CTSE 7530:  Program Organization:  Social Science Education – Summer 2011
Instructor:





Class Sessions:

Dr. Jada Kohlmeier




Haley Center 1414

5064 Haley Center




M/W 3:00-6:00 p.m.

Telephone:
Office:
334-844-3834


Office Hours:



Dept:
334-844-4434


Wednesday 8:30-11:00


Cell:
334-633-5192


Thursday 3:00-4:00


kohlmjl@auburn.edu


and by appointment

Goals of the Course:

CTSE 7530 examines historical and current theories of social studies curriculum and best approaches for preparing competent citizens to preserve a participatory, pluralistic democracy.

1. Assess the mission of social studies and the teaching of history.

2. Examine current research about knowledge and learning and relate findings to social studies teaching practices.

3. Examine proposals for reform on social studies curriculum design and instructional practices in light of research on knowledge and learning.

4. Examine current research on higher-order thought, historical thinking and student engagement and relate findings to social studies teaching practices.

5. Examine various theories of curriculum and assess their potential for promoting student engagement and thoughtfulness in the social studies.

6. Design engaging, thoughtful social studies curriculum materials and activities to prepare students for citizenship in a participatory, pluralistic democracy.


Required Texts and Readings:

Dewey, John (1938).  Experience and Education.  New York, NY:  Macmillan Publishing Company.

Evans, Ronald W. (2004).  The Social Studies Wars:  What Should We Teach the Children?  New York, 


NY:  Teacher’s College Press.

Sizer, Theodore (1992).  Horace’s School:  Redesigning the American High School.  New York, NY:  


Houghton Mifflin Company.

Selected readings available through Blackboard web site.

General policies:

1. Assignments are due on announced dates.  Unexcused late assignments are unacceptable.

2. Attendance is required.  Please be on time.

3. Texts are heavily used in class.  Bring ALL ASSIGNED TEXTS each day.

4. This syllabus is a general plan for the course; deletions and changes may be necessary.

Course Requirements:




Weight


Due Date
1. Class discussions



30%


ongoing

2. Mid-Term policy paper



30%


6/20
3. Curriculum Proposal



10%


6/27 or 6/29
4. Final Curriculum Project


30%


7/25 or 7/27
We are all teachers; we are all learners.
A central theme of this course will be that we all learn together.  Please come prepared each day with questions and thoughts regarding our readings.  They are assigned with the intent of exploring the deepest meanings of the texts together.  I hope and expect equal participation on the part of all of us in discussions.

Professional Performance Index (PPI):  Descriptive Evaluation Criteria

For use in assessing contributions to class activities and summary

description for interpreting overall course grade.

Exemplary

93-100

A
Exceptional organization and performance of in all facets of the course.

90-92

A-
Defines own standards beyond those established.  Work reflects serious




consideration of reading and shows substantial variety and significant




creativity.  Demonstrates ability to ask pertinent questions as well as answer




them.  Demonstrates holistic view of the subject and of adolescent students




in instructional decisions.  Significant leadership in contributing to content




of class sessions.

Competent

87-89

B+
Formulates useful questions.  Shows creativity.

83-86

B
Physically and mentally alert to standards.  Places subject in context of social




Studies content courses.  Answers questions independently.

80-82

B-
Draws some parallels to other experiences and readings.

Functional

76-79

C+
Participates with cueing.

70-75

C
Physically and mentally present.  Passive acceptance of subject.

Minimal

60-69

D
Inability to understand or accept basic standards.  Physically and/or mentally




absent too often.

Unsatisfactory

59

F
Massive indifference to standards of professional behavior and scholarship.

Course Reading Assignments

May 23
Parker, Walter C. (1996).  “Introduction:  Schools as Laboratories of Democracy.”  In Parker’s (Ed.) Educating the Democratic Mind. (pp. 1-22), Albany, NY:  State University of New York Press.  

Stanley, William B. (2005).  “Social Studies and the Social Order:  Transmission or Transformation?”  Social Education 69(5), 282-286.

Robelen, Erik W. (2011).  “Schools Walk Into Touchy Territory With Civil War.”  Education Week 30(28).
May 25
Evans Chapters 1-3

Gewertz, Catherine. (2011).  “Specialists Weigh Common Social Studies Standards.”  Education Week, 32(30).
June 1
Dewey – entire book.

June 6
Evans Chapters 4-6

Saxe, D.W. (2003).  Patriotism versus Multiculturalism in Times of War.  Social Education. 67(2), 107-109.

Adler, S. (2003).  A Response to David Saxe.  Social Education. 67(2), 111-113.

Nussbaum, Martha C. (2002). “Patriotism and Cosmopolitanism.”  Chapter in Nussbaum’s For Love of Country?  Boston, MA:  Beacon Press, pp. 3-20.
June 8
Evans Chapter 7

Cheney, L. (1994).  The End of History.  Wall Street Journal.  October 10.

Cohen, R. (1996).  Moving Beyond Name Games:  The Conservative Attack on the National History Standards.  Social Education.  60(1), 49-54.

Nash, G. (1995).  The History Children Should Study.  The Chronicle of Higher Education.  April 21, XLI(32), A60.

Saxe, D. (1996).  The National History Standards:  Time for Common Sense.  Social Education 60(1), 44-48.

June 13
Ravitch, Diane (2010).  The death and life of the great American school system:  How testing and choice are undermining education.  Philadelphia, Pennsylvania:  Basic Books.  Chapters 2 (pp. 15-30) and 11 (223-242).
Ravitch, Diane (2011).  “Obama’s War On Schools:  The No Child Left Behind Act has been deadly to public education.  So why has the president embraced it?”  Newsweek March 20.
Grant, S.G. & Gradwell, Jill M. (2010).  Teaching history with big ideas:  Cases of ambitious teachers.  Lanham, Maryland:  Rowman & Littlefield Education.  Chapters 1 (1-20) and 2 (21-38).
June 15

Fordham Foundation’s critique of state history standards:
http://www.edexcellence.net/publications-issues/publications/the-state-of-state-us.html
June 20

Policy Paper Due
Urrieta, Luis, Jr. (2004).  Dis-connections in “American” Citizenship and the Post/neo-colonial:  People of Mexican Descent and Whitestream Pedagogy and Curriculum.  Theory and Research in Social Education. 32(4), 433-458.

Epstein, Terrie (2001).  “Racial Identity and Young People’s Perspectives on Social Education.  Theory Into Practice.  40(1), 42-47.

Delpit, Lisa (1995).  “The Silenced Dialogue:  Power and Pedagogy in Educating Other People’s Children.”  Chapter in Delpit’s Other People’s Children:  Cultural Conflict in the Classroom.  New York, NY:  The New Press, pp. 21-47.

June 22
Sizer Chapters 1-4

June 27
Sizer, Chapters 5-8
Present Curriculum Project Ideas
June 29
Sizer, Chapters 9-12

Present Curriculum Project Ideas
