AUBURN UNIVERSITY

COURSE SYLLABUS

1.
Course Number:

CTRD 7520
Course Title:

Curriculum and Teaching in Reading Education

Credit Hours:

3 semester hours

Prerequisites:

None (2 years of successful teaching and one undergraduate or graduate course in reading are required for admission to the Reading Specialist Certification Master’s Degree Program for which CTRD 7520 is a required course.)

Corequisite:

None (Candidates for the Alabama State Department of Education Reading Specialist Certification Master’s Degree must complete an internship to demonstrate the knowledge and skills included in the objectives and course content for CTRD 7520.)

2.
Date Syllabus Prepared: July 1998; Revised September 2000, 2004 and May 2007, 2011

3. 
Texts :


Assigned readings from the following texts will be made available in the Blackboard (Bb) Course Content and Related materials folder for CTRD 7520.

Bear, D., Invernizzi, M., Templeton, S., & Johnston, F. (2007, 2011). Words their way: Word study for phonics,

     vocabulary, and spelling instruction. New York: Allyn & Bacon.

Gambrel, L., Morrow, L., & Pressley, M. (2007). Best practices in literacy instruction. New York: Guilford Press.

Pressley, M. (2006, April 29). What the future of reading research could be. Paper presented at the International        Reading Association Reading Research 2006 conference, Chicago, Illinois.

Weishaar, P., & Weishaar, M. (2012). Implementing response to intervention in reading within the elementary 

       classroom. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Education, Inc.

One self-selected professional book will be purchased or procured by students and used for literature circle discussions. Additional texts and articles may be assigned by the instructor and selected by students taking this course.

4. Course Description:

This course focuses on teaching practices and reappraisal of experiences and content for the improvement of literacy curricula. Graduate students taking CTRD 7520 will develop the knowledge and skills necessary for implementing literacy curricula and teaching practices for students in pre-school through grade 12 that are grounded in the scientifically based reading research. Class A Reading Specialist Certification requires a two-credit-hour internship in a school setting to demonstrate application of the knowledge and skills taught in CTRD 7520.

5.
Course Objectives:
As a result of their work in this course, graduate students will demonstrate knowledge of 

1. Research including: what methods and materials for teaching reading have been established as effective by the scientifically based reading research supporting the explicit, systematic teaching of phoneme awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension; how scientifically based research in reading is grounded in theory and conducted; what instructional practices demonstrably improve reading achievement; who past and present prominent reading researchers are and what contributions they have made to theoretical understandings and practical knowledge about the teaching of reading. [(2a): (1.i & 1.ii), (2), (4)]

2. The knowledge base for reading including: 1) components of early reading instruction that nurture oral language development (e.g., by reading to students, providing verbal interactions about readings, expanding sentences), develop concepts of print, and foster a love of reading; 2) components of programs for developing readers in all grades that give students ample time and support for reading independently (e.g., help with book selection), emphasize reading for meaning, enhance reading proficiency through daily writing, increase students’ listening comprehension, integrate language arts in all content areas, and develop oral and silent reading fluency. [(2b): (2.i, 2.ii, 2.iii, 2.iv, 2.viii, 2.ix, 2.x, 2.xi, and 2.xii)] 

3. Reading materials including: classic and contemporary children’s and young adult literature; easy-reading fiction and non-fiction at levels appropriate to individual readers; and the uses and functions of various types of texts (e.g., predictable, decodable, transitional, serial, etc.) in developing effective, fluent readers and comprehenders. [(2c): (1), (2)]

4. Comprehension and the impact of: the amount of reading for developing comprehension; teacher-directed, integrated instruction in comprehension strategies for increasing students’ abilities to gain meaning from printed material (strategies include but are not limited to summarizing, retelling, rereading, outlining, note-taking, visualizing, clarifying, and predicting); questioning and discussion for supporting students’ literal, interpretive, and evaluative responses to printed material; vocabulary size for limiting or promoting outcomes of instruction and self-extending reading comprehension. [(2e): (1), (2), (3), (4), and (5)]

5. Reading/writing connections including: the influence of students ’writing on learning, understanding, and remembering content; the effectiveness of teaching writing as a process engaging students in prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing; and the role of writing across the curriculum using all four modes of discourse—descriptive, persuasive, narrative, and expository. [(2f): (2), (3), (4)]

6. Intervention and the importance of: ongoing, systematic assessment that informs instruction; intensifying instruction and guided practice for slowly developing readers; accelerating achievement for readers performing below grade level; self-selected, independent reading practice for leading struggling readers to become fluent readers. [(2g): (4)]

6. Tentative Sequence for Course Content:

(Go to the Blackboard Homepage for CTRD 7520 and click on the Assignments link to see details and due dates for readings and other class activities.)

Weeks 1 & 2
Historical Perspectives on Reading Research, No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Legislation, and 

                          Recently Mandated Response to Intervention (RtI) Programs

Weeks 3 & 4
The Knowledge Base and Materials for Early Reading Instruction: Oral Language, Emergent Literacy, and Phoneme Awareness

Weeks 5 & 6
The Knowledge Base and Materials for Assessing and Teaching Phonics, Vocabulary, and Spelling

Weeks 7 & 8
The Knowledge Base and Materials for Early Reading Instruction on Fluency and Comprehension

Week 9
Examination
Week 10
Professional Reading for Improving Reading Instruction & Achievement (Circle Groups’ Presentations on Professional Books Read in Literature Circles) 

Week 11
Literacy Report

7. 
Course Requirements:

A.
Class Participation: You are expected to attend class and actively participate in class discussions. An attendance and participation grade will be assigned based on the extent to which you demonstrate you (1) have read the assigned readings carefully and thoughtfully as demonstrated in class discussions and (2) can make connections that synthesize information on research-based practices and materials from multiple sources.

B.
Weekly Written Assignments: You will complete all assigned readings prior to class. For each week’s readings, you will write reflections with questions and insights based on content in the readings.

C.
Self-selected Professional Reading: You will nominate, select, read, and discuss a professional book with a small group of other class members using literature circle roles and discussions. After the book has been read and discussed by your circle group, you will present ideas and activities that provide a thorough introduction to the book’s content and an entertaining experience that will spark students’ interest in reading the book.

D. Examination: You will take one examination which will consist a variety of formats that may include true/false, matching, multiple choice, short answer, fill-in-the-blank, and essay items. You will be expected to demonstrate that you have read the material carefully and insightfully, that you can synthesize information from many sources, and that you can write clearly and concisely.

E. Report on Literacy Assessment and Instruction: You will produce a Literacy Report for a student in the Summer Reading Program that includes results of pretests and posttests, lesson plans based on assessment data used for instruction, and recommendations for the student’s continued progress in becoming a more skillful reader. 

8.
Grading and Evaluation Procedures:

The final grade for the course will be based on the following:

Class Attendance and Participation


10%

Weekly Written Assignments


     
20%

Procurement of, Preparation for, and 

Participation in Literature Circles Discussions and 

Presentation for a Self-Selected Professional Book
          20%

Examination





30%

Report on Literacy Assessment and Instruction

20%
Total




                        100%

      Any assignment turned in late will result in a 5% grade deduction per calendar day.

The following grading scale will be used:

90-100% = A; 80-89.99% = B; 70-79.99% = C; 60-69.99% = D; Below 60% = F

9. 
Class Policy Statements:

A.
Students are expected to attend all class meetings and lab sessions, and they are expected to participate in all classroom discussions and exercises (see the Tiger Cub Student Handbook). Students are expected to contact the course instructor before missing a class meeting. For each unexcused absence, 5 points will be deducted from the class attendance and participation grade.

B.
Students are responsible for initiating arrangements for missed work due to excused absences  (see the Tiger Cub Student Handbook).

C.
Students who need special accommodations should make an appointment to discuss the Accommodation Memo during office hours as soon as possible. If you need accommodations but do not have a Memo, contact the Director of the Program for Students with Disabilities in 1244 Haley Center as soon as possible by telephone (334-844-5943) to schedule an appointment.

D.
All portions of the Auburn University Honesty Code found in the Tiger Cub will apply in this class.

Checklist for CTRD 7920 Internship: Reading Education- Implementing a comprehensive classroom literacy program

CTRD 7520, Curriculum and Teaching in Reading Education, is a prerequisite or co-requisite for this 2-credit-hour internship which requires a minimum of 100 clock hours in one or more school settings and demonstration of satisfactory to exemplary performance for each of the abilities and competencies in the following checklist.

Directions: Mark each item 0-4

4 = Exemplary ability

3 = Commendable ability

2 = Satisfactory ability

1 = Some ability, but needs much improvement

0 = No evidence of this ability

____  1.    Create a print- and language-rich classroom that fosters all aspects of literacy. 

____  2.     Model reading and writing as valuable lifelong activities. 

____  3.     Use a variety of literary genres including culturally diverse literature. 

____  4.     Implement effective strategies that develop students’ language comprehension and expression. 

____  5.     Read to students and lead discussion about what was read.

____  6.     Provide direct instruction in comprehension strategies. 

____  7.     Model multiple comprehension strategies appropriate to the text and task including but not limited to summarizing, retelling, rereading, questioning, and deep discussion techniques. 

____  8.    Increase the motivation of students to read independently.

____  9.    Adjust reading strategies to the purpose of the reading and the nature of the text. 

____ 10.   Teach vocabulary through multiple encounters with words in a variety of contexts. 

____ 11.   Teach students to vary their reading rate according to their purpose and the difficulty of the material. 

____ 12.   Provide extensive practice in guiding students to choose and read appropriate texts in a variety of genres. 

