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Syllabus
Course Number/Title: COUN 7250-002/Advanced assessment and diagnosis in counseling
Class Meeting Time/Location: Wednesday 5:00pm – 7:50pm/College of Education 2128
Professor: Yuhyun Park, Ph.D.
Office Number/Building: College of Education 3128
Email Address: yzp0037@auburn.edu
I strive to be responsive to student emails and typically reply within 24–48 hours on weekdays. If you have not received a response within 48 hours, please feel free to send a follow-up message. Emails sent on weekends or holidays will be addressed as soon as possible on the next business day.
Here is a link: providing a brief, six step guide to proper student email etiquette
Office Hours: By appointment
Students may schedule a meeting using the “Book time to meet with me” feature in my O	utlook email. Simply click the booking link, select an available time, and you will automatically receive the meeting details. Meetings may be held virtually (e.g., via Zoom or Microsoft Teams) or in person, depending on preference and availability.
Text: American Psychiatric Association. (2022). Diagnostic and statistical manual of mental disorders (5th ed., text rev.). https://doi.org/10.1176/appi.books.9780890425787
The text is available as a free resource through the Auburn Library Resources (you will be required to sign it with your AU User ID and Password)**
Course Description: Process of assessment and diagnosis as it applies to the counseling process. This includes but is not limited to: diagnostic criteria, bias in diagnosis, cultural issues in diagnosis, assessment in the diagnostic process, and treatment planning.
Credit Hours: 3 semester credit hours/graded
Course Prerequisites: None
Outcomes and Objectives
CACREP Objectives/Student Learning Outcomes (SLO):
1. historical perspectives concerning the nature and meaning of assessment and testing in counseling (CACREP 3.G.1)
2. basic concepts of standardized and non-standardized testing, norm-referenced and criterion-referenced assessments, and group and individual assessments (CACREP 3.G.2)
3. statistical concepts, including scales of measurement, measures of central tendency, indices of variability, shapes and types of distributions, and correlations (CACREP 3.G.3)
4. reliability and validity in the use of assessments (CACREP 3.G.4)
5. culturally sustaining and developmental considerations for selecting, administering, and interpreting assessments, including individual accommodations and environmental modifications (CACREP 3.G.5)
6. ethical and legal considerations for selecting, administering, and interpreting assessments (CACREP 3.G.6)
7. use of culturally sustaining and developmentally appropriate assessments for diagnostic and intervention planning purposes (CACREP 3.G.7)
8. use of assessments in academic/educational, career, personal, and social development (CACREP 3.G.8)
9. use of environmental assessments and systematic behavioral observations (CACREP 3.G.9)
10. use of structured interviewing, symptom checklists, and personality and psychological testing (CACREP 3.G.10)
11. diagnostic processes, including differential diagnosis and the use of current diagnostic classification systems (CACREP 3.G.11)
12. procedures to identify substance use, addictions, and co-occurring conditions (CACREP 3.G.12)
13. procedures for assessing and responding to risk of aggression or danger to others, self-inflicted harm, and suicide (CACREP 3.G.13)
14. procedures for assessing clients’ experience of trauma (CACREP 3.G.14)
15. procedures for identifying and reporting signs of abuse and neglect (CACREP 3.G.15)
16. procedures to identify client characteristics, protective factors, risk factors, and warning signs of mental health and behavioral disorders (CACREP 3.G.16)
17. procedures for using assessment results for referral and consultation (CACREP 3.G.17)
Assignments, Grading, and Class Materials
Entrance Tickets (90 points)
There will be 9 entrance tickets throughout the semester. The entrance tickets will focus on the DSM-5 content covered in each lecture to ensure that the material has been read prior to class. Each entrance ticket is due by 3:59 PM CST on Canvas prior to the start of class on dates indicated on the syllabus. Each ticket will be worth 10 points. Entrance tickets not submitted by 3:59 PM CST will result in a 0. 
Please come prepared with your answers to one (or more) of the following:
· IDEA: What are some big ideas? What was most interesting to me?
· CRITIQUE: What questions or criticisms do I have that the readings do not address?
· ME: How do they inform or apply to my interests?
Write your answers in a handwritten or electronic journal. The purpose of this assignment is to promote weekly accountability, as the readings are a fundamental part of the learning process in this class. Submissions can be as simple as bullet points, notes taken during your reading, or reflections that emphasize your personal connection to the material.
Case Studies (100 points) 
Each week beginning week 3, we will get hands on practice through the use of case studies. Students will be given time to work through the case study on their own while filling out a worksheet and then students will break into small groups to work on a case conceptualization and analyze the case study further. Each group will select a different speaker each meeting to summarize the groups discussion with the whole class. The case study sessions are the best way to prepare for the Midterm and Final Exam. Students will be awarded up to 10 points for their participation. 
Mid-term Exam (100 points)
The midterm will consist of a series of clinical case vignettes. You will derive and justify a DSM-5 diagnosis for each client, including your reasoning and any differential diagnoses considered. You will have one week to complete the midterm. These will be open note/open book but must be completed individually.
Final Exam (100 pts)
The final will consist of a series of clinical case vignettes. You will be required to derive and justify a DSM-5 diagnosis, to include a differential diagnosis (if indicated) and/or dual diagnoses for each clinical case. You will have one week to complete the final. These will be open note/open book but must be completed individually.
Diagnosis Case Study Project (100 pts)
Students will select a character from a movie or TV show to serve as the basis for a comprehensive case study. See the addendum at the end of syllabus for a complete description. 
Cultural Bias in Diagnosis – Case Conceptualization Assignment (10 Pts) Tevera Assignment*
Students will complete a case conceptualization worksheet (see template below) to identify symptomology, diagnostic criteria and impressions, and cultural factors relevant to diagnostic decision-making. Only one case conceptualization is needed to assess CACREP standard 2.F.2. “Phyllis” or “Lee” can be used to meet the CACREP standard, see p. 4. Please see the addendum at the end of syllabus for a complete description. 
Please note: Course assignments are due on the dates specified.  When assignments are turned in late, without an excused or approved absence, scores for the assignments(s) will be reduced by 5% per day, with no assignments accepted more than 1 week past due. Please refer to the Class Policy Statements in the course syllabus for information about excused absences and making up assignments.  
Students in this course are required to complete the specified course requirements. Student’s final evaluation is based on these components.
Table 1.
Assignment Summary
	Assignment
	points

	Entrance Tickets
	90 points

	Group Discussions/Case Studies
	100 points

	Midterm Exam
	100 points

	Final Exam
	100 points

	Diagnosis Case Study Project
	100 points

	Cultural Bias in Diagnosis - Case Conceptualization Assignment
	10 points

	
	Total: 500 points


Grading Scale: A (90-100%); B (80-89%); C (70-79%); D (60-69%); F (Below 60%)	   
Course Content
Table 2.
Course Content
	Date
	Topic
	Assigned Reading/Assignment
	SLO

	Week 1 1/7
	· Syllabus/Course Overview
· Introduction to DSM-5
	· Syllabus
	3.G.6
3.G.11


	Week 2 1/14
	· Basic Concepts of the DSM-5
· Use of the Manual
· Neurodevelopmental Disorders
· Case Study #1: Billie, Justin, Michael, Simone, & Tim

	· Introduction
· Use of the Manual
· Neurodevelopmental Disorders
· Entrance Ticket #1

	3.G.1
3.G.2
3.G.5
3.G.7
3.G.10

	Week 3 1/21
	· Substance Related and Addictive Disorders
· Take Your Pills: Adderall
· Case Study #2: Joy & Marcel

	· Substance-Related and Addictive Disorders
· Entrance Ticket #2
	3.G.11
3.G.12
3.G.13
3.G.16

	Week 4 1/28
	· Bipolar and Related Disorders
· Case Study #3: Demi, Elon, Kanye, & Mariah

	· Bipolar and Related Disorders
· Entrance Ticket #3
	3.G.11
3.G.13
3.G.16

	Week 5 2/4

	Association for Specialists in Group Work (ASGW) Conference


	Week 6 2/11
	· Depressive Disorders
· Case Study #4: Demi, Elon, Kanye, & Mariah

	· Depressive Disorders
· Entrance Ticket #4

	3.G.11
3.G.13
3.G.16

	Week 7 2/18
	· Anxiety Disorders (p. 215 – 261)
· Take Your Pills: Xanax

	· Anxiety Disorders
· Entrance Ticket #5
	3.G.7
3.G.10
3.G.11
3.G.16


	Week 8 2/25
	· Obsessive-Compulsive & Related Disorders
· Case Study #5: Adele, Emma, Jessica, & Leo
· Mid-Semester Course Evaluation

	· Obsessive-Compulsive and Related Disorders
· Entrance Ticket #6
	3.G.7
3.G.10
3.G.11
3.G.16

	Week 9 3/4
	· Somatic Symptom and Related Disorders
· Feeding and Eating Disorders
· Case Study #6: Alex, Daniel, Emily, Marcus, Olivia, & Sophia

	· Somatic Symptom and Related Disorders
· Feeding and Eating Disorders
· Entrance Ticket #7

	3.G.5
3.G.7
3.G.11
3.G.16

	Week 10 3/11

	Spring Break – Midterm Exam

	Week 11 3/18
	· Schizophrenia Spectrum and Other Psychotic Disorders
· Case Study #7: Who is Delusional?


	· Schizophrenia Spectrum and Other Psychotic Disorders
· Entrance Ticket #8
	3.G.11
3.G.13
3.G.16

	Week 12 3/25
	· Trauma & Stressor-Related Disorders
· Dissociative Disorders
· Personality Disorders
· Case Study #8: Interactive Museum Walk

	· Trauma- and Stressor-Related Disorders
· Dissociative Disorders
· Personality Disorders
· Entrance Ticket #9

	3.G.5
3.G.11
3.G.14
3.G.15
3.G.16

	Week 13 4/1
	· Sexual Dysfunctions
· Gender Dysphoria
· Paraphilic Disorders
· Case Study #9: Interactive Museum Walk
	· Sexual Dysfunctions
· Gender Dysphoria
· Paraphilic Disorders
· Cultural Bias in Diagnosis - Case Conceptualization Assignment

	3.G.5
3.G.6
3.G.11
3.G.16

	Week 14 4/8
	· Disruptive, Impulse Control and Conduct Disorders
· Optional: Cautionary Statement for Forensic Use of DSM-5
· Case Study #10: Police Cam

	· Disruptive, Impulse-Control, and Conduct Disorders
· Optional: Cautionary Statement for Forensic Use of DSM-5

	3.G.11
3.G.13
3.G.15
3.G.16

	Week 15 4/15
	· Cultural Formulation Culture Bound Syndromes
· Ethical and Legal Aspects of Diagnosis
· Other Conditions that may be a Focus of Clinical Attention
· Review of Differential Diagnosis

	· Other Conditions That May Be a Focus of Clinical Attention
· Culture and Psychiatric Diagnosis
· Diagnosis Case Study Project
	3.G.5
3.G.6
3.G.11
3.G.17

	Week 16 4/22
	· Class Wrap-up
· Course Evaluation
	· Final Exam
	3.G.11
3.G.16


Please note: This schedule is subject to change. Students should read the sections of the DSM-V corresponding to the topics scheduled.
Classroom Policies
Policies on Class Attendance, Submission of Late Written Assignments, Missed In-Class Work and Missed Examinations
Excused Absences: Students are granted excused absences from class for the following reasons: Illness of the student or serious illness of a member of the student’s immediate family, death of a member of the student’s immediate family, trips for student organizations sponsored by an academic unit, trips for University classes, trips for participation in intercollegiate athletic events, subpoena for a court appearance and religious holidays. Students who wish to have an excused absence from this class for any other reason must contact the instructor in advance of the absence to request permission. The instructor will weigh the merits of the request and render a decision. When feasible, the student must notify the instructor prior to the occurrence of any excused absences, but in no case shall such notification occur more than one week after the absence. Appropriate documentation for all excused absences is required.
Make-Up Policy: Arrangements to make up missed major examination (e.g. hour exams, mid-term exams) due to properly authorized excused absences. Except in unusual circumstances, such as continued absence of the student or the advent of University holidays, a make-up exam will take place within two weeks from the time the student initiates arrangements for it. Except in extraordinary circumstance, no make-up exams will be arranged during the last three days before the final exam period begins. The format of the make-up exam will be (as specific by the instructor).
Provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act
Students who need accommodations should submit their approved accommodations through the AIM Student Portal on AU Access and follow-up with the instructor about an appointment. It is important for the student to complete these steps as soon as possible; accommodations are not retroactive. Students who have not established accommodations through the Office of Accessibility, but need accommodations, should contact the Office of Accessibility at: ACCESSIBILITY@auburn.edu or (334) 844-2096 (V/TT). The Office of Accessibility is located in Haley Center 1228.
Academic Honesty
[bookmark: OLE_LINK8]All portions of the Auburn University Student Academic Honesty code (Title XII) found in the Student Policy eHandbook will apply to this class. All academic honesty violations or alleged violations of the SGA Code of Laws will be reported to the Office of the Provost, which will then refer the case to the Academic Honesty Committee.
Classroom Behavior
The Auburn University Classroom Behavior Policy is strictly followed in the course; please refer to the Student Policy eHandbook for details of this policy.
Emergency Contingency
If normal class and/or lab activities are disrupted due to illness, emergency, or crisis situation, the syllabus and other course plans and assignments may be modified to allow completion of the course. If this occurs, an addendum to the syllabus and/or course assignments will replace the original materials.
Generative Artificial Intelligence Tools
AI Policy: Permitted in this Course with Attribution
(Option 3B) Strict Use Guidelines: Discourage AI use in this particular course for assignments, but okay as a study tool.
AI Policy: Not Permitted in this Course for Assignments
In this course, it is expected that all submitted work is produced by the students themselves, whether individually or collaboratively. Students must not seek the assistance of Generative AI Tools like ChatGPT or Copilot for graded assignments. Use of a Generative AI Tool to complete an assignment constitutes academic dishonesty. Students may use Generative AI tools as a study tool, but be forewarned that AI tools are not trustworthy.
Mental Health 
If you or someone you know needs support, you are encouraged to contact Auburn Cares at 334-844-1305 or auburn.edu/auburncares. Auburn Cares will help you navigate any difficult circumstances you may be facing by connecting you with the appropriate resources or services.
Student Counseling & Psychological Services provides confidential, no-cost mental health counseling and psychiatric services to Auburn Students. You can speak with a counselor 24/7/365 by calling 334-844-5123.  Learn more about mental health information on campus at auburn.edu/scps.
Basic Needs
Any student experiencing food insecurity or an unexpected financial crisis is encouraged to contact Auburn Cares at 334-844-1305 or auburn.edu/auburncaresLinks to an external site. for resources and support.
Sexual Misconduct Resources Statement 
Auburn University faculty are committed to supporting our students and upholding gender equity laws as outlined by Title IX. Please be aware that if you choose to confide in a faculty member regarding an issue of sexual misconduct, dating violence, or stalking, we are obligated to inform the Title IX Office, who can assist you with filing a formal complaint, No-Contact Directives, and obtaining supportive measures. Find more information at auburn.edu/titleix. 
If you would like to speak with someone confidentially, Safe Harbor (334-844-7233) and Student Counseling & Psychological Services (334-844-5123) are both confidential resources. Safe Harbor provides support to students who have experienced sexual or relationship violence by connecting them with academic, medical, mental health, and safety resources. For additional information, visit auburn.edu/safeharbor. 

