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Course Title: 

Applied Linguistics in Second Language Acquisition
Day/Time:  

W 4:00 – 6:29 p.m.


Room:  HC2213
Credit Hours:
3 semester hours

Prerequisites:

None




Corequisite:

None
Instructor:  

Dr. Jamie Harrison


email:  jlh0069@auburn.edu
Office:


Haley Center 5080


phone:  334-844-8278

Office Hours:  
W 8:00 – 10:00; 2:00 – 4:00; other days/times by appointment
Texts:

Gass, S.M. & Selinker, L. (2001). Second language acquisition – An introductory course. (second edition). Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.

Ogulnick, K. (2000). Language crossings: Negotiating the self in a multicultural world. New York: Teachers College Press.

Other readings as assigned.
Course Description:

Theories of second language acquisition (SLA) are the focus of this course. The curriculum will include a history of SLA theories, an overview of first language acquisition theories, and an examination of current SLA theories from three perspectives: psycholinguistics, sociolinguistics, and neurolinguistics.

Course Objectives:

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

Explain how second language learners, including students with limited English proficiency, develop capability in their second language from multiple perspectives;
Demonstrate understanding of historic and current SLA theories;
Compare first and second language acquisition theories; 

Analyze second language learning environments, including ESL and bilingual education settings, for sociocultural and sociopolitical factors impacting SLA
Demonstrate knowledge of how learner variability can impact SLA

Conduct research in an area of interest related to Applied Linguistics
Course Content and Schedule:

	Dates
	Topic
	Assigned Readings

(to be read prior class meeting)


	Assignments Due


	Week 1 1/8/14
	Course Introduction
	
	

	Week 2 1/15/14
	Second and Foreign Language Data and Data Analysis
	Gass, ch.  2 & 3
	Data Analysis Lab 1



	Week 3 1/22/14
	The Role of the Native Language: An Historical Overview
	Gass, ch. 4
	

	Week 4 1/29/14
	The Transition Period
	Gass, ch. 5
	Data Analysis Lab 2
Assignment 1:  Review of Online Language Tool

	Week 5 2/5/14
	Alternative Approaches to the Role of Previously Known Languages
	Gass, ch. 6
	Notebook Check/Test 1

	Week 6 2/12/14
	Formal Approaches to SLA
	Gass, ch. 7
	Data Analysis Lab 3

Assignment 2:  ELL Interaction Analysis

	Week 7 2/19/14
	The Lexicon
	Gass, ch. 8
	Assignment 3: Interactive Timeline (Prezi)

	Week 8 2/26/14
	Typological & Functional Approaches
	Gass, ch. 9
	Data Analysis Lab 4

	Week 9 3/5/14
	Interlanguage Processing
	Gass, ch. 10 
	Assignment 4: Article Critique Due

Notebook Check/Test 2

	Spring Break 3/12/14
	
	
	

	Week 10 3/19/14
	Interlanguage in Context 


	Gass, ch.11


	Data Analysis Lab 5

Assignment 5: Language Acquisition Narrative Due

	Week 11 3/26/14
	Input, Interaction, and Output 


	Gass, ch. 12 
	

	Week 12 4/2/14
	Instructed Second Language Learning 
	Gass, ch. 13


	Data Analysis Lab 6
Assignment 6: Annotated Bibliography

	Week 13 4/9/14
	Nonlanguage Influences 
	Gass, ch. 14


	

	Week 14 4/16/14
	Related Disciplines 


	Gass, ch. 15


	Data Analysis Lab 7
SLA Notebook & Journal Reflections (if chosen option for reading assessment)


	Week 15 4/23/14
	An Integrated View of SLA
	Gass, ch. 16
	Research Project 


Final Notebook/Take Home Test due 4/25/14
Course Requirements/Evaluation:
Attendance and Participation.

Online Discussions. Four online discussions will be held throughout the semester. The instructor will provide prompts for each discussion, and class members are expected to make three postings of at least 250 words in each discussion. Each discussion will be held over the course of one week. Students are encouraged to post multiple responses; three responses are the minimum for full credit. 
Data Analysis Labs.  Seven different Data Analysis Labs will be conducted during class time over the duration of the course.  Completion of these labs should happen during the class time assigned unless otherwise specified.  
Assigned Reading Evaluation:  Student Option  

OPTION 1:  SLA NOTEBOOK/REFLECTIVE JOURNAL 
SLA Notebook: Student will create a 1 – 2 page chapter outline that includes major concepts and terminology. At least one visual or graphic organizing component should be included per week to receive highest points.  One reflective journal per chapter will be assigned per week and should be included in final product.  There will be 3 notebook checks scheduled throughout the semester.
OPTION 2:  3 OPEN NOTEBOOK TESTS 
Open Notebook Tests: 3 Open Notebook tests will be given throughout the semester.  Each student will be expected to read and prepare notes for these tests individually.  

Research Project and Presentation. Students may work individually or in small groups to devise, conduct, and present a research study in SLA. Topics for the project are negotiable and each student or group of students will write a research proposal to be approved by the instructor prior to beginning the research project. The research project will be evaluated in two ways: 1) a research paper of no less than 15 pages and 2) a 15 minute presentation of the project to the class. Assessment rubrics for the paper and presentation will be provided in advance.

Evaluation and Grading Procedures

Attendance and Participation:

  100 points
Online Discussions (4 x 25 pts.)
  100 points

Assignments (6 x 50 pts.)

  300 points 
Assigned Reading Evaluation

  300 points

Research Project and Presentation
  200 points






-------------





Total
1000 points

Grades:


A: 900 to 1000 points


B: 800 to 899 points

C: 700 to 799 points


D: 600 to 699 points

F: Below 600 points

Class Policy Statements:

Attendance:  Attendance is mandatory. Students are expected to attend all classes, to arrive on time and to remain in attendance until class is over. Excused absences must be ​arranged with the instructor prior to the absence. Students are responsible for missed work resulting from an excused absence Participation in class discussion is also mandatory. Failure to participate on a regular basis will negatively impact students’ grades.

Participation:  Students are expected to participate in all class discussions and participate in all

Exercises and activities. It is the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor if assignment deadlines are not met. Students are responsible for initiating arrangements for missed work.

Unannounced quizzes:  There may be unannounced quizzes in this course.

Accommodations:  Students who need accommodations are asked to arrange a meeting during

office hours the first week of classes, or as soon as possible if accommodations are needed

immediately.  If you have a conflict with my office hours, an alternative time can be arranged.
To set up this meeting, please contact me by e-mail. Bring a copy of your Accommodation
Memo and an Instructor Verification Form to the meeting. If you do not have an
Accommodation Memo but need accommodations, make an appointment with the Program for
Students with Disabilities at 1244 Haley Center, 844-2096 (V/TT).

Honesty Code:  The University Academic Honesty Code and the Tiger Cub Rules and

Regulations pertaining to Cheating will apply to this class.

Professionalism:  As faculty, staff, and students interact in professional settings, they are 
expected to demonstrate professional behaviors as defined in the College’s conceptual
framework. These professional commitments or dispositions are listed below:

· Engage in responsible and ethical professional practices

· Contribute to collaborative learning communities

· Demonstrate a commitment to diversity

· Model and nurture intellectual vitality

Justification for Graduate Credit:
CTES 7420 is a comprehensive study of theories of second language acquisition. The course covers SLA from three perspectives: psycholinguistics, sociolinguistics and neurolinguistics. The course requires students not only to interpret and analyze theoretical models of SLA, it requires students to make clear the connections between research and effective practice in SLA programs. Crucial to the success of second language teaching and learning is educators’ in-depth understanding of how processes of second language acquisition are theorized and researched. The rigorous examination of SLA and its implications for teaching and learning English as a second language justify the placement of this course at the graduate level.
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