Auburn University

Department of Special Education, Rehabilitation, Counseling
Instructor: Margaret Flores, Ph.D., BCBA-D
1.
COURSE NUMBER:
RSED 7420/7426
Title:


Research into Practice  
Credit Hours:
3 semester hours
Prerequisites:

None
Day/Time:

June 26-August 4, T/H 5:00-8:50 

Place:


Haley Center 2454
Instructor contact information:

Office: Haley Center  1224B
Email: mflores@auburn.edu
Phone: 844-2107

2.
DATE SYLLABUS PREPARED: May 2017
Required Textbook: Mills, G. E, & Gay, L.R. (2016) Educational research: Competencies for analysis and applications, 7th edition. Boston, MA: Pearson.
3.
COURSE DESCRIPTION: The purpose of this course is to apply instructional and behavioral research into practice through clinical involvement with students who have autism spectrum disorder and other developmental disabilities.
4.  COURSE OBJECTIVES: Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:
1. Demonstrate knowledge of and implement research validated academic and social/behavioral interventions and strategies with students with disabilities.
a. State intervention goals in observable and measurable terms
b. Identify potential interventions based on scientific evidence 
c. Select strategies based on task analysis (J-03), student preference (J-04), student’s current repertoire  (J-05), supporting environments (J-06), environmental constraints (J-07), social validity of the intervention (J-08)
d. When a behavior is decreased, select an acceptable alternative behavior to be increased (J-10)
e. Program for stimulus response generalization (J-11)
f. Program for maintenance (J-12)
g. Select behavioral cusps as goals for intervention (J-13)
h. Arrange instructional procedures to promote generative learning (J-14)
i. Make data-based decisions regarding instruction (J-15)
2. Review and interpret articles from behavior analytic literature (B-02)
3. Demonstrate knowledge of functional behavioral assessment, including functional analysis, and design appropriate interventions using FBA data.
a. Identify potential interventions based on assessment results  (J-02)
4. Demonstrate knowledge of and implement a system of behavior recording with students with disabilities.

a. Select a measurement system to obtain representative data given the dimensions of the behavior and logistics of observation and recording (H-01)

b. Select schedule of observation and recording periods (H-02)

c. Select a display that effectively communicates relevant quantitative relations (H-03)

d. Evaluate changes in level trend, and variability (H-04)

e. Evaluate temporal relations between observed variables (H-05)
5. Demonstrate knowledge of and implement systematic data collection and graphic analysis of data with students with disabilities.

a. Identify and address practical and ethical considerations when using experimental deigns to demonstrate treatment effectiveness 

b. Use experimental designs such as withdrawal/reversal (B-04), alternating treatments (B-05), changing criterion (B-06), multiple baseline (B-07), multiple probe (B-08), combine design elements (B-09)
c. Design, plot, and interpret data using equal interval graphs (A-10) and cumulative record to display data (A-11)    

6. Use data to write a progress report for students with disabilities.

a. Provide ongoing documentation for behavioral services (K-01)

7. Design classroom instruction and provide appropriate supervision for individuals providing instruction to students within the classroom 

a. Identify contingencies governing the behavior of those responsible for carrying out behavioral-change procedures and design interventions accordingly (K-03)
b. Design and use effective performance monitoring and reinforcement systems (K-04)

c. Design and use systems for monitoring procedural integrity (K-05)

5. TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE
	
	Topics
	Readings 
	Assignments 

	June 27
	Introduction, literature search and review , APA style
	Ch 1 & 3
	

	June 29 
	Selecting research topic, preparing research plan
	Ch 2 & 4
	Research topic due

	July 4 
	Holiday, no class meeting 

	July 6
	Single case design 
	 Ch 11
	Article approval

	July 11
	Survey, Correlational, causal comparative 
	Ch 7, 8, 9
	Test 1

	July 13
	Work day, no class meeting 

	July 18
	Experimental Research 
Research Plan
	Ch 10
	Annotated bibliography 

	July 20
	Research Plan
	Ch 16
	

	July 25
	Research Plan Draft review 
	
	

	July 27
	Research Presentation 
	
	Research plan 

	August 1
	
	
	Test 2


6. COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
Course Assignments 
1. Tests (40 points, 20 points each): There will two tests, each worth 20 points. The test will be timed and consist of objective questions. Test will be available on Canvas. 
2.   Annotated Bibliography (40 points): Students will complete an annotated bibliography that will be used to form an introduction and rationale for their research plan. Students will have eight entries (8 intervention articles). Articles must be from a peer-reviewed journal within the fields of special education, applied behavioral analysis, or rehabilitation. Articles from open access journals, international special education journals, and Rehabilitation Bulletin will not be accepted for this assignment. A grading rubric is included in the syllabus. Each entry will consist of:
· APA citation

· Statement of the study’s purpose

· Description of the intervention 

· Summary of the methods

· Conclusions regarding contribution to the field and suggestions for future research 

3.   Intervention Research Plan (20 points):  Students will develop a research plan to investigate the effects of an intervention using single case design. The plan will consist of an introduction that provides a rationale for the need for the study, a statement of the research question, and a methods section. Within the methods section, students will include a description of the research design, research procedures, and a proposed graph showing a functional relation that one would anticipate if the intervention were successful. A grading rubric is included in the syllabus. 

 ** Students who do not intend to complete the graduate certificate in ASD and DD or BACB approved course sequence will have other options for completing the research design section. 
	Tests 
Annotated Bibliography
Research Plan 
	40 pts

40 pts

20 pts

	Total 
	100 pts


A=90-100, 

B=80-89, 

C=70-79, 

D=60-69, 

F=59 and below
8.  CLASS POLICY STATEMENTS: 
Attendance: Attendance is expected at each class meeting. Distance students are expected to view class recording or participate via webcast regularly.
Assignments: All assignments should be typed and prepared in a professional manner (e.g., neat, correct grammar, spelling), following APA guidelines. Additionally, assignments are due on the date listed in the syllabus. There is no credit for late assignments or tests; any assignment or test turned in after the class period on the assigned due date will be assigned a grade of 0. Exceptions are at the discretion of the instructor in cases of verified university approved absences. If an assignment cannot be submitted or test taken by the due date, the instructor must be notified beforehand via phone or email. A written university approved excuse must be provided upon student’s return to class and the student will have 1 week to complete the missed assignment.

Accommodations: Students who need special accommodations in class, as provided for by the American Disabilities Act, should arrange a confidential meeting with the instructor during office hours the first week of classes - or as soon as possible if accommodations are needed immediately. Bring a copy of your Accommodation Memo and an Instructor Verification Form to the meeting. If you do not have these forms but need accommodations, make an appointment with the Program for Students with Disabilities, 1244 Haley Center, 844-2096 (V/TT).

Professionalism: As faculty, staff, and students interact in professional settings, they are expected to demonstrate professional behaviors as defined in the College’s conceptual framework. These professional commitments or dispositions are as follows: (a) engage in responsible and ethical professional practices, (b) contribute to collaborative learning communities, (c) demonstrate a commitment to diversity, and (d) model and nurture intellectual vitality.
Classroom Behavior and Honesty: Students are expected to read and adhere to all classroom polices in the Auburn University Policy Site https://sites.auburn.edu/admin/universitypolicies/default.aspx regarding classroom behavior and honesty.

Classroom Behavior: “Behavior in the classroom that impedes teaching and learning and creates obstacles to this goal [learning] is considered disruptive and therefore subject to sanctions… Students have the responsibility of complying with behavioral standards… Examples of improper behavior in the classroom (including the virtual classroom of e-mail, chat rooms, telephony, and web activities associated with courses) may include, but are not limited to the following: arriving after a class has begun; use of tobacco products; monopolizing discussion; persistent speaking out of turn; distractive talking including cell phone usage; audio or video recording of classroom activities or the use of electronic devices (including cell phones) without the permission of the instructor; refusal to comply with reasonable instructor directions; employing insulting language or gestures; verbal, psychological, or physical threats, harassment, and physical violence.” (See Auburn University Policy Site https://sites.auburn.edu/admin/universitypolicies/default.aspx).
Honesty Code: Rules and Regulations pertaining to Cheating will apply to this class.  The Auburn Academic Honesty Code is found in the Auburn University Policy Site (https://sites.auburn.edu/admin/universitypolicies/default.aspx).
Students are to read the honor code carefully, making sure they understand the policy, its implications for their work (e.g. tests, reports, papers, projects), and the consequences of code violation.  Non-compliance with this policy will result in formal action with the university academic honesty procedures.  Among other things, students are responsible for understanding the definition of plagiarism.  Individuals are to (a) reference materials they use, and (b) reference only material they access directly.  Individuals who copy or use ideas from the works of others without properly acknowledging the author, risk grave consequences.

Student Academic Grievance Policy: The purpose of this university policy is to “resolve academic grievances of students, which results from actions of faculty or administration.  This resolution should be achieved at the lowest level and in the most equitable way.  The burden of proof rests with the complainants.”  See Auburn University Policy Site (https://sites.auburn.edu/admin/universitypolicies/default.aspx) for steps toward redress.

Confidentiality: Respect family rights to privacy, the identity of children and families will be confidential.
Contingency Plan: In the unlikely event that either instructor(s) or students are unable to attend class due to serious infectious illness (documentation required), assignments and will be made available on Canvas for completion or submission.

RSED 7420 Grading Rubric for Research Project & Paper
	Paper Requirements
	No

	All articles cited are from scholarly journals
	Assign 0

	Paper consists of original work. No more than four continuous words from another work are included.
	Assign 0

	Category
	5 Pts per category 
	4 Pts per category
	2-3 Pts per category
	0-1 Pt per category

	Citations, writing conventions  according to APA, grammar, spelling, person 1st  language
	4 or fewer errors
	5-9 errors 
	10-14 errors 
	15 or more 

	Introduction 
	Introduction clearly states the topic, provides the reader with information about paper’s organization
	
	Introduction clearly states the topic, but does not include information about how the paper will be organized.
	Topic is unclear, no information about paper’s organization.

	Category
	10 Pts per category
	8 Pts per category
	4-6 Pts per category 
	0-2 Pts per category

	Review of the literature written in own words, w/o direct quotation
	Accurate, clear description of implementation. Relevant text included on four entire pages without quotation.
	Accurate, clear description of implementation. Relevant text is included on 3, but less than 4 pages without quotation
	Description of implementation is lacking in detail, or unclear. Relevant text included on three pages without quotation.
	Relevant text is one page or less

Includes quotation(s)

	Rationale for intervention based on the data gathered from a functional assessment and functional analysis 
	Explicit description of the rationale for the intervention with specific references to data collected and patterns of events and behaviors observed through functional assessment and functional analysis that led to the hypothesis for the function of the behavior. Clearly explains how the intervention addresses the function of the behavior 

1 page in length
	Description of the rationale for the intervention with some references to data collected and patterns of events and behaviors observed through functional assessment and functional analysis that led to the hypothesis for the function of the behavior. Clear, but brief statement as to how the intervention addresses the function of the behavior

1 page in length
	Vague description of the rationale for the intervention References to data collected are unclear or patterns of events that led to the hypothesis for the function of the behavior may be confusing. Statement regarding the connection intervention and the function of the behavior is confusing or vague. Less than 1 page 
	Rationale for the intervention is missing or inaccurate. Specific references to data are missing. Missing statement regarding the connection between the intervention and the function of the behavior 

	Graph of intervention results 
	Graph includes basic components (appropriate conventions, clearly labeled axes, phase changes, etc…) Design is clear and data are easily interpreted 
	Two or fewer errors in the basic conventions of graphic display of data, but visual analysis is possible 
	Graph does not conform to basic conventions and poor construction of the graph interferes with visual analysis 
	Graph is missing 

	A description of intervention implementation and results in summer program
	Accurate, clear and detailed description of implementation in the summer program. Clear references to graph and visual analysis of data.
At least 1 ½ pages
	Accurate, clear and detailed description of implementation in the summer program.  Clear reference to graph and visual analysis of data, but may be missing one or more effects.
1 a page.
	Description of implementation in the summer program unclear or inaccurate, vague reference to graph or poor visual analysis of data, missing major effects. ¾ page.
	Relevant text is included, missing reference of graph or lack of visual analysis of graphic data, less than ¾ of a page.

	Description of how the implementation consistent with research, conclusion and suggestions for future implementation 
	Accurate, clear and detailed description of the extent to which implementation was consistent. At least one logical suggestion for future implementation. Relevant text included on one whole page.
	Accurate, clear and detailed description of the extent to which implementation was consistent. At least 1 logical suggestion for future implementation. Relevant text is included at least ¾ of a page.
	Description of the extent to which implementation was consistent with research is unclear or inaccurate, OR no suggestion for future implementation. Relevant text is included at least ¾ of a page
	Relevant text is less than ¾ of page.
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