Auburn University

Syllabus

1.
Course Number:

CTCT 7970


Course Title:

Special Topics in Agriscience Education


Credit Hours:

3 semester hours (Lecture 2, Arranged 1)


Prerequisites:

None


Corequisite:

None

2.
Date Syllabus Prepared: December 2006
3.
Text:
Lee, J. L. (2000).  Program planning guide for agriscience and technology education.  Danville, IL: Interstate Printers and Publishers, Inc.



Additional  reading materials will be available for check out.
4.
Course Description:

Discussion of theoretical concepts of agriscience education; new and emerging technologies in agriscience education, development of student learning activities and application of agriscience concepts to educational and work-based settings.

5. Course Objectives:


Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. defend the theoretical and philosophical basis for teaching agriscience education.

2. discuss trends and issues applicable to agriscience education.

3. select and use appropriate instructional strategies for teaching agriscience education.

4. develop appropriate learning assignments for teaching agriscience education.

5. assist students in setting up and conducting experiments in agriscience education.

6. assist students in applying for the Agriscience Student of the Year Award.

7. apply for the Agriscience Teacher of the Year Award.

6.
Course Content:

I.
Course Introduction (week 1)



A.
Course procedures



B.
Defintion of agriscience education


II.
Theoretical and Philosophical Basis for Teaching Agriscience Education (weeks 2 and 3)

III. Trends and Issues in Agriscience Education (week 4)

A. Animal and poultry science

B. Plant science

C. Horticulture

D. Forestry

E. Agricultural mechanics


IV.
Instructional Strategies for Teaching Agriscience (week 5)

A. Philosophical base for teaching agriscience

B. Lesson planning

C. Specific instructional techniques for teaching agriscience

V. Developing Agriscience Education Learning Assignments (weeks 6 and 7)

VI.
Conducting Experiments in Agriscience Education (weeks 8 and 9)


VII.
Conducting an Agriscience Fair (weeks 10 and 11)

A. Divisions

B. National rules and regulations

C. Judging criteria

D. Award levels


VIII.
Agriscience Student of the Year Awards (week 12)


A.
Divisions

B. National rules and regulations

C. Judging criteria

D. Award levels


IX.
Agriscience Teacher of the Year Awards (week 13)



A.
Divisions

B. National rules and regulations

C. Judging criteria

D. Award levels

X. Student Presentations (weeks 14 and 15)



FINAL EXAMINATION IN WEEK 16

7.
Course Requirements:

A.
Attend all class sessions and participate in all class discussions and laboratory assignments.


B.
Complete a comprehensive final examination.


C.
Write a lesson plan that incorporated the teaching of science concepts in agriculture.


D.
Develop a student learning activity for teaching and reinforcing science concepts in agriculture.



E.
Develop a plan for conducting an agriscience fair in the local agriscience education program.



F.
Assist a student in completing the application for the Agriscience Student of the Year Award.

G.
Make a class presentation on how science principles are currently being incorporated into your program and how principles can continue to be incorporated in the program in the future.

8.

Grading and Evaluation Procedures:


The final grade for the course will be based on the following:




Comprehensive final examination


20%




Lesson plan                     



10%




Student learning activity



15%




Agriscience Fair Plan



15%




Agriscience Student of the Year Award

15%




Agriscience Teacher of the Year Award

15%




Presentation




10% 



Total





100%


Any assignment presented or turned in late will be penalized 10% for each class period that it is late.  Late assignments presented or turned in late after two class meetings will not be accepted.



The following grading scale will be used:




90 - 100 % = A




80% - 89.9% = B




70% - 79.9% = C





60% - 69.9% = D





Below 60% = F

9.

Class Policy Statements:
A.
Students are expected to attend all class meetings and participate in all classroom exercises.  Should students need to be absent for any reason, please contact the course instructor before missing that class meeting.

B. Students are responsible for initiating arrangements for missed work due to excused absences.  

C. Make-up exams will be given only for University-approved excuses as outlined in the Tiger Cub.  Arrangements to take the make-up exams must be made in advance.  Students who miss an exam because of illness need a doctor’s statement for verification of sickness and should clear the absence with the instructor the day they return to class.  Other unavoidable absences from campus must be documented and cleared with the instructor in advance.  There will be no unannounced quizzes.

D. Students who need special accommodations should make an appointment to discuss the Accommodation Memo during office hours as soon as possible.  If you do not have an Accommodations Memo, contact Dr. Kelly Haynes, Director, Program for Students with Disabilities, in 1244 Haley Center as soon as possible.  Telephone: 334-844-5943 (Voice T/O).

E. All portions of the Auburn University Honesty Code found in the Tiger Cub (Title XII) will apply in this class.

10. Justification for Graduate Credit:
The course is taught at an advanced level and requires extensive student participation.  Students are required to review, interpret, and analyze current literature and procedures related to the integration of agriscience topics into the curriculum.  The course contains some examination material; however, most graded material will come from student synthesis of the topic as evidenced by the course requirements and class presentations.

