AUBURN UNIVERSITYPRIVATE 

SYLLABUS 
1.
Course Number:
ERMA 7910/7916

Course Title:

Practicum in Educational Research, Measurement, and Evaluation 


Credit Hours:

3 semester hours

Prerequisites:

ERMA 7210, ERMA 7300
2.
Date Syllabus Prepared:  April 2018, revised May 2021



3. Texts:   Resources (journals, research monographs, other research, etc.) selected as appropriate to the individual practicum focus. .

4. Course Description:

This practicum is designed to provide performance-based experience related to the area of specialization within educational research and evaluation. It is designed to provide students with a supervised experience within a school, university, or community setting that will assist them in gaining expertise/experience in implementing educational research and evaluation projects.  

5.
Course Objectives:
Plan and implement research and evaluation projects – Students may have already planned a research and evaluation project in a prior course, but will implement a research or evaluation study during practicum. 
Apply appropriate research methodologies to questions, issues, and problems in educational research and evaluation to specific practicum settings.

Communicate research and evaluation findings to professionals and practitioners. – Students will present findings from the research they completed during this practicum experience. 
6. Course Content:

The specific practicum content is tailored to the individual student's approved practicum assignment. Weekly course sessions will focus on the following issues and topics.

Week 1 – Introductions, Practicum Requirements, Discussion of Student Practicum Plans and Goals

Week 2-9 – Research Design, Measurement, and Analysis Issues faced at Practicum Sites/Activity

 - Professional and Career Opportunities in Educational Research and Evaluation

 – Professional and Ethical Issues

 - Portfolio Development

Week 10 - Practicum Reports/Discussion 
Practicum Proposal – DUE Week 3
Practicum Progress Report – DUE in weeks 5
Practicum Report – DUE Week 10

Portfolio Artifacts and Reflections – Week 10
7. Course Requirements

Practicum Goals and proposal – this proposal will include a description of the practicum site goals, responsibilities of the practicum student and timeline for completion of practicum duties.

Practicum Progress Report – At the approximate halfway point, provide a summary of your progress and what actions need to be taken to complete the proposed project. Each summary should be submitted via Canvas as a document or as a substitute for a summary you may schedule an appointment with instructor to discuss your progress. Progress and issues faced at practicum sites will also be discussed in class meetings.
Practicum Project Report - Prepare a brief summary report of your practicum project/activity. In this report, address the development and rationale for the overall goals and questions, project design (sampling data collection and analysis), findings and discussion. Some aspects of this practicum project will also be useful for the portfolio artifacts and reflections described below. 

Portfolio Artifacts and Reflections– A portfolio is the masters’ program in Educational Research, Measurement, and Evaluation. The portfolio is aligned with program student learning outcomes for the degree and used for academic assessment and improvement purposes. Supportive evidence will be included based on your efforts in core coursework and this practicum experience. For example, you are required to analyze program missions and theory of action and construct a set of meaning evaluation questions in ERMA 7200 and ERMA 8100. In several courses (ERMA7210, ERMA8100, and ERMA8200), students are required to plan appropriate research (and evaluation) methods to address the purpose and specific research/evaluation questions. During this practicum, you will be required to implement research or evaluation and communicate findings to clients and practitioners, as well as others enrolled in the practicum.

The final grade (S/U)for the course will be based on the following:

Practicum Proposal  - 30 points

Practicum Summaries - 10 points

Portfolio ad Presentation – 60 points

70 points earns a satisfactory (S) grade.
PRACTICUM PROPOSAL GUIDELINES

Body of Proposal

1. The problem, activity, or concern and its significance

Discuss the educational problem(s) involved in the specific area of the proposed practicum.  Relate theory to practice.

2. Description of the problem, activity, or concern

Describe the features and major dimensions of the proposed problem, activity, area of study, or concern.  Indicate and describe the variables associated with the proposed practicum.

3. Activity Design

Describe the operational plan and indicate why the plan is appropriate for achieving the stated objectives.  Describe how you envision the final product and its implications and/or possible contributions.

4. Activity Management

Indicate in chronological order the events and the time frame for their completion.

5. Resources

Outline the resources needed to complete activities and objectives and explain how they are to be used.

6. Evaluation

A final paper/product is required.  Propose an evaluation scheme for the final product which reflects the unique nature of the practicum.  

PRACTICUM REPORT GUIDELINES

1. Revisit anything that you revised from the proposal and explain the rationale for any changes made. These areas include 1) the primary or concern and its significance, 2) description of the problem, 3) project design, 4) project management, 5) resources, and 6) evaluation.

2. Prepare a brief summary report of your practicum project/activity. In this report, address the following:

a. Primary goals/questions addressed in the project. Describe the process in which these goals/questions were developed (some of the this may also apply to SLO1)

SLO 1: Analyze and evaluate educational research to generate and examine a set of research questions

b. Project Design. Describe the key aspects of the design used to examine the goals/questions stated above. This will include:

1) Research/evaluation design

2) Sample and sampling plan

3) Data collection methods and support for integrity of methods

4) Data Analysis in relation to each goal/question



Some aspects of this will also apply to SLO#2

SLO 2: Plan and apply appropriate program evaluation and research methods to address research questions, issues, and problems 
c. Results and Discussion. Report the results you have in relation to your stated goals/questions. Describe the format(s) in which these results can best be communicated so that they reach the intended audiences. Discuss these findings, their implications for practice and recommendations for further study.



Some aspects of this will also apply to SLO#3

SLO 3: Communicate findings from research or evaluation to clients and practitioners, in a manner consistent with professional and ethical standards
MS – Educational Research Measurement and Evaluation (ERME) 

This program prepares individuals to work in a variety of professional settings, including universities, governmental agencies (such as the Department of Education), research and evaluation firms, research hospitals, insurance companies, national testing companies, and school systems. State-wide and nationally, school systems, community colleges, and universities employ assessment and evaluation specialists, institutional researchers, program evaluators and accreditation specialists.

http://www.education.auburn.edu/graduate-degree-cert/educational-research-measurement-evaluation-erme-m-s/
Below is a curriculum map that visually represents the alignment between student learning outcomes (SLOs) and required courses/experiences.    1=introduced, 2=reinforced, 3=emphasized
Student Learning Outcomes

SLO 1: Analyze and evaluate educational research to generate and examine a set of research questions.
SLO 2: Plan and apply appropriate program evaluation and research methods to address research questions, issues, and problems. 
SLO 3: Communicate findings from research or evaluation to clients and practitioners, in a manner consistent with professional and ethical standards.

	CORE COURSES REQUIRED FOR ALL STUDENTS
	SLO1
	SLO2
	SLO3

	ERMA 7200/7206 – Basic Methods in Educational Research
	1,2,3
	1.2
	1

	ERMA 7210/7216: Theory and Methodology of Qualitative Research
	1
	1,2
	1,2

	ERMA 7300/7306 – Design and Analysis 1
	1,2
	1,2
	1,2

	ERMA 7910/7916 – ERMA Practicum
	2,3
	2,3
	2,3

	ERMA 8100/8106: Program Evaluation
	1,2,3
	2,3
	2

	ERMA 8200/8206: Survey Research Methods
	1
	1,2,3
	1,2

	Advanced Methods Coursework (9 hours)
	2,3
	2,3
	2,3

	Perhaps include other aspects of the program (although not formally required for all)
	
	
	

	Conference Proposals, Presentations, Manuscripts for Publication
	2,3
	2,3
	2,3

	Research and Evaluation Experience 
	2,3
	2,3
	2,3

	1. 1=introduced, 2=reinforced, 3=emphasized

	
	
	


 Portfolio Assessment
A portfolio-based measurement system will be used to assess the SLOs stated previously. The purpose of this assessment for to improve the program, not to determine whether you earn the certificate.  Portfolios offer an authentic assessment opportunity, engaging students in the process of self-assessment and reflection in relation to valuable student learning outcomes (SLOs).  Supportive evidence will be included based on students’ efforts in core coursework and professional experiences. For example, students are required to read and critique research and formulate research questions in ERMA7200 and other required coursework and this aligns well with SLO1. In all required courses, students are required to plan appropriate research (and evaluation) methods to address the purpose and specific research/evaluation questions. These artifacts align directly with SLO2. The third SLO is focused on communicating research or evaluation findings and is introduced through required coursework, but reinforced through actual research and evaluation experiences that often occur outside of coursework.  

Sample evidence related to each SLO includes, but is not limited to, the following.  For each SLO, you will also be asked to submit a reflection statement which describes how the artifact(s) represent the SLO and how you have acquired the knowledge and skill reflected in the SLO. A scoring rubric will be used to score de-identified artifacts (evidence) and reflections.

	Student learning Outcome (SLO_
	Sample Evidence

	SLO 1: Analyze and evaluate educational research to generate and examine a set of research questions
	-Literature reviews, research critiques, research or evaluation questions

	SLO 2: Plan and apply appropriate program evaluation and research methods to address research questions, issues, and problems
	-Research proposals from coursework, conference proposals, grant proposals, evaluation plans -  including description of design, sample and proposed methods used to address research or evaluation purpose and questions

	SLO 3: Communicate findings from research or evaluation to clients and practitioners, in a manner consistent with professional and ethical standards
	-Written report form research of evaluation project, presentations made as part of course requirements, conference presentations, publications. 




