CTMU 7910 Music Education Graduate Practicum
SYLLABUS

Spring Semester 2026

Synchronous Course Meetings:  Tuesdays, 5:00 – 7:50 p.m. via Zoom 


Credit Hours:	1-6* (3 hours credit is typical)
Prerequisites:	Admission to Graduate School, Departmental Approval

Instructor:	Nancy H. Barry, PhD – barrynh@auburn.edu – COE 2314

Office Hours and Assistance: The instructor will check email on a regular basis (at least once a day Monday – Friday) and is available for meetings on campus or virtually on an appointment basis.

Required Text: 
Required readings will be posted in our Canvas course files.

Highly Recommended:
American Psychological Association. (2020). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association 2020: The official guide to APA style (7th ed.). American Psychological Association.

Course Description: Practical experience relating theory and practice, usually in a K-12 school or community setting.

This course is designed to provide students with cooperatively selected activities to assist them in gaining expertise/experience within a selected area of theory and practice in music education. Flexibility allows students to identify meaningful problems/applications relevant to their current and future professional activities as music educators.

*Students enrolled for more than 3 hours credit will be expected to develop and complete a more extensive action research project.

Course Objectives:
Students will:
1. Select an action research project topic related to their area of specialization in music education (applied teaching, band, chorus, general music, or orchestra). See Laprise (2017) in Canvas Files.
2. Solicit approval to carry out an Action Research Project from their school Principal, Superintendent, and/or any other appropriate personnel.
3. Write a proposal including a description of the project, objectives, methodology (including resources), and evaluation
4. Review the scholarly literature on your topic and prepare an annotated bibliography (APA Style).
5. Submit evidence of study/project completion: An article-length, formal, typed paper (APA Style) describing your completed action research project





Course Requirements/Evaluation:
1. Active participation in all required sessions, including synchronous class meetings, individual sessions with professor, and checkpoints (on-campus or virtual)   (15%)
2. Complete all assigned class readings and other activities. 
3. Complete quizzes and/or assignments over lectures and readings (30%)
4. Identify a music education/pedagogy action research project topic and obtain approval from the professor (develop and test an innovative approach to music curriculum and teaching).
5. Write a detailed proposal describing the action research project you plan to carry out - typed APA style, 2 – 5 pages (10%)
· Project Title 
· Your Name
· Purpose
· Research Questions (just a few broad, overarching questions you hope to answer through your action research project, NOT the same as individual survey or interview questions you might include in a research project)
· Theoretical Basis (Discuss and cite the related literature supporting the importance of your project. Minimum of eight scholarly sources required for proposal.)
· Procedures (RESEARCH DESIGN: Quantitative or Qualitative? WHAT do you plan to do?  WHO will be involved?  HOW will you select and recruit your participants? Exactly WHAT will your study participants do? WHAT are your specific research objectives? State each objective clearly.)
· Evaluation Plan (How will you know if the project was successful? Describe ALL types of assessment data you plan to collect, HOW you will collect the data, and how you will ANALYZE the data.  Be sure to describe an appropriate assessment for each stated student learning objective and/or research question.)
· Detailed timeline for project completion
· References 
· At least eight (8) scholarly sources that inform and/or support your proposed project
· Informal websites and other sources that are not peer-reviewed such as Wikipedia are NOT acceptable sources for scholarly work
· Ideas for Projects:
· Small-scale action research project comparing two or more different approaches to teaching specific music objective(s) within your area of music ed (e.g. band, choir, general music, orchestra, studio teaching, etc.)
· Action research project collecting data to evaluate the effectiveness of a music education curriculum within your area of music ed (e.g. band, choir, general music, orchestra, studio teaching, etc.)
· Action research project collecting interview and/or survey data about student and/or teacher attitudes about an important concern in our area of music education.
· Small-scale case study (usually includes observation, interviews, and other relevant data sources for a thorough description of a particular situation (case) representing an area of music education).
· Be creative! You are welcome to discuss other ideas for your Practicum Project with your Instructor
6. You must obtain AU IRB and School system approval for Human Subjects Research IF you plan to publish or present any data from your project in the future. If you want to carry out a research project involving human subjects and plan to publish or present your research you must obtain appropriate written permission to work in schools and community settings as well as approval from Auburn University’s Institutional Review Board (IRB) | University Research to use human subjects as required by current policy.
7. Prepare and expand an annotated bibliography, typed using the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, Seventh Edition (2020) (apa.org) as work on your project progresses (10%)
· Minimum of ten (10) scholarly sources
· List each source in alphabetical order
· Begin each listing with an APA-style citation
· Include a very brief summary (one or two paragraphs) showing how this citation informs your research project. Take care to use quotation marks and cite page numbers for any direct quotations, even just a key word or short phrase.
· Your bibliography will provide the basic information for developing your Literature Review.
· IMPORTANT: An annotated bibliography is an alphabetical list of sources with a brief summary of information relevant to your study, but the Literature Review is a thoughtful comprehensive DISCUSSION of how the literature relates to your particular topic.
8. Submit a final article-length research report (approximately 20 pages, typed, double-spaced, APA format) describing your action research project: (25%)
· Title Page – Title, Your Name, Date
· AI Disclosure Statement - ai-disclosure-sample.docx
· Abstract (250-word limit) Brief summary of your research purpose, research questions, methods and procedures, research results/findings, practical implications, and recommendations for future research.
· IMPORTANT: Include appropriate APA-style in-text citations throughout all sections of the main document listed below for all information you mention in your document; use quotation marks and cite page numbers for any direct quotations, even short phrases or keywords.
· Introduction - need for the project, purpose, background, theoretical basis [other study/studies] that were the strongest influences informing your present study - Include appropriate in-text reference citations supporting your arguments. Include clear purpose statement, research questions and/or hypotheses, assumptions, delimitations, and limitations. Author positionality is also often included for qualitative studies.
· Literature Review (minimum of twelve (12) scholarly sources, detailed discussion of related literature – NOT just a listing)
· Methods and Procedures- Detailed description of exactly HOW you carried out your project
· WHAT were your specific research objectives? State each objective clearly.
· WHAT did you plan to do? 
· Procedures: RESEARCH DESIGN: Quantitative or Qualitative? 
· Participants: WHO was involved?  WHY did you select these people for your study (selection criteria)? HOW did you recruit your participants? HOW many people participated in your study? Exactly WHAT did your study participants do? 
· Data Analysis: Describe ALL types of assessment data you collected, and HOW you collected the data.  Be sure to describe how you assessed (measured) each stated student learning objective and/or research question.)
· Cite appropriate references supporting your choices for research methods and procedures throughout this section.
· Results/Findings
· What did you learn from your Field Project?  Describe and explain results/findings of all project research and data analysis  procedures.
· Take care to address each research question.
· Include appropriate tables summarizing quantitative results and/or representative quotations and/or narrative supporting qualitative findings
· Discussion and Recommendations
· Compare and contrast your results/findings with the research reported in your literature review. Be sure to include appropriate in-text citations throughout this section.
· Discuss practical music ed applications and recommendations for music educators based upon what you learned from your project
· Describe recommendations for future research on your topic
· References (minimum of twelve (12) scholarly sources, list ALL references cited in the paper, APA format)
· IMPORTANT – List all sources in References AND cite sources throughout your entire paper (APA style).
· Appendices (include ALL materials used for your field project including unit plans, lesson or rehearsal plans, tests, rubrics, etc.) 
9. Class Presentation (10%)
· Share what you learned with your classmates!
· Brief (5-10 minute) oral presentation of your Field Project with emphasis upon practical applications
· Visuals (PowerPoint or other presentation format)
· Handouts as appropriate (may be distributed electronically)
· Project Overview
i. Purpose
ii. Background – need for the study
iii. Methods and procedures (who, what, where, when, how?)
· Assessments - Results of Evaluations or Findings
· Recommendations and practical applications for music teachers and for future research

IMPORTANT: Take care to provide in-text citations for ALL sources used in ALL written documents and presentations, even if not quoted directly.  Extensive quoting of material is not acceptable. When using quotations is necessary, take care to provide in-text Reference Citations for all sources (including websites and sound recordings) throughout your paper AND in References. All work in this course must be original work.  

ALL quoted material (even very short phrases or keywords) MUST be identified within quotation marks and cited.

COURSE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES:

PROFESSIONALISM:
1. ALL communication should be professional, including written and oral communication, with the professor and peers. 
1. Behaviors in live login classes should also be professional. Distracting behaviors (i.e., cooking, taking phone calls, having conversations with others in the room, watching television, actually teaching your own class, attempting to “be in live login class” without showing your video, excessive private messages with other students, etc.) demonstrate unprofessional behavior, and a lack of seriousness of purpose and respect for the course, your peers, and your professors.
1. If I see you are not actively engaged, not “paying full attention” (i.e., doing one of the behaviors listed in the previous bullet, or similar), you may be removed from the Zoom room without warning and asked to watch the recorded video and post notes using the process listed above under “Attendance” to gain attendance credit. 

ATTENDANCE:
Students are granted excused absences from class for the following reasons: Illness of the student or serious illness of a member of the student’s immediate family, death of a member of the student’s immediate family, trips for student organizations sponsored by an academic unit, trips for University classes, trips for participation in intercollegiate athletic events, subpoena for a court appearance, and religious holidays. Students who wish to have an excused absence from this class for any other reason must contact the instructor in advance of the absence to request permission. The instructor will weigh the merits of the request and render a decision. When feasible, the student must notify the instructor prior to the occurrence of any excused absences, but in no case shall such notification occur more than one week after the absence. Appropriate documentation for all excused absences is required.

Make-up exams and assignments may be arranged for full credit within not more than two weeks after a documented excused absence. Make-up exams and assignments for partial credit for absences not meeting above “excused” criteria may be arranged pending instructor review.

ACCOMMODATIONS:
Students who need accommodations should submit their approved accommodations through the AIM Student Portal on AUAccess and follow-up with the instructor about an appointment. It is important for the student to complete these steps as soon as possible; accommodations are not retroactive. Students who have not established accommodations through the Office of Accessibility, but need accommodations, should contact the Office of Accessibility at: 334-844-2096. See this link for details Students | Office of Accessibility

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:
All components of the 2026 Auburn University Academic Integrity policy will be expected for this course.
Honesty
Upholding trust and honesty by doing your own work and not cheating.
Fairness
Following correct academic procedures and practices as stated in course guidelines and as defined by Auburn University.
Respect
Growing as a student by facing academic challenges and interacting productively with instructors and peers.
Responsibility
Being accountable for and accepting responsibility for class assignments and personal academic development.
 
See complete details at Academic Integrity | Office of the Provost

EMERGENCY CONTINGENCY STATEMENT: 
If normal class and/or lab activities are disrupted due to illness, emergency, or crisis situation, the syllabus and other course plans and assignments may be modified to allow completion of the course. If this occurs, an addendum to your syllabus and/or course assignments will replace the original materials.

AI POLICY: GENERATIVE AI TOOLS NOT PERMITTED IN THIS COURSE 
In this course, it is expected that all submitted work is produced by the students themselves, whether individually or collaboratively. Students must not seek the assistance of Generative AI Tools like ChatGPT or Copilot. Use of a Generative AI Tool to complete an assignment constitutes academic dishonesty. 

AI tools for basic editorial suggestions such as Grammarly Grammarly: Free AI Writing Assistance are permitted but MUST BE ACKNOWLEDGED after the title page of the assignment. See ai-disclosure-sample.docx

Any questions regarding policies should be directed to the instructor within the first week of class, otherwise, it is assumed all understand the requirements. If one cannot conform to these expectations, they should drop the course no later than the first week of classes. The tone of these guidelines is not intended to be punitive nor are the guidelines intended to squelch interaction, but are provided for your success and consideration of all participants' efforts and energies.
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