ELEMENTARY EDUCATION CTEE 3041
Practicum in Elementary Education: Primary Mathematics (Early Childhood Cohort)
Auburn University

	Term: Spring 2026
	Credit Hours: 1 semester hour

	Pre/ Co-requisites: Admission into Early Childhood Education program; Co-requisite is enrollment in CTEE 3400

	Class Day/Time: 
Lab placement, ~1.5 hours a week at a local elementary school
Thursdays, 8 a.m. to 9:15 a.m.


	Instructor: Ms. Temperance Landrum, M. Ed.
	Email: Tel0033@auburn.edu

Office phone number: 334-844-4115

	Office: Education Building, 2444
	Office Hours: Tuesdays, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. (or by appointment)




I. Course Description
Practicum in Elementary Education: Primary Mathematics 1 credit course. This course is designed to provide clock hours of teaching and experience in Primary Mathematics. It is an intensive, interactive experience at a strategically selected school site. 


II. Rationale
The practicum provides an essential bridge between theory and practice, enabling students to apply their knowledge of teaching and learning in classroom settings. This focus ensures practicum students develop proficiency in critical teaching areas, including planning, management, differentiation, evaluation, and effective instructional delivery with a small group of primary learners. It also provides opportunities to observe and learn with elementary age learners as the teacher candidates develop their professional skills and identity.
III. Course Objectives and Outcomes
During the practicum experience teacher candidates will:
· Observe, analyze, and implement research-based practices learned in coursework.
· Focus on diversity and exceptionality among learners and effective ways to meet the unique needs and assets of each learner.
· Assess learners using formal and informal data-driven methods
· Deliver instruction effectively in ways that meet the needs of learners in real-world classrooms. This instruction will be through implementing number routines (such as Number Talks, Which One Doesn’t Belong, Would You Rather) and other instructional practices that are based on the assets, needs and interests of the learners in their small groups.
IV. Resources and Materials
· Journal to record experiences and communicate with practicum instructor
· Materials necessary to complete practicum experiences: tape, markers, colored pencils, pencils, ruler, post it notes, glue sticks, Alabama Course of Study, etc….
V. Assessment and Grade Assignment- Satisfactory or Unsatisfactory
The candidate will maintain Satisfactory instruction throughout the semester. There are major touchpoints (as well as weekly assignments and reflections) that the candidate must be scored satisfactory throughout the semester or they will be placed on a success plan that explicitly describes expectations and experiences that are required in order to achieve a satisfactory score for the practicum course.
· Disposition checklists that are scored at midterm and at the end of the practicum placement. There are four categories for each area. For the first semester in the program the student earns 1 point if they are scored as Awareness of Self and Others and 2 points if they are scored in Development of Principles of Practice, Implementation of Professional Practice or Analysis of Professional Practice (See Handbook). The points are converted to percentages with 2 points= 100% and 1 point =75%
· Weekly reflections
· Weekly teaching and learning plan 

· Final write up:  Demonstration of core knowledge, use of professional vocabulary, reflection on conceptual and procedural knowledge, reflection of the SMPs and MTPs, and planning for your time with your small teachers. A student must have all key components to receive a Satisfactory in this assignment. 
The Right to Change: The instructor reserves the right to modify the course syllabus, class schedule, alter classroom policies and has freedom to cover course topics at their discretion in order to meet learning objectives, compensate for missed class, or for similar reasons. Students will be notified of any change that affects course structure or has the possibility of altering student outcomes.

Grading:
S: 70-100%
U: 0-69%
VI. Policies:
A. Attendance (see university policy)
B. Students are expected to attend all class meetings and are responsible for all information regarding the practicum.
C. Activities, notebooks, etc. must be submitted by the specified due dates.
D. In case of an emergency, the student shall inform the instructor and, upon return, present a valid excuse.


Course Schedule
Each week you will discuss progress in meeting goals for the lab experience with your practicum instructor in order to ensure you have planned necessary teaching experiences, assignments, etc… to meet the needs of the connected course and to best meet the needs of your learners. This is a tentative outline of expectations, but these may be adjusted by your practicum instructor according to the best way to support your professional growth in meeting course objectives

	Week 1
	Initial small teacher interview

	Week 2
	Counting concepts

	Week 3
	Addition/subtraction

	Week 4
	Addition/subtraction

	Week 5
	Number talk routine

	Week 6
	Place value

	Week 7
	Place value

	Week 8
	Number talk routine/algebraic thinking tasks

	Week 9
	Number talk routine/algebraic thinking tasks; final interview



*Lab attendance is mandatory and will be guided by attendance policies from the elementary field placement lab manual and the elementary program handbook. 

