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2003 STUDY ABROAD PHOTO COMPETITION:

JUDGE’S BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Competition Rationale

Due to your continued involvement with the Office of International Education (OIE), we are hopeful that you will volunteer to judge AU’s first annual Study Abroad Photography competition.  We appreciate you taking a few minutes out of your busy schedules to help set the precedent for the success of this competition in the years to come!

As you may know, Auburn sends more than 300 students abroad to study and work each year, and all of them have incredible experiences to share when they return.  OIE therefore wishes to sponsor an annual Study Abroad Photography Competition in the hope that AU students will more readily share photographs and commentaries of their adventures abroad.  Students’ pictures and quotes will then be used to market the study abroad concept to prospective students on campus through publication on the AU Study Abroad website and in related brochures.  To get an idea of the how we intend to use winners’ photos, we recommend that judges view our study abroad website at www.auburn.edu/studyabroad to see a flash movie presentation using student pictures from abroad.  Contest winners’ photographs will also be professionally printed and displayed in Hargis Hall, where OIE is located.

Competition Guidelines

Auburn’s first study abroad photo contest was open to all Auburn students who studied abroad with both Auburn and non-Auburn study abroad programs during Fall 2002 / Spring and Summer 2003.  Students were allowed to enter a maximum of three pictures in each of three categories:  People, Places, and Details of Life, and were instructed that their entries would be judged based on both the photograph’s artistic merit and its ability to communicate a cross-cultural experience.  Entries were submitted as either digital or hard copies, and hard copies were then scanned in order to fit the judging format as discussed below.  The first place winner in each category will receive a $50 cash prize, and each runner up will receive $10.

Judging format

After carefully considering multiple judging formats, OIE decided that the most cost effective way for judges to cast their votes was to view each picture and its commentary digitally, then to select and rank (1-3 with 1 as the best) each picture by title on the accompanying judging form.  Judges should select three pictures in each category based on the artistic merit of the picture and the cultural nuance that it embodies.  The artist’s commentary to each picture is to be used solely as a reference point for the judges, and is not to factor into the overall judging criteria of the photograph itself.  Judges may select their favorite photograph for a variety of reasons, such as perspective, originality, cultural depth, aesthetic appeal, etc.  Please be aware that there are three word documents on the CD Rom that should be judged, entitled People, Places, and Details of Life.  It may be necessary to click on each picture table in order to view the picture; please be patient in waiting for the picture to appear.  We do not anticipate any difficulties with viewing the pictures, but if any arise please contact us OIE Study Abroad at 334.844.5001.

Attached you will find the Judge’s Favorites Form, which we request that you return to our office by November 10.  Please insert the CD-Rom, view each of the three word documents representing the three categories, indicate your favorite three pictures (ranked 1-3) in each category, and mail your form to:  OIE Study Abroad / re:  Photography Competition / 201 Hargis Hall / Auburn University, AL  36849.  

Thanks again for your participation!

With warm regards,

Kelly Moon

Judge’s Favorites Form

Please insert the CD-Rom, view each of the three word documents representing the three categories, indicate your favorite three pictures (ranked 1-3) in each category, and mail your form to:  OIE Study Abroad / re:  Photography Competition / 201 Hargis Hall / Auburn University, AL  36849.   Please return forms by November 10. 
Judge’s Name: _______________________

Judge’s Phone: ______________________

Judge’s e-mail: ______________________

	Category:  People

	Title:
	Favorites (select and rank 1-3):

	“Sharing in the Shadows”
	

	“Solitary Serenade”
	

	“Mi casea, su casa”
	

	“Five Girls in Galecia”
	

	“Man to Mime”
	

	“Katie and the Bull”
	

	“Local Florentine Woman”
	

	“A Shinto Weeding”
	

	“Kaaren Tribal Children”
	

	“Tuna Calligraphy”
	

	“Learning Curve”
	

	“Look, Steve!”
	

	“Camel Walks”
	


	Category:  Places

	Title:
	Favorites (select and rank 1-3):

	“End of the Line”
	

	“Tunnel Vision”
	

	“Escaping the Shadows”
	

	“Toledo”
	

	“Glowing Cathedral”
	

	“Emerald Beach”
	

	“The Alhambra”
	

	“View of Gran Canaria”
	

	“Plaza de Espana”
	

	“Charlottenburg”
	

	“Ah, Paris”
	

	“A Lost World”
	

	“Outer gate of Himeji Castle”
	

	“Outer Wall”
	

	“Itsukushima Shrine Ootori”
	

	“Zoo with a View”
	

	“Uluru from atop a camel”
	

	“Boardwalk Roos”
	


	Category:  Details of Life

	Title:
	Favorites (select and rank 1-3):

	“Barren Barracks”
	

	“Celtic Contentment”
	

	“Rafting River Rainbow”
	

	“Barcos” or “Boats”
	

	“Everyday Life”
	

	“View of Toledo”
	

	“The Prettiest Ceiling in the World”
	

	“Taking a Break”
	

	“Prayers”
	

	“Kaaren Tribal Home”
	

	“Escape”
	

	“Diving with Sharks”
	

	“Curiosity of the Beautiful”
	


Judge’s Comments and Suggestions Regarding the Study Abroad Photography Contest:

