AUBURN UNIVERSITY SYLLABUS

1. Course Number:	COUN 7510
Course Title:	Advanced Clinical Mental Health Counseling Interventions
Credit Hours:	3 Semester hours
Prerequisites:	COUN 7320
Corequisites:	None
Course Instructor:	Sarah Flint, PhD, LPC-S, NCC
Course Meeting: 	Mondays 2:00 – 5:45pm
	 

2. Date Syllabus Prepared: April 2023 

3. Course Description:

This course consists of advanced counseling interventions, practices, techniques, and methods for mental health counselors including treatment planning, using evidenced-based trauma-informed practices, counseling processes, and evaluation. This specifically includes exploration of the dynamics of relationships and triangles, including family and social issues. Human sexuality issues will also be explored with an emphasis on assessment and intervention in mental health counseling practice. Content will include the merger of psychotherapy and pharmacotherapy, history, efficacy and present standard of care. A critical analysis of various techniques and approaches will be established.

4. Student Learning Outcomes:

Upon completion of this course, students will gain an understanding of:

a) Theories and models related to clinical mental health counseling (CACREP V.C.1.b)
b) Psychological tests and assessments specific to clinical mental health counseling (CACREP V.C.1.e.)
c) Record keeping, third party reimbursement, and other practice and management issues in clinical mental health counseling (CACREP V.C.2.m)
d) Strategies for interfacing with integrated behavioral health care professionals (CACREP V.C.3.d)
e) Strategies to advocate for persons with mental health issues (CACREP V.C.3.e)
f) Legal and ethical considerations specific to clinical mental health counseling (CACREP V.C.2.l.)
g) Diagnostic process, including differential diagnosis and the use of current diagnostic classification systems, including the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM) and the International Classification of Diseases (ICD) (CACREP V.C.2.d)
h) Techniques and interventions for prevention and treatment of a broad range of mental health issues (CACREP V.C.3.b.)
i) Classifications, indications, and contraindications of commonly prescribed psychopharmacological medications for appropriate medical referral and consultation (CACREP V.C.2.h.)
j) Roles and settings of clinical mental health counselors (CACREP V.C.2.h.)
k) Professional organizations, preparation standards, and credentials relevant to the practice of clinical mental health counseling (CACREP V.C.2.k.)
l) Neurobiological and medical foundation and etiology of addiction and co-occurring disorders (CACREP V.C.1.d.)
m) Intake interview, mental status evaluation, biopsychosocial history, mental health history, and psychological assessment for treatment planning and caseload management (CACREP V.C.3.a)
n) Strategies for interfacing with the legal system regarding court-referred clients (CACREP V.C.3.c)
o) Theories and models of marriage, couple, and family counseling (CACREP V.F.1.c)
p) Sociology of the family, family phenomenology, and family of origin theories (CACREP V.F.1.d)
q) Principles and models of assessment and case conceptualization from a systems perspective (CACREP V.F.1.e)
r) Assessment, evaluation, and case management for working with individuals, couples, and families from a systems perspective (CACREP V.F.3.a)

5. Course Content Outline:

	Date
	Topic
	Assignments Due
	CACREP Standards

	5/20
	Introduction & Review of Syllabus
 

Counselor Identity
Self-Monitoring 
Counseling Process
	




	V.C.1.b
V.C.2.m
V.C.2.l.
V.C.3.a

	5/27
	Memorial Day Holiday

	6/3
	
Documentation and Treatment Planning

Review of Basic Counseling Skills 


	
HIPAA training due

	V.C.1.b
V.C.2.l.
V.C.2.h.
V.C.2.m
V.C.3.d
V.F.1.d
V.F.3.a
V.C.2.k.

	6/10
	Defensive Documentation

Record Keeping  

Legal & Ethical Considerations of Practice

Testifying in Court
	


	V.C.3.b
V.C.3.c
V.F.1.d
V.F.3.a
V.C.1.e.

	6/17
	Working with Trauma & Evidenced-Based Practices

Trauma-Focused CBT

	Online TF-CBT training due

Self-Directed Learning Experience Topic Due

	V.C.2.l
V.C.2.d.
V.C.2.h.
V.C.3.d
V.C.2.k.

	6/24
	Documentation and Treatment Planning Workshop

	
	

	7/1
	
No Class – Self Care Week 


	7/8
	Working with Special Populations: Severe Mental Illness, Intellectual Disabilities, and Personality Disorders

Pharmacology

 De-escalating Clients

	
	V.C.2.d
V.C.3.b
V.F.1.c
V.F.1.d
V.F.1.e
V.F.3.a
V.C.1.d.
V.C.3.c

	7/15
	Tele-Mental Health Therapy

Working with Children and Older Adults

Family Dynamics and Counseling


	Tele-Mental Health Training(s) Due

Treatment Plan due
	V.C.2.d 
V.C.3.a
V.C.3.b
V.C.3.c
V.C.3.d
V.C.2.h.
V.F.3.a

	7/24
	Termination

Self-Directed Learning Experience Presentations

Class Wrap Up
	Self-Directed Learning Experience Presentation and Handout Due

	V.F.3.a
V.C.3.b
V.F.1.c
V.C.1.d
V.C.3.d
V.C.3.e
V.F.1.e
V.C.2.k.
V.C.2.h.







6. Assignments/Projects:

	Treatment Planning workshop 

Treatment Plan 

	
150
	V.C.1.b
V.C.2.m
V.C.2.l.
V.C.3.a

	Self-Directed Learning Experience

	50
	V.C.2.l.
V.F.1.c
V.F.3.a
V.C.1.d.
V.C.3.b.


	
Professional Development

  50pts- HIPAA training
50pts- TF-CBT training

	
150
	V.C.3.b.
V.C.2.m
V.C.2.h.
V.C.3.d

	TOTAL
	350
	



A. 	Professional Development Activities: (150 points)
Students are required to complete two trainings independently during the semester. Certificates of completion will be uploaded to Canvas to gain credit. Due 7/24

1. HIPAA Training for Mental Health Providers: this is a $30 training for mental health providers who will have access to protected health information. This will be required to begin practicum and provides a 2-year certification. This training can be found at https://www.hipaatraining.com/hipaa-training-for-mental-health

2. Online TF-CBT training: this training must be completed before the end of semester to enhance your understanding and knowledge of trauma-informed approaches. Students must provide a certificate of completion to meet the requirement; the $35 training can be found at https://tfcbt2.musc.edu/

3. Online tele-health training: 
Preferred and highly recommended: ($150 total investment)  https://www.renewedvisiontraining.com/product/telemental-health-provider-training/ (code: education for $100 off) $150 for a 9 hour training
This training is approved for the BC-TMH credential if you are interested in pursuing this credential after graduation and after passing the NCE. If you choose this option, you only need to upload your certification of completion to Canvas if you choose this training option.

	Second option: ($20 total)
Complete both of these two approved telehealth trainings, and submit a 3-4 page paper (double spaced) answering the provided prompts on ethical considerations of telehealth, barriers to telehealth counseling, and best practices in telehealth counseling. 
1. https://imis.counseling.org/store/detail.aspx?id=PEWEB22005 (Mental Health Counseling Technology: Ethical and Risk Management Strategies for Professional Counselors through ACA)
2. https://www.naadac.org/fundamentals-telehealth-webinar (The Foundations of Telemental Health and Ethics through NAADAC) (must pay the $20 fee to access the quiz to be able to receive the certificate of completion)









B. Treatment Planning Project (150 points):

Students are asked to develop two treatment plans. These plans will include application of theory, goal setting, identification of interventions, evaluation, and barriers or concerns.

Treatment Planning Workshop: (50pts) You will be provided with the case and the opportunity to practice with the treatment plan template which is what you will use as you move through practicum as well. The workshop is graded based on effort as well as the reflection piece. Students will share their experience with treatment planning and thoughts/questions they have prior to the treatment plan assignment. 

Treatment Plan II: (100pts) Students will be provided case vignettes to choose from and will have to complete a tentative treatment plan from the lens of their theoretical orientation. The template will be the same one students will use in practicum next fall. Due 7/24 


D. Self-Directed Learning Experience: (50 points)

Each student is to identify one human sexuality issue to explore in more complete depth than might be possible during class time. Students should design a self-directed learning experience to increase their knowledge and skills in working with clients experiencing concerns or adjustment difficulties around this particular issue. Research reviews, professional books, training attendance, interviews with experts in the field, and other learning experiences should be combined to create a meaningful learning experience on a topic of interest to you.

Proposals for your learning experience are due via email by 6/20/22. An original and creative infographic summarizing your findings (with scholarly citations if relevant) is due 7/24/24.

7. Rubric and Grading Scale:

Students in this course are required to complete the specified course requirements. Student’s final evaluation is based on these components.
The following scale will be used: 90-100%	= A
80-89.99%	=B
70-79.99%	=C
60-69.99%	=D
Below 60%	=F

Please note: Course assignments are due on the dates specified by 11:59p CT. When assignments are turned in late, without an excused or approved absence, scores for the assignment(s) will be reduced by 10% per day, with no assignments accepted more than 1 week past the due date. Please refer to the Class Policy Statements in the course syllabus for information about excused absences and making up assignments.
8. Class Policy Statements:

1. Make-Up Policy: Professionals complete assignments on time. Assignments are due by 11:59p CT on the date given. Assignments submitted after this time will be considered late. Late assignments will be penalized by 10% per day.  
2. Professionalism: As faculty, staff, and students interact in professional settings, they are expected to demonstrate professional behaviors as defined in the College’s conceptual framework. These professional commitments or dispositions are listed below:
a. Engage in responsible and ethical professional practices
b. Contribute to collaborative learning communities
c. Demonstrate a commitment to diversity
d. Model and nurture intellectual vitality

Professionals take responsibility for their own learning.  Professionals also understand that teaching and learning are ongoing processes for everyone. Understand that I as you instructor am learning along with you and your classmates. Please help me take a collaborative approach to solving any problems that arise. My purpose is to help facilitate your professional development using instruction, feedback, answering questions, brainstorming, and mediating course work requirements. If you need additional assistance or have a concern that needs to be addressed, please contact me via email. Professionals use appropriate means for discussing disagreements. Please don’t be so unprofessional as to take class time to discuss grades or other points of contention.

3. Academic Honesty: All portions of the Auburn University student academic honesty code (Title XII) found in the Tiger Cub will apply to university courses. All academic honesty violations or alleged violations of the SGA Code of Laws will be reported to the Office of the Provost, which will then refer the case to the Academic Honesty Committee. In essence, professionals give credit where credit is due.

4. Students with Disabilities Statement Disability Accommodations: Students who need accommodations are asked to electronically submit their approved
accommodations through AU Access and to arrange a meeting during office hours the first week of classes, or as soon as possible if accommodations are needed immediately. If you have a conflict with my office hours an alternative time can be arranged. To set up this meeting, please contact me by e-mail. If you have not established accommodations through the Office of Accessibility, but need accommodations, make an appointment with the Office of Accessibility, 1228 Haley Center, 844-2096 (V/TT).

5. Course Contingency: If normal class and/or lab activities are disrupted due to illness, emergency, or crisis situation, the syllabus and other course plans and assignments may be modified to allow completion of the course. If this occurs, an addendum to your syllabus and/or course assignments will replace the original materials.






9. Justification for Graduate Credit:

This course includes advanced content on pedagogical methods in counselor education. This includes content as specified by the Council for the Accreditation of Counseling and Related Programs (CACREP, 2009). All academic content approved by CACREP is for advanced Masters and/or Doctoral graduate study. This includes rigorous evaluation standards of students completing the student learning outcomes specified in this syllabus.
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