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AUBURN UNIVERSITY 

SYLLABUS

1.
Course Number:


COUN 8910

Course Title:


Teaching Practicum 

Credit Hours:


3 Semester hours (Lecture 3)
Prerequisites:


Graduate Standing

3. 
Text(s):
 

Readings TBA
4.  
Course Description:



This course focuses on the development of pedagogical practice, theory, and principles as it relates to 
graduate education in psychology and counseling. Course objectives will be met through supervised 
teaching experiences, teaching observations, supervised student formative evaluation, and supervisory 
meetings with assigned course instructor.

5.  
Course Objectives:


Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Develop and implement course lesson plans and activities relevant to course content in a counselor preparation course;

2. Articulate and operationalize a teaching philosophy;

3. Develop and implement formative and summative methods of evaluation and feedback for students;

4. Demonstrate the use of technology in course instruction;

5. Describe the ethical and legal principles that guide psychology pedagogy;

6. Develop methods to engage students in class activities and discussions;

7. Identify educational models and theories that guide teaching practice; 

8. Ability to modify teaching methods to address individual differences in learning styles;

9. Demonstrate knowledge of research and theories relevant to the pedagogy of psychology;

10. Demonstrate skills, abilities, and knowledge associated with cultural competence in teaching;

11. Awareness of the standards and competencies that guide psychology curriculum and program requirements.

6.
Course Content:


Course content will involve participation in class observations, supervised class instruction, and 
supervision sessions with assigned course instructor. The specific required components of this 
curricular experience are listed below. 
7.  
Course Requirements:


1.  Students will attend all classes and will observe without providing instruction for at least the first two 
weeks of class time. The student and practicum supervisor will determine the rate and extent of 
involvement in subsequent classes.  


2.  The student will spend at least 12 hours in direct instructional activities.  Student’s amount of direct 
instructional time in this practicum experience shall not exceed 15 hours of direct instructional activities. 

Some instruction will involve supervision of in-class exercises.
3.  The student will assume responsibility for at least one and a half full classes during the term and will provide the following at least five days in advance of each lesson in order to receive and incorporate feedback from the supervisor:



Lesson Plan*

· Objective(s) being addressed (what will students be able to do as a result of the instruction?)
· List of resources (including bibliography of references used to prepare for the class, and the principal theory(ies) and research used to provide a foundation for the lesson)
· Instructional processes (activities)
· Questions for classroom discussion 
· Guided and independent practice 
· Feedback and evaluation strategies

4.  Following both of the classes listed above, the teaching observation form completed by the supervisor 
will be used to help the student prepare a statement of reflection on the experience.  Included will be a 
consideration of the student’s development as a teacher, the extent to which teaching and evaluation 
methods used are congruent with his approach to teaching, and the extent to which the student made 

appropriate accommodations for individual differences of participants. 

8.
Grading and Evaluation Procedures:


Students in this course are required to complete the specified teaching, observation and supervision 
requirements.  Student’s final evaluation is determined based on these components.  


Lesson Plans and Course Instruction (2 full class sessions)

40% 


Supervision Sessions 





10%


Class Observation and co-instruction



20%


Additional Instructional Activities 




30%













Total
100%

 The following scale will be used:


90-100% 
= A


80-89.9% 
=B


70-79.9%
=C


60-69.9%
=D


Below 60%
=F

9.
Class Policy Statements:

1. Students are expected to participate in all the required course and supervision components of this practicum.

2. Students in this teaching practicum may observe the academic evaluation practices used by the course instructor but based on University policy the academic evaluation of students (e.g., course grades, determinations of satisfactory performance) must be determined solely by the course instructor of record. 

3. Students who need special accommodations should make an appointment to discuss the Accommodations Memo during office hours as soon as possible.  If you do not have an Accommodations Memo please contact Dr. Kelly Haynes, Director, Program for Students with Disabilities, in 1244 Haley Center as soon as possible.  Telephone: 334-844-5943 (Voice T/O).

4. Incompletes will be granted only in cases of medical or personal emergencies.
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