 
Gathering Information for Decision Making 
Information Gathering Types�
Purpose�
Types of Instruments�
Instruments�
Results�
Methods for Gaining Information�
Settings for Gathering Information�
Informants�
�



Screening �



Decide if evaluation is needed. �
Screeners 


• Vision 


• Hearing 


• Developmental 


• Health �
Vision "Screener" Hearing Screener" Denver Developmental Screening Test �
Pass or No Pass �
Parent Report Naturalistic Observation Spontaneous Play Elicited Play Direct Testing �
Natural Environments Home Child Care School etc. �
Parents Primary Caregivers �
�



Evaluation �



Decide if child is eligible �
Depends on state eligibility criteria AL �• 2 sd in 1 domain


• 1.5 sd in 2 domains Standardized Norm-Referenced �
Battelle Developmental Observation Checklist System


DAYC �
Comparison to Norm Standard Scores (Standard deviations) �
Depends on Instrument: Direct Testing Parent Report Naturalistic Observation Spontaneous Play Elicited Play �
Depends on Instrument: Structured Environment Natural Environments Home Child Care School etc. �
Parents Primary Caregivers Team Members 


• ECSE 


• OT 


• PT 


• SLP 


• Others �
�



Assessment �



Identify educational strengths and needs; Decide what to recommend; Program planning �
Curriculum-Referenced Criterion-Referenced Play-BasedNaturalistic Observation Authentic �
TPBA AEPS (3-6)Carolina (3-6)LAP HELP Brigance �
Developmental Profile Educational Strengths and Needs �
Parent Report Naturalistic Observation Spontaneous Play Elicited Play Direct Testing Authentic Permanent Records �
Natural Environments Home Child Care School etc. �
Parents Primary Caregivers Team Members 


• ECSE


• OT


• PT 


• SLP 


• Others �
�



Monitor �



Determine if intervention is effective; Should the child's instruction/ program be changed �



Teacher Made �



Naturalistic Observation �
Behavior Descriptions


•frequency 


•duration


•latency


•per cent 


•accuracy 


•whole interval 


•partial interval


•moment time sample 


•rate �



Parent Report Naturalistic Observation Spontaneous Play Elicited Play Direct Testing Authentic Permanent Records �






Natural Environments Home Child Care School etc. �






Teacher Paraprofessionals �
�






