COUN 8970: Special Topics- Cognitive and Affective Bases of Behavior 

SYLLABUS 
Instructor: Dr. Elizabeth Uhl                           



E-mail: eru0002@auburn.edu 
Class Time: Saturday 8:00 – 4:45 





Class Location: Haley 2011



Required Text: 
Smith, E. E., & Kosslyn, S. M., (2006). Cognitive Psychology: Mind and Brain.  
Require Readings: Will be posted weekly on Canvas (listed in appendix). 

Course Description: This course will cover major research areas in cognitive psychology and cognitive neuroscience, including attention, working memory, spatial cognition, decision making, and the role of emotions across subdomains. This course will also provide the foundation for thinking broadly and critically about human behavior by incorporating recent theoretical and neuroscientific insights. 
EVALUATION 
Reflections & Class participation – Each week you will answer the following 3 questions (either on Canvas or sent to me via e-mail). 1) What is the BLUF? 2) What was the most interesting part of the article to you? 3) How can this inform your counseling perspective/ practice? Reflections and class participation are worth 10 % of your final grade. 
Presentations – Each student will lead one individual presentation on an assigned article. Students will work in groups on several presentations throughout the course. The last week of class, students will present an article of their own choosing on a topic related to cognitive psychology or emotion. 

Final Paper - The final paper (8-10 double spaced pages, APA format) will be a review and analysis of a current research issue or question which is of particular interest to the student. The review and analysis should describe the current state of knowledge on a particular research issue. The paper should also consider, at least briefly, the remaining questions or next steps for that research question. The review and analysis must incorporate some topical and theoretical issues covered in the course and should incorporate additional research not included in the course.
Components of your Final Grade







Reflections & Class Participation

25%




Presentations 




50% 


Final Paper 




25%




Academic integrity: Students are expected to maintain academic integrity and honesty in all their work. Violations of Auburn University's academic honesty policy will not be tolerated. The instructor will act in accordance with the procedures detailed in Tiger Cub.
Disability Statement: Students who need accommodations are asked to arrange a meeting during office hours the first week of classes, or as soon as possible if accommodations are needed immediately. If you have a conflict with my office hours, an alternate time can be arranged. To set up this meeting, please contact me by e-mail. If you have not established accommodations through the PSD office, but need accommodations, make an appointment with The Program for Students with Disabilities, 1228 Haley Center, 844-2096 (V/TT).

Attendance: Students are expected to attend all classes. The instructor must be notified in advance if a class is to be missed; excused absences must be accompanied by appropriate documentation in accordance with established university policy. 
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