ADED 7970: Special Topics Seminar in Adult Education
Spring 2026 -version 1
Adult Learning in a Global Context: Pathways and Traditions
Auburn University College of Education
Department of Educational Foundations, Leadership, and Technology
Class Time: Asynchronous
Location: Online/Canvas
Professor: Dr. Leslie Cordie
Office: 3466 COE Building
Email: lesliecordie@auburn.edu
Telephone: (334) 844-308
Office Hours: Wednesdays 10 AM to 3 PM and by appointment
Instructor Contact: Responses to email or queries are usually provided within 48 hours during normal business hours.
Course Number: ADED 7970 D01
Course Title: Special Topics Seminar in Adult Education 
Credit Hours: 3 semester hours (graduate)
Pre/Corequisites: None
Course Description: This seminar explores the theoretical and practical transition from pedagogy (child-focused education) to andragogy (adult-focused education). Participants will examine the philosophical, psychological, and sociological underpinnings of adult learning and how these inform contemporary educational practices across the globe.
Recommended Text:
Cordie, L. (Ed.). Transition from Pedagogy to Andragogy: An international perspective. Emerald Publishing.
Other Readings, Resources, and Course Materials will be posted online in Canvas or made available through eReserves and the Library, the web, or as links.

Course Objectives:
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:
· Define and differentiate pedagogy, andragogy, and heutagogy
· Analyze multiple adult learning theories from seminal literature and their practical international implications
· Critically evaluate the transition from pedagogy to andragogy in various global adult educational and learning contexts
· Design learning experiences grounded in transitioning the learner from pedagogical to andragogical.
Grading Structure (215 Total Points)
	Assignment Category
	Points
	Total

	Thematic Discussions
	5 Weeks @ 10 points each 
	50

	Summary Discussion Reflection 
	20 pts
	20

	Chapter Reflections 
	Choose 5 @ 10 pts each
	50

	Summary Chapter Reflection 
	20 pts 
	20

	International Comparative Case Study
	Proposal (10)
Interview/Research Qs (15)
Recorded Presentation (20)
Final Report (30)
	75

	TOTAL
	
	215



Grading Scale: 
A: 90−100% (194−215 points)
B: 80−89% (172−193 points)
C: 70−79% (151−171 points)
F: < 70% (150 points or below)

Course Content and Philosophy
Course Overview and Delivery: This course consists of 15 weekly sessions covering diverse topics in global adult education. Delivered in an asynchronous format, we will participate weekly, with resources and interactive materials on Canvas. Learning experiences may include lectures, open-access resources, guest speakers, group activities, and multimedia content designed to build knowledge around theoretical frameworks and their implications in the international context of adult education.
Graduate Expectations and Andragogy: As this is a graduate-level course, consistent logins and active online participation are essential. Beyond standard study, you are expected to contribute meaningfully to discussions, collaborate effectively on group tasks or activities, and maintain a supportive environment for your peers. 
LMS Utilization: Auburn University’s Canvas platform (LMS) serves as our primary hub for course materials, assignment submissions, and interactivity. Through Canvas, we will engage in, submitting assignments, online discussions, and peer collaboration to enhance the learning. process.
Core Assignments
1. Chapter Reflections & Applications (70 Points)
In place of the standard journal weekly journal, students will select 5 chapters to answer the reflective questions at the end of the text. 
· Chapters: Select 5 chapters to answer the reflective questions; 5 chapters @ 10 points each (50 points)
· Format: Submissions may be a written narrative, video reflection, concept map, or narrated overview.
· Requirement: Connect theoretical chapter content to professional or personal experiences.
· Summary Reflection: Synthesize the main findings from the chapter reflections ; this can be in narrative or video format (20 pts)
2. International Comparative Case Study (75 Points)
A formal analytical report evaluating an educational program or policy in a country other than the United States (e.g., Ireland, Thailand, Caribbean, Germany, Canada, etc.)
· Research: Utilize UNESCO, UIL, ICAE or other sources to develop the background. Consider which theoretical models are predominantly used. 
· Interview/Research Questions (15 pts): Develop a set of interview questions for gathering deeper information from practitioners in that context. You do not need to conduct the interview, but utilize these questions to determine the research direction and needed information for the report. 
· Recorded Presentation (20 pts): An 8–10 minute recording summarizing the program, research interview findings, and theoretical analysis.
· Final Report (30 pts): A 2,500–3,000 word formal paper concluding with concrete recommendations for transitioning to an andragogical model. Discuss whether the new term of ‘chuoagogy’ is a need new framework to transition a learner to becoming self-directed.
4. Thematic Discussions & Summary Synthesis (45 pts)
These discussions will occur on Canvas and require one original post and two peer responses:
· Main Discussions (5 @ 10 pts each = 50 pts)
· The "Gogy" Spectrum (Week 3): Compare and contrast your personal experiences with pedagogy, andragogy, and heutagogy. Which model currently dominates your professional field?
· Global Policy Impact (Week 7): Discuss how a specific international policy (using a UNESCO or UIL report) has successfully or unsuccessfully shifted a program toward adult-centered learning.
· The Ethics of Autonomy (Week 13): Discuss the ethical dilemmas that arise when a learner is not yet "ready" for self-directed learning based on your readings.
· Cultural Barriers (Week 10): Based on the Caribbean or Thailand context, discuss how cultural norms can act as a barrier to implementing Knowles’ principles.
· The Future of Andragogy (Week 14): In an era of AI, does the Knowles model need to be revised? Discuss whether the term "chuoagogy" provides a better framework for modern self-directed learner
· Summary Discussion Reflection (20 pts)
· Description: A final synthesis that identifies common themes, divergent perspectives, and "lessons learned" from the five thematic discussions throughout the semester.
· Format: A 2 to 3 page written narrative or a 5-minute video reflection.
· Requirements: 
· Students must cite at least three peer contributions that challenged or expanded their original thinking.
· APA format
· Supported with a minimum of 3 references from readings





15-Week Seminar Schedule (Weeks begin on Thursdays)
Note: Assignments are due Wednesdays by 11:59 PM CST unless otherwise noted.
	Week
	Date
	Topic & Global Context
	Main Reading
	Assignments Due

	1
	Jan 7/8
	Introduction & Definitions
	Chapter 1 
	Syllabus and Assignment Overview; Introduction on Discussion Board

	2
	Jan 15
	Historical Context (USA/Europe)
	Chapter 3; Chang (2025)
	Initial Research and Country Selection

	3
	Jan 22
	Foundations of Andragogy and New Frameworks 
	Chapters 2 and 4; Knowles
	Reflection 1; Discussion 1 

	4
	Jan 29
	Comparative Models (Germany)
	Chapter 7;Yoshimoto et al. (2007)
	Reflection 2 

	5
	Feb 5
	Self-Directed Learning (Canada)
	Chapter 8; Merriam & Bierema (2013)
	Case Study Proposal  

	6
	Feb 12
	Learning Environments (UK)
	Fornaciari & Lund Dean (2014); Jarvis
	Discussion 2 

	7
	Feb 19
	Higher Education Transitions (Japan)
	Glassner & Back (2020)
	Reflection 3; Case Study Research Questions

	8
	Feb 26
	Adult Literacy & FET (Ireland)
	Chapter 11
	Discussion 3

	9
	Mar 5
	Community Learning (New Zealand)
	Chapter 10
	Reflection 4

	Spring Break – March 9 -13

	10
	Mar 19
	Regional Policy (Caribbean)
	Chapter 5
	Discussion 4

	11
	Mar 26
	Global Literacy (UNESCO/UIL)
	UIL; Chang (2025)
	Case Study Work

	12
	Apr 2
	Diverse Contexts (South Africa)
	Chapter 9
	Reflection 5

	13
	Apr 9
	Ethics in Adult Ed (Global)
	Brockett & Hiemstra (2004)
	Case Study Paper

	14
	Apr 16
	Future Trends (Finland)
	Chacko (2018)
	Discussion 5

	15
	Apr 23
	Synthesis & Global Conclusion
	Chapter 14
	Case Study Video

	
	Apr 30
	Final Reflections  
	NA
	Summary Reflections (Chapters and Discussion)



Key Course Policies
Academic Integrity: To maintain the integrity of our learning environment, all students must follow these standards:
· Submit Original Work: Plagiarism and cheating are strictly prohibited. We follow the AU Student Policy eHandbook.
· No "Double-Dipping": You may not submit work for this class that was previously turned in for credit in another course. Doing so will result in a zero for the assignment and may have academic integrity consequences.
· AI Policy: AI tools (e.g., ChatGPT) are permitted to augment the writing process. However, you must include an Author’s Note explaining how the AI was used and its value to your work. Unacknowledged use constitutes academic dishonesty.
Accommodations & Accessibility:
· Requesting Accommodations: Students requiring accommodations must submit documentation electronically through the standard AU process.
· Mandatory Meeting: Accommodations go into effect only after you have met with the professor. Please schedule an appointment during the first week of classes.
Instructor Contact: Office hours are held regularly and are also available by appointment. Email and other inquiries typically receive a response within 48 business hours
Technology: A student taking this course will need a reliable computer, Internet access, webcam, microphone, and must understand how to operate a variety of software programs. Some items and functions in Canvas DO NOT work in the mobile or tablet environment.

Peer Review: Several assignments require you to provide classmates with constructive feedback, including suggestions for improvement and necessary corrections. To guide this process, specific rubrics are provided within Canvas. Peer review is a proven learning technique designed to sharpen critical thinking and deepen your understanding of the course material. Please note that your grade is based on the quality and depth of the feedback you provide
Group or Team Assignments: For group assignments, grades are determined by both collective output and individual contribution. Unsatisfactory participation may result in a reduced grade for the specific assignment or your overall participation score. To ensure accountability, you may be required to submit peer- and self-evaluations to assess each team member’s performance and workload distribution.

Justification for Graduate Credit
As a graduate-level seminar in Adult Education, ADED 7970 requires students to move beyond foundational knowledge toward high-level synthesis, global research, and professional application1. The following rigorous standards justify this course for graduate credit:
· Advanced Theoretical Synthesis and Application: Students are required to conduct an in-depth analysis of the philosophical, psychological, and sociological underpinnings of adult learning. They must apply complex theories, including andragogy, heutagogy, and transformative learning, to diverse global contexts and professional learning environments
· Global Research and Empirical Analysis: Participants must demonstrate a high level of research proficiency by utilizing international databases and reports from organizations such as UNESCO, the UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning (UIL), and the International Council for Adult Education (ICAE) to develop background for their comparative studies.
· Cross-Cultural Fieldwork and Inquiry: Graduate rigor is further supported by the requirement to develop sophisticated inquiry instruments, such as interview questions for international practitioners, to gather qualitative data on the implementation of educational policies in countries.
· Rigorous Independent Workload: Commensurate with graduate-level expectations, students are expected to dedicate 6 to 9 hours of independent study, research, and application for every 3 hours of classroom time.
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