Course Number:
CTSE 7900


Course Title:
Independent Study


Credit Hours:
1-6 semester hours (may be repeated for credit not to exceed 6 hours)


Prerequisites:
Departmental approval


Corequisites:
None

 Instructor:






 

Dr. John Saye




Tel: 
844–6891 (office)





5048 Haley Center




844–4434 (department)




sayejoh@ auburn.edu







Required Texts and Readings:

1. Selected disciplinary readings agreed upon by the instructor and student

Course Description:

This course is designed to give students an opportunity to pursue topics of special interest that extend learning in other courses the students have taken or that are not treated in other course offerings. Students’ learning efforts are guided toward completion of objectives in the plan through regularly scheduled conferences with the professor.

The approved project/product/research/activity associated with independent study should require at least 30 hours of documented work for each one (1) hour of assigned credit. 

Course Objectives: 

1. Examine current research about significant topics in social studies education 

2. Critique the knowledge base on a selected issue and identify gaps in that knowledge base that should be addressed
3. Develop and present a research proposal for addressing the selected social studies education issue.
Course Content:

This course explores the current knowledge base for significant topics in social studies education. Students will read and critique literature selected by the professor, identify and review related literature, and develop and present a detailed research proposal that addresses a substantive issue in the field of social studies education for which more research is needed. 

Course Requirements:

1. Orientation session for course

2. A minimum of six class meetings with the instructor during the semester

· Orientation session – Week 1

· Week 2 or Week 3

· Week 5 or Week 6

· Week 8 or Week 9

· Week 11 or Week 12

· Week 13 or Week 14

3. Literature Review due – Week 12

4. Present Research Proposal – Week 15

Course Evaluation

1. Class meeting discussions/Presentations

up to 30 points

2. Literature Review




up to 30 points

3. Research Proposal




up to 40 points

Students will receive an S (Satisfactory) or U (Unsatisfactory) for the course. Satisfactory grades will be assigned only to those students earning at least 80 points.

Class Policy Statements:
1. Academic Honesty Policy: All portions of the Auburn University student academic honesty code found in University Policies (www.auburn.edu/studentpolicies) will apply to university courses. All academic honesty violations or alleged violations of the SGA Code of Laws will be reported to the Office of the Provost, which will then refer the case to the Academic Honesty Committee.  Social Science Education majors are expected to follow the Auburn University Oath of Honor: "In accordance with those virtues of Honesty and Truthfulness set forth in the Auburn Creed, I, as a student and fellow member of the Auburn family, do hereby pledge that all work is my own, achieved through personal merit and without any unauthorized aid. In the promotion of integrity, and for the betterment of Auburn, I give honor to this, my oath and obligation."
2. Disability Accommodations: Students who need accommodations are asked to arrange a meeting during office hours the first week of classes, or as soon as possible if accommodations are needed immediately. If you have a conflict with my office hours, an alternate time can be arranged. To set up this meeting, please contact me by e-mail. If you have not established accommodations through the PSD office, but need accommodations, make an appointment with The Program for Students with Disabilities, 1228 Haley Center, 844-2096 (V/TT). 
3. Course contingency : If normal class or lab activities are disrupted due to illness, emergency, or crisis situation, the syllabus and other course plans and assignments may be modified to allow completion of the course. If this occurs, an addendum to your syllabus and/or course assignments will replace the original materials. 

Justification for Graduate Credit
This course will allow individual graduate students to pursue in-depth study of advanced topics within their respective areas of specialization.  Although guided by the professor at periodic checkpoints, the course requires independent work of the student to design, develop, and produce a product for presentation and examination.
Contract 
for 

Independent Study

CTSE 7900  Independent Study in Social Science Education.

Instructor: Dr. John Saye

Term: Spring 2013

Student: Robert Colby Jones 

Date: November 9, 2012  

Contract sign off  















(Student)




   (Date)






(Professor)




   (Date)

The following work will be completed as a result of this independent study:


1.
Read and critique literature assigned by professor. Discuss critiques at regularly scheduled meetings.


2.
Identify a significant issue in social studies education that is worthy of in-depth investigation. Review relevant literature associated with the issue. Complete a written literature review.


3.
Design and present a proposal for investigating unresolved issues in the area that are identified in the literature review.

