begins.
2. Academic Honesty Policy: All portions of the Auburn University student academic honesty code (Title XII) found in the Tiger Cub will apply to university courses. All academic honesty violations or alleged violations of the SGA Code of Laws will be reported to the Office of the Provost, which will then refer the case to the Academic Honesty Committee. 
3. Disability Accommodations: Students who need special accommodations in class, as provided by the Americans with Disabilities Act, should arrange for a confidential meeting with the instructor during office hours in the first week of classes (or as soon as possible if accommodations are needed immediately). The student must bring a copy of their Accommodations Letter and an Instructor Verification Form to the meeting. If the student does not have these forms, they should make an appointment with the Program for Students with Disabilities, 1288 Haley Center, 844-2096 (V/TT). 
4. Course contingency : If normal class and/or lab activities are disrupted due to illness, emergency, or crisis situation, the syllabus and other course plans and assignments may be modified to allow completion of the course. If this occurs, and addendum to your syllabus and/or course assignments will replace the original materials. 
5. Professionalism: As faculty, staff, and students interact in professional settings, they are expected to demonstrate professional behaviors as defined in the College’s conceptual framework. These professional commitments or dispositions are listed below: 

a. Engage in responsible and ethical professional practices 

b. Contribute to collaborative learning communities 

c. Demonstrate a commitment to diversity 

d. Model and nurture intellectual vitality 

Course Readings (Tentative listing; others to be announced)
1. 1/ 13: Course Organization

2. 1/ 20: Origins of High Stakes Testing: Advocates

· Nation at Risk:  Introduction: http://www.ed.gov/pubs/NatAtRisk/index.html 
A Nation At Risk; Findings; Recommendations

· Ravitch & Finn: What 17-year olds don’t know, pp. 1-84
· No Child Left Behind (ESEA): http://www.ed.gov/nclb/landing.jhtml?src=ln 
On left side of site, click on “overview” and “introduction” then “frequently asked questions”.  The first question gives a link to the NCLB Overview.  Click on this for a summary of NCLB as well as several other questions.  Peruse the frequently asked questions section.
Please also look under the “introduction” link at the four pillars of NCLB. 
Spend some time skimming through “Stronger Accountability” and the four links below it:  “Accountability for Schools”; “Adequate Yearly Progress”; “Getting Results;” and “Achievement Gap”.  I found one press release I’d call your attention to under the following links:  accountability for schools; standards, assessments, and accountability; then scroll down under #2 and find “testing for results:  Helping families, schools, and communities…”  This lays out their philosophy of testing pretty well.
3. 1/ 27: Origins of High Stakes Testing: Critics
· Kim, J. & Sunderman, G. (2005, November). Measuring Academic proficiency under the No Child Left Behind Act: Implications for educational equity. Educational Researcher. 34(8), 3-13.
· Amrein, A.L. & Berliner, D.C. (2002, March 28). High-stakes testing, uncertainty, and student learning Education Policy Analysis Archives, 10(18). Retrieved  from http://epaa.asu.edu/epaa/v10n18/.

· Jones, K. (2004, April). A Balanced School Accountability Model: An Alternative to High-Stakes Testing. Phi Delta Kappan, 85(8), 584-590. Retrieved from http://www.fairtest.org/node/15 

· Fair Test: http://www.fairtest.org/
4. 2/3: Origins of High Stakes Testing: Alternatives

· Ted Sizer’s Horace’s School
· Arthur Powell’s Shopping Mall High School  (TBA)

5. 2/ 10:  Origins of High Stakes Testing: Alternatives 

· National Social Studies Standards:  http://www.socialstudies.org/standards/strands 

· National History Standards:  http://www.sscnet.ucla.edu/nchs 

· National Geography Standards:  http://www.ncge.org/publications/tutorial/standards 

· National Economics Standards:  http://www.ncee.net/ea/program.php?pid=19
· National Standards for Civics and Government:  http://www.civiced.org/stds.html
6. 2/17  Clinic: Content Analysis of Conventional Tests: ALHSGE /NAEP: US History

· The National Assessment of Educational Progress; Albert Beaton (1997). Handbook of Classroom Assesment (Gary Phye, ed). San Diego: Academic Press.

· ALHSGE materials (TBA)

· NAEP materials (TBA)

· Pace: Why We Need to Save (and Strengthen) Social Studies; Education Week. Published Online: December 18, 2007; Published in Print: December 19, 2007
7. 2/24  Aligning classroom assessment with current understandings of learning

· Bransford et. al: How People Learn; Chaps 1-6

· Shepard: The Role of Assessment in a Learning Culture

8.    3/3: Clinic: Modifying classroom assessments to align with current understandings of learning and transfer

· McMillan: Classroom Assessment; Chaps 1-3; 6-7

9. 3/10: Alternative Assessments: Rationale & Assumptions

· Walter Doyle: Academic Work. Review of Educational Research, Vol. 53, No. 2 (Summer, 1983), pp. 159-199
· McMillan and Wiggins TBA

10.  3/24: Clinic: Authentic Intellectual Work: Instruction

Newmann and Associates: http://www.thedlcteam.com/The_DlC_Team/AIW_Books.html
11.  3/31:   Clinic: Authentic Intellectual Work: Tasks

Newmann and Associates: http://www.thedlcteam.com/The_DlC_Team/AIW_Books.html
12.  4/ 14  Present: Alternative Assessment Exemplars

13.  4/ 21: Present: Conventional Assessment Exemplars

