
 
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 

The Quality of Assessment Rubric includes eleven elements related to the assessment cycle. The first through 
third element son the rubric are associated with a program’s student learning outcomes. Our hope is that 
programs reflect collaboratively develop a comprehensive set of student learning outcomes and that these 
outcomes are communicated to all essential parties (faculty, students, disciplinary accreditors, etc.). 

 

WHAT ARE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES (SLOS)? 

 
“Clearly articulated and widely communicated statements describing all of the specific knowledge, skills, 
and abilities that all students completing an educational program should achieve” (Quality of 
Assessment Rubric, Auburn University).  Program student learning outcomes are statements that describe 
what your students should be able to know, think, or do when they complete their degree in your program.  
 
It can be difficult to know where to start in writing student learning outcomes for your program.  The following 
questions may help you brainstorm a list of outcomes. 
 

1. When students graduate from your program, what essential, knowledge, skills, and/or abilities should 
they have? 

2. What do you want your students to be able to do when they graduate from your program? 

CHARACTERISTICS OF SLOS 

 
As a result of participating in (program or experience), students should be able to (precise learning verb) + (defined 
by explicit and observable terms). 
 

1. Ideal Example of a Student Learning Outcome:   
 
 
 
Students graduating with a BS in Survival Studies should be able to identify farming techniques to create a 
sustainable food production system. 

 
 

Verb 

Articulated knowledge, skill, and/or ability 

Program 

http://auburn.edu/academic/provost/academicassessment/resources/_docs/AU-Rubric-sheet.pdf
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2. Poor Example of a Student Learning Outcome:   
 
 
 
 
Students will understand survival.   
 

 
 

Verb is vague. Knowledge is too broad.  
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