FOUN 7010: History of Education

Summer 2010
Facilitator: Dr. Ivan E. Watts

Office Location:  Haley Center 4086


Phone:  (334) 844-5036
E-mail: wattsie@auburn.edu

Office Hours:
By appointment

Course Description

In this course, we will examine the historical forces that have shaped American schools.  From the American Revolution to the present, we will focus on the conditions that gave rise to the common school.  In particular, why did universal schooling emerge in American society and what were the prevailing ideologies?  Furthermore, in order to understand the connection between historical forces and current schooling circumstances, we will examine the following questions:  What groups most influenced the development of schools?  What groups have been historically disadvantaged by the educational system?  How are these interests reflected or not in the curriculum and contemporary schools?.

While we cannot thoroughly examine these questions because of time constraints, we will explore the impact of historical conditions on schools by:

LISTNUM 1 \l 1
examining societal characteristics during the 1830s onward in an effort to discern how and why they gave rise to universal schooling;

LISTNUM 1 \l 1
explore how various groups benefitted or not from the educational system that emerged;

LISTNUM 1 \l 1
and, investigate the connection between historical events and contemporary schools.

Course Goals

LISTNUM 1 \l 1 \s 1
To examine the factors that gave rise to the Common School movement.

LISTNUM 1 \l 1
To examine the prevailing ideologies as they shaped the development of schools.

LISTNUM 1 \l 1
To investigate how schools benefitted and/or disadvantaged various populations.

LISTNUM 1 \l 1
To achieve a deeper understanding of current school phenomena through an examination of their historical roots.

LISTNUM 1 \l 1
For you to incorporate the information from this course into your teaching or administrative practices.

LISTNUM 1 \l 1
For you to think more critically about the nature of schools and how they impact society.

Required Text

Anderson, J.D. (1988).  The education of blacks in the South, 1860-1935.  Chapel Hill, NC:  University of North Carolina Press.

Urban, W., and Wagoner, J. (2006 or 4th edition). American education: A History. New York: Rutledge Press.
Moreno, J.F. (Eds.).  (1999).  The elusive quest for equality: 150 years of Chicano/Chicana Education.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard Educational Review.

Course Requirements
Weekly Summaries


25%

Mid-term Examination                             25% 

      Lead Class Discussion


15%

      Research Presentation


25%

      Research Outline


            10%


Weekly Summaries:  Beginning on the week 2 students are expected to complete reading assignments and submit a summary of that week’s readings. At the end of your summary, you are to ask three (3) questions that may be used to lead discussion. Be critical in thinking about your questions. Each summary is worth three (3) points. Furthermore, you must attend class in order to submit your summary, unless previously discussed with the professor.   Consequently, attendance will be taken each class period and 4 points will be subtracted from your final grade for each un-excused absence. Additionally, excessive tardiness and early departure from class will result in an additional 4 points reduction.

Mid-term Examination.  You will be given a take-home examination June 29th. It should be submitted in class on July 6. You must use proper citation and referencing. Midterms should be no longer than 15 double-spaced pages in length, twelve point font and page numbering.
Lead Class Discussion. Students will be placed in groups at the first the class meeting. Each group will have an opportunity to lead a class discussion over the assigned readings for that class period. 

Research Presentation. Each group will be responsible for researching a topic of their choice under the larger topic of History of Education. The research presentation should be clear, concise, articulate and not exceed 60 minutes. 
Research Presentation Outline. Each group will submit a 2-3 page detail outline of their research presentation outline no later than July 14th. The outline should provide vital information such as a brief introduction of the topic, importance of the topic, sub-topics of interest, conclusion, and implications for professionals.

All grades will be equal to their percentage of the overall score.  For example, the mid-term examination is 25% of the grade.  Thus, the assignment carries a possibility of 25 points.  The final grade will be determined by adding the points for all assignments.  The following is the scale that will be used:

A   =   100 - 90

B   =   89.9 - 80

C   =   79.9 - 70

D   =   69.9 - 60

F   =  below 59.9
Note:  All assignments must be double spaced and produced by a word processed. You should keep a copy or file of your paper and all graded assignments returned to you until the end of the quarter. Late papers will result in 10 points reduction for everyday late. Up to three (3) days.! No assignment will be accepted after 3 days from the original deadline. Additional points will also be deducted for excessive misspelled words, grammatical errors, and improper in-text citation.
Reading assignments: You are responsible for ALL reading assignments. Also, you are required to have read all materials before coming to class. Any reading assignments, whether discussed in class or not, is subjected to appear on any course evaluation
Reading Assignments

	
	Readings and Questions

	Week 1: 5/26

	Introductions: Class, syllabus, books, expectations etc…


	Week 2: 6/2
	Educational History: Why study the history of education?  Why are societies concerned with education?  What are the aims of education and the purpose of schools?  How do schools tend to reflect the societies that give birth to them?  How would you characterize American society prior to and during the American Revolution?  How did pre-American Revolution society influence the establishment of compulsory schooling during the 1830s? Urban & Wagoner, chptrs, 1-3

	Week 3: 6/9
	The Common School Movement:  Why did American society become concerned with universal schooling?  How were children educated before the establishment of compulsory schooling?  What were the prevailing ideologies and who were the stakeholders?  Who benefited from the educational system that emerged and who did not? Urban & Wagoner,  chptrs 4-6.

	Week 4: 6/16
Lead class discussion
	Common schooling and social change:  How was the expansion of schooling accomplished?  In what areas of the country and what portions of the population most supported/inhibited expansion?  Urban & Wagoner, chptrs. 7&8

	Week 5: 6/23
Lead class discussion
	The Changing Nature of the American Curriculum: What values and attitudes are embedded in the curriculum? Who decides? In what ways did societal attitudes about different groups influence curricula designed for them?
 Perceived Roles of Women and its Impact on Educational Opportunities: What were the roles of women? How did attitudes about race or ethnicity influence the provision of educational opportunities? How did that shape educational opportunities and experiences?

Urban & Wagoner, chptrs. 9&10

	Week 6: 6/30
Handout Midterm
Lead class discussion
	Education in the South or Schooling for African Americans:  How did the establishment of schools differ in the South than in the North?  Why were blacks more supportive of universal education than white Southerns?  How did race relations converge to create a different form of schooling for black Americans?

Anderson, pp. 4 - 147

	Week 7: 7/7
Lead class discussion Midterm Due
	Continued:  How did the opportunities for black Americans differ from other racial groups?  How was education used to institutionalize a racial hierarchy of opportunity?  Anderson, pp. 148-237 & 279 - 285.

	Week 8: 7/14
Research outline due


	Education in the Southwest and West and  the Educational Experiences of Hispanic Americans: How did conditions in the Southwest influence the perceptions of Mexican Americans? In what ways do those perceptions influence their past and current schooling experiences?  Moreno, 3-77, 141-168 and 197-214.

	Week 9: 7/21

	The Civil Rights Era and its Impact on American Schools: The conditions of schools were designed to promote societal beliefs about particular groups. The result were massive transformations in the schools . . . that did not change the attitudes of individuals. In what ways do prevailing attitudes about race, class, and gender continue to create disparities in students’ educational experiences?

Urban & Wagoner, chptrs. 11&12

	Week 10: 7/28
	Research Presentations
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