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SCHEDULE AND AGENDA 
JUNE 6, 2025 ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

I. Call to Order and Opening Remarks | 8:30 a.m.  
 

II. Committee Meetings | 8:35 a.m.  
 

A. Property and Facilities Committee | Chairperson DeMaioribus | 8:35 a.m. 
 

Project Approvals: 
 

1. Auburn University Regional Airport Air Traffic Control Tower, Final Approval  
(Jim Carroll/Bill Hutto) 

 
2. Central Dining Build-Out for New Dining Venue, Architect Selection  

(Jim Carroll/Bobby Woodard) 
 

3. Auburn University at Montgomery Locker Room, Project Initiation  
(Jim Carroll/Carl Stockton) 

 
4. Spidle Hall Demolition, Project Approval and Authority to Execute (Jim Carroll) 

 
5. Wire Road Sidewalk Grant, Project Approval and Authority to Execute  

(Jim Carroll/Bobby Woodard) 
 

Informational Reports: 
 

6. Annual Report of Real Estate Holdings – For Information Only (Mark Stirling) 
 

7. Annual Report of Timber Harvest Revenue – For Information Only (Mark Stirling) 
 

8. Status Updates – For Information Only (Jim Carroll) 
 

a. Current Status of New Construction/Renovation/Infrastructure Projects with  
Budgets of $1,000,000 and Greater  
 

b. Project Status Report 
 

B. Academic Affairs Committee | Chairperson Huntley | 8:55 a.m.  
 
1. Agenda Item for the Board of Trustees – For Information Only (Vini Nathan) 

 
C. Finance Committee | Chairperson W. Smith | 9:00 a.m. 

 
1. Fiscal Year 2026 Budget – For Information Only (Kelli Shomaker) 
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D. Audit and Compliance Committee | Chairperson Ainsworth | 9:10 a.m.  
 
1. Approval of Independent Auditors for Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2025 

(Kelli Shomaker/Ryan McIntire) 
 

2. Receipt of the 2024-2025 Code of Ethics Compliance Documents – For Information Only 
(Billy Ainsworth) 

 
E. Institutional Advancement Committee | Chairperson Woltosz | 9:25 a.m.  

 
1. Auburn University Endowment Portfolio Update – For Information Only  

(Beth Stukes/Greg DeSisto) 
 

F. Executive Committee | Chairperson Dumas | 9:35 a.m.  
 

1. Election of the President Pro Tempore (Bob Dumas) 
 

2. Proposed Awards and Namings (Bob Dumas) 
 

3. Presidential Assessment – For Information Only (Quentin Riggins) 
 

G. Trustee Reports | 9:40 a.m.  
 

III. Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees | 9:45 a.m.  
 

IV. Proposed Executive Session | 9:50 a.m.  
 

V. Reconvened Meeting of the Board of Trustees | 10:45 a.m. 
 

1. Approval of the Minutes of the April 3, 2025 Board Meeting 
 

2. Awarding of Degrees for Summer 2025 
 

3. AUM Chancellor’s Report 
 
4. President’s Report 

 
5. Action Items and Committee Meeting Reports 

 
A. Property and Facilities Committee 

 
1. Auburn University Regional Airport Air Traffic Control Tower, Final Approval 

 
2. Central Dining Build-Out for New Dining Venue, Architect Selection  

 
3. Auburn University at Montgomery Locker Room, Project Initiation 
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4. Spidle Hall Demolition, Project Approval and Authority to Execute 
 

5. Wire Road Sidewalk Grant, Project Approval and Authority to Execute  
 

B. Audit and Compliance Committee 
 
1. Approval of Independent Auditors for Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2025 

 
C. Executive Committee 

 
1. Election of the President Pro Tempore 

 
2. Proposed Awards and Namings 

 
VI. Recess Meeting | 11:00 a.m. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
JUNE 6, 2025 ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 
A. Property and Facilities Committee 
  

1. Auburn University Regional Airport Air Traffic Control Tower, Final Approval 
 
Project Summary: The Auburn University Regional Airport proposed the construction of 
an air traffic control tower due to the increase in take-offs and landings (operations) 
experienced in recent years.  The higher operational tempo driven by the Auburn 
University Professional Flight program, the Air Transportation Department, non-
university aircraft that are based at the airport, and daily transient traffic necessitate 
increased control over aircraft using the airport and its associated airspace. The air traffic 
control tower will provide the essential coordination between incoming and departing 
traffic, enhancing airspace safety and efficiency. 

 
The estimated total project cost of the Auburn University Regional Airport Air Traffic 
Control Tower project is $9.0 million. The project will be financed by a combination of 
federal and state grants and university and local funds. 
 
Requested Action: It is requested that the Board of Trustees adopt a resolution providing 
final approval of the Auburn University Regional Airport Air Traffic Control Tower 
project. 
 
Previous Approvals: At its meeting on November 17, 2023, the Board of Trustees 
adopted a resolution that approved the initiation of the Auburn University Airport Air 
Traffic Control Tower project and to expedite the design process, approved the 
recommendation of Barge Design Solutions of Dothan, Alabama, as the engineer for the 
overall project. 

 
2. Central Dining Build-Out for New Dining Venue, Architect Selection 

 
Project Summary: Student Affairs proposed the renovation of the Central Dining 
Commons to fit out approximately 2,400 square feet of shell space on the ground floor of 
the facility completed in 2021.  The new dining venue will enable Campus Dining to 
better serve campus and the student body. 
Requested Action: It is requested that the Board of Trustees adopt a resolution to approve 
the selection of McMillan Pazdan Smith Architecture of Atlanta, Georgia, as architect for 
the project. 

 
Previous Approvals: At its previous meeting on April 3, 2025, the Board of Trustees 
adopted a resolution that approved the initiation of the project and authorized the 
commencement of the architect selection process. 
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3. Auburn University at Montgomery Locker Room, Project Initiation 
 

Project Summary: Auburn University at Montgomery (AUM) has proposed the 
construction of a new single story, 14,000 gross square foot Locker Room facility to 
provide satellite locker rooms, administrative space, laundry facilities, and a multi-
purpose recruiting area.  This project will enable AUM Athletics to provide appropriate 
facilities for multiple athletics teams including the women’s and men’s soccer, women’s 
softball, and others. 
 
It is anticipated that this project will be financed by Auburn University Montgomery. 
 
Requested Action: It is requested that the Board of Trustees adopt a resolution to approve 
the Auburn University at Montgomery Locker Room project and to authorize the 
commencement of the architect selection process. 

 
Previous Approvals: None. 
 

4. Spidle Hall Demolition, Project Approval and Authority to Execute 
 

Project Summary: During its meeting on September 6, 2024, the Board of Trustees 
adopted a resolution that approved the initiation of the College of Human Sciences 
Academic and Research Facility project, and on November 15, 2024, approved Perkins & 
Will of Atlanta, Georgia, as the project architect. 
 
The academic and administration functions within the College of Human Sciences will be 
temporarily relocated from Spidle Hall to space vacated by the College of Education in 
Haley Center, until the completion of the new College of Human Sciences Academic and 
Research Facility. 
 
This proposed project will demolish Spidle Hall.  Demolition is anticipated to start in fall 
2025 and be completed by winter 2026.  
 
The demolition project is estimated to cost $2.7 million, to be financed by University 
funds. 
 
Requested Action: It is requested that the Board of Trustees adopt a resolution to approve 
the Spidle Hall Demolition project and authorization to execute the work. 
 
Previous Approvals: None. 
 

5. Wire Road Sidewalk Grant, Project Approval and Authority to Execute 
 

Project Summary: Facilities Management and Student Affairs propose the construction of 
a sidewalk along Wire Road from Lem Morrison Drive to West Samford Avenue. The 
initiative to add a sidewalk along this segment of Wire Road was sponsored by the 
Student Government Association (SGA) and will provide an important pedestrian 
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connection and safety enhancement for the campus and community. The schedule for this 
project is anticipated to begin construction following the fall 2025 semester. 
 
The overall project is estimated to cost $1.5 million, to be financed by a grant received 
from the Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT) and University reserve funds. 

 
Requested Action: It is requested that the Board of Trustees adopt a resolution to approve 
the Wire Road Sidewalk Grant project and authorization to execute the work. 
 
Previous Approvals: None. 
 

6. Annual Report of Real Estate Holdings – For Information Only  
 

Board policies require that a listing of property owned by Auburn University be 
submitted annually to the Board for its information and review. Accordingly, the 
summary based on last year’s report and changes that have occurred since June 2024 
have been prepared for the Board’s review. 
 
This item is provided for information only and does not require a vote. 

 
7. Annual Report of Timber Harvest Revenue – For Information Only 

  
A summary report of timber harvest revenue is provided annually to the Board for its 
information and review. The report shows timber harvest revenue received since June 
2024. 

 
This item is provided for information only and does not require a vote. 

 
8. Status Updates – For Information Only  

 
a. Current Status of New Construction/Renovation/Infrastructure Projects with 

Budgets of $1,000,000 and Greater 
 

b. Project Status Report 
 

These items are provided for information only and do not require a vote.  
 

B. Academic Affairs Committee 
 

1. Agenda Item for the Board of Trustees – For Information Only 
 
The following academic items have been approved for implementation by the Provost’s 
Office:  
 
Changes in Degree Program Nomenclature (4):  
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• Renaming of the Applied Discrete Mathematics Option to the Applied 
Mathematics – Data Science Option, College of Sciences and Mathematics 
 

• Renaming of the Bachelor of Science in Geospatial and Environmental 
Informatics to the Bachelor of Science in Geospatial Information Science, College 
of Forestry, Wildlife and Environment 

 
• Renaming of the Bachelor of Science in Biomedical Sciences – Interdisciplinary 

Health Sciences to the Bachelor of Science in Biomedical Sciences – Health 
Sciences, College of Sciences and Mathematics  

 
• Renaming of the PhD in Rehabilitation and Special Education to the PhD Special 

Education, College of Education 
 

This item is provided for information only and does not require a vote.  
 

C. Finance Committee 
 

1. Fiscal Year 2026 Budget – For Information Only 
 

Time will be allotted for discussion of the Fiscal Year 2026 Budget. 
 
This item is provided for information only and does not require a vote. 

 
D. Audit and Compliance Committee 
 

1. Approval of Independent Auditors for Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2025 
 

Time will be allotted for a discussion regarding the audit plan for the fiscal year ended 
September 30, 2025. The Board will then vote on naming PricewaterhouseCoopers as the 
external auditors.  

 
2. Receipt of the 2024-2025 Code of Ethics Compliance Documents –  

For Information Only 
 

Time will be allotted for discussion of the receipt of the 2024-2025 Code of Ethics 
Compliance Documents.  
 
This item is provided for information only and does not require a vote. 
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E. Institutional Advancement Committee 
 

1. Auburn University Endowment Portfolio Update – For Information Only 
 

It is proposed that a representative of Prime Buchholz, an investment consultant firm that 
provides consulting services to the Auburn University Foundation related to the 
investment of Auburn’s endowments, present an update to the Board.  
 
This item is provided for information only and does not require a vote. 

 
F. Executive Committee 
 

1. Election of the President Pro Tempore  
 

Time will be allotted for the election of the President Pro Tempore for 2025-2026. 
 

2. Proposed Awards and Namings  
 

Time will be allotted for discussion of a list of proposed awards and namings. 
 

3. Presidential Assessment – For Information Only  
 

Time will be allotted for a discussion regarding the annual assessment of the university 
president.  

 
 This item is provided for information only and does not require a vote.  
 
 
 



Committee Chairperson:  Mr. Michael DeMaioribus 
  
Faculty Representative:  Dr. Lauren Redden, Auburn University (ex-officio, non-voting) 
  
 Please Note: All trustees serve on all committees, with the exception of the Executive Committee. 

PROPERTY AND FACILITIES COMMITTEE AGENDA 
JUNE 6, 2025 ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 
 

Project Approvals: 
 

1. Auburn University Regional Airport Air Traffic Control Tower, Final Approval  
(Jim Carroll/Bill Hutto) 

 
2. Central Dining Build-Out for New Dining Venue, Architect Selection  

(Jim Carroll/Bobby Woodard) 
 

3. Auburn University at Montgomery Locker Room, Project Initiation  
(Jim Carroll/Carl Stockton) 
 

4. Spidle Hall Demolition, Project Approval and Authority to Execute (Jim Carroll) 
 

5. Wire Road Sidewalk Grant, Project Approval and Authority to Execute  
(Jim Carroll/Bobby Woodard) 

 
Informational Reports: 

 
6. Annual Report of Real Estate Holdings – For Information Only (Mark Stirling) 

 
7. Annual Report of Timber Harvest Revenue – For Information Only (Mark Stirling) 

 
8. Status Updates – For Information Only (Jim Carroll) 

 
a. Current Status of New Construction/Renovation/Infrastructure Projects with  

Budgets of $1,000,000 and Greater  
 

b. Project Status Report 
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STATUS UPDATES 
JUNE 6, 2025 ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

FOR INFORMATION ONLY 
 

Time will be allotted for the following status updates: 
 

a. Current Status of New Construction/Renovation/Infrastructure Projects with Budgets of 
$1,000,000 and Greater 

 
b. Project Status Reports 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





















Committee Chairperson:  Ms. Elizabeth Huntley 
  
Faculty Representative:  Dr. Virginia Davis, Auburn University (ex-officio, non-voting) 
  
 Please Note: All trustees serve on all committees, with the exception of the Executive Committee. 

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE AGENDA 
JUNE 6, 2025 ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

1. Agenda Item for the Board of Trustees – For Information Only (Vini Nathan) 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 







Committee Chairperson:  Mr. Wayne Smith 
  
Faculty Representatives:  Dr. Kerry Inger, Auburn Univ. (ex-officio, non-voting) 
 
    Dr. William Lyle, AUM (ex-officio, non-voting) 
  
 Please Note: All trustees serve on all committees, with the exception of the Executive Committee. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE AGENDA 
JUNE 6, 2025 ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

1. Fiscal Year 2026 Budget – For Information Only (Kelli Shomaker) 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 





Committee Chairperson:  Mr. Billy Ainsworth 
 
Please Note: All trustees serve on all committees, with the exception of the Executive Committee. 

AUDIT AND COMPLIANCE COMMITTEE AGENDA 
JUNE 6, 2025 ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

1. Approval of Independent Auditors for Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2025 
(Kelli Shomaker) 

 
2. Receipt of the 2024-2025 Code of Ethics Compliance Documents – For Information Only 

(Billy Ainsworth) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 









RECEIPT OF THE 2024-2025 CODE OF ETHICS COMPLIANCE DOCUMENTS 
JUNE 6, 2025 ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

FOR INFORMATION ONLY 
 

Time will be allotted for discussion of the receipt of the 2024-2025 Code of Ethics Compliance 
Documents.  
 

 

 



Committee Chairperson:  Mr. Walt Woltosz 
  
Faculty Representative:  Dr. Jason Bryant, Auburn University (ex-officio, non-voting) 
  
 Please Note: All trustees serve on all committees, with the exception of the Executive Committee. 

INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT COMMITTEE AGENDA 
JUNE 6, 2025 ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

1. Auburn University Endowment Portfolio Update (Beth Stukes) 
 

 

 

 





Committee Chairperson:  Mr. Bob Dumas 
      
Committee Members:  Mr. Michael DeMaioribus 
 
    Mr. Jimmy Rane 
 
    President Pro Tempore Quentin Riggins 
 
    Vice President Pro Tempore Jimmy Sanford 
 
    Mr. Wayne Smith 
 
    Mr. Tim Vines 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AGENDA 
JUNE 6, 2025 BOARD MEETING 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

1. Election of the President Pro Tempore (Bob Dumas) 
 

2. Proposed Awards and Namings (Bob Dumas) 
 

3. Presidential Assessment – For Information Only (Quentin Riggins) 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 



ELECTION OF THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 
JUNE 6, 2025 ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

Time will be allotted for the election of the President Pro Tempore for 2025-2026. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PROPOSED AWARDS AND NAMINGS 
JUNE 6, 2025 ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

Time will be allotted for any discussion of a list of proposed awards and namings.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



PRESIDENTIAL ASSESSMENT 
JUNE 6, 2025 ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

FOR INFORMATION ONLY 
 

Time will be allotted for a discussion of the annual presidential assessment.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RESOLUTION  
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 

WHEREAS, copies of the minutes of the April 3, 2025 meeting of the Board of Trustees 
have been distributed to all members of this Board for review; and  
 
WHEREAS, the members have reviewed the minutes and determined that they constitute a true 
and correct recitation of the business of the respective meeting.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of Auburn University  
that the minutes of the April 3, 2025 meeting of the Board of Trustees are hereby approved as 
distributed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE  
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

OF  
 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
APRIL 3, 2025 

MINUTES NOT YET APPROVED
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SCHEDULE AND AGENDA 
APRIL 3, 2025 BOARD MEETING 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

I. Call to Order and Opening Remarks  
 

II. Committee Meetings  
 

A. Property and Facilities Committee | Chairperson DeMaioribus  
 

Project Approvals: 
 

1. Comer Hall Comprehensive Renovation, Final Approval  
 

2. Melton Student Center Patio Renovation, Final Approval 
 

3. Recreation and Wellness Sportsplex Complex – New Support Building,  
Architect Selection  

 
4. Alabama Agricultural Experiment Station – Outlying Units Support Buildings, 

Project Initiation and Architect Selection  
 

5. Cambridge Residence Hall Comprehensive Renovation, Project Initiation and  
Architect Selection  
 

6. Central Dining Basement Build-Out for New Dining Venue, Project Initiation  
 

Real Estate Approvals: 
 

7. Approval of Sale of Auburn University Property at the Lower Coastal Plain  
Experiment Station in Wilcox County, Alabama  

 
Informational Reports: 

 
8. Status Updates – For Information Only  

 
a. Current Status of New Construction/Renovation/Infrastructure Projects with  

Budgets of $1,000,000 and Greater  
 

b. Quarterly Report for Projects Costing More than $500,000 but Less than $1,000,000 
– 2nd Quarter, Fiscal Year 2025 
 

c. Project Status Report 
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B. Academic Affairs Committee | Chairperson Huntley   
 

1. Proposed Doctor of Philosophy in Speech, Language, and Hearing Sciences  
 

2. Agenda Item for the Board of Trustees – For Information Only 
 
C. Finance Committee | Chairperson W. Smith 

 
1. 160 Ross Housing Rates for 2025-2026 

 
2. Proposed AUM Technology Fee  

  
D. Executive Committee | Chairperson Dumas  

 
1. Proposed Awards and Namings  

 
2. Appointment of Board Members to the Presidential Assessment Working Group –  

For Information Only  
 

E. Trustee Reports  
 

III. Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees  
 

IV. Proposed Executive Session  
 

V. Reconvened Meeting of the Board of Trustees  
 

1. Approval of the Minutes of the February 7, 2025 Board Meeting 
 

2. AUM Chancellor’s Report 
 
3. President’s Report 

 
4. Action Items and Committee Meeting Reports 

 
A. Property and Facilities Committee 

 
1. Comer Hall Comprehensive Renovation, Final Approval  

 
2. Melton Student Center Patio Renovation, Final Approval 

 
3. Recreation and Wellness Sportsplex Complex – New Support Building,  

Architect Selection 
 

4. Alabama Agricultural Experiment Station – Outlying Units Support Buildings, 
Project Initiation and Architect Selection   
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5. Cambridge Residence Hall Comprehensive Renovation, Project Initiation and  
Architect Selection 

 
6. Central Dining Basement Build-Out for New Dining Venue, Project Initiation 

 
7. Approval of Sale of Auburn University Property at the Lower Coastal Plain  

Experiment Station in Wilcox County, Alabama 
 

B. Academic Affairs Committee 
 

1. Proposed Doctor of Philosophy in Speech, Language, and Hearing Sciences 
 

C. Finance Committee 
 
1. 160 Ross Housing Rates for 2025-2026 

 
2. Proposed AUM Technology Fee  
 

D. Executive Committee 
 

1. Proposed Awards and Namings 
 

VI. Recess Meeting  
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 President Pro Tempore Riggins convened a meeting of the Board of Trustees of  
Auburn University on Thursday, April 3, 2025 at 9:00 a.m. in the Legacy Ballroom of The Hotel 
at Auburn University and Dixon Conference Center.  
 
 President Pro Tempore Riggins then called upon Deputy Board Secretary Sherri Williams 
to call the roll. The following voting board members were deemed to be in attendance: 
 
 Ms. Caroline M. Aderholt; Mr. William P. Ainsworth; Mr. Michael A. DeMaioribus;  
Mr. Robert W. Dumas; Ms. Elizabeth H. Huntley; Mr. James R. Pratt, III; Mr. James W. Rane; 
Mr. Quentin P. Riggins; Mr. B.T. Roberts; Mr. M. Clark Sahlie; Mr. James H. Sanford;  
Mr. Wayne T. Smith; Mr. Zeke W. Smith; Mr. Timothy Vines; and Mr. Walter S. Woltosz. 
 
 Governor Kay Ivey, President of the Board, was absent from the meeting.  
 
 The individuals listed above represent all persons recognized as voting board members at 
the time of the meeting.  
 
 President Pro Tempore Riggins welcomed those serving on the Board ex officio as follows: 
Dr. Lisa Kensler, Faculty Advisor to the Board of Trustees from the Auburn University campus; 
Dr. Tim Kroft, Faculty Advisor to the Board of Trustees from the Auburn University at 
Montgomery campus; Mr. Jack Hilton, President of the Auburn University Student Government 
Association; and Ms. Emma Jankowski, the President of the Auburn University at Montgomery 
Student Government Association.  
 
 Also sitting with the Board were the following persons: Dr. Christopher B. Roberts, 
Auburn University President; and Ms. Sherri Williams, Deputy Secretary to the Board of Trustees. 
   
 The following persons were also in attendance at the meeting: Dr. Vini Nathan, Provost 
and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs; Ms. Kelli Shomaker, Senior Vice President for 
Business & Administration and Chief Financial Officer; Dr. Bobby Woodard, Senior Vice 
President for Student Affairs; Ms. Jaime Hammer, General Counsel; Mr. Jim Carroll, Vice 
President for Facilities Management; Dr. Carl Stockton, Chancellor of AUM;  
Mr. Mark Stirling; Director of Auburn University Real Estate; Dr. Joffrey Gaymon, Vice President 
for Enrollment; Dr. Jared White, Vice President for Governmental Affairs; Mr. Jim O’Connor, 
Vice President for Information Technology and Chief Information Officer; and Dr. Jennifer 
Adams, Executive Director of Public Relations.  
 
  President Pro Tempore Riggins welcomed the following persons that serve  
Auburn University and AUM in various capacities: Dr. Lori Eckhardt, Academic Affairs 
Committee Faculty Representative; Dr. Michelle Worosz, Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Committee Faculty Representative; Dr. Rolando Carol, AUM Faculty Senate President;  
Dr. Elizabeth Davis-Sramek, Finance Committee Faculty Representative; Dr. Tewhan Hahn,  
Finance Committee Faculty Representative; Dr. Jason Bryant, Institutional Advancement 
Committee Faculty Representative; Dr. Darren Olson, Property and Facilities Committee Faculty 
Representative; Dr. Reginald Blockett, Student Affairs Faculty Representative; Dr. Paul Fox, 
Student Affairs Faculty Representative; Mr. Thomas Sawyer, Chair of the Auburn University 
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Administrative & Professional Assembly; Ms. Kimberly McCadden, Chair of the Auburn 
University Staff Council; Dr. Gilbert Duenas, President of the AUM Faculty Senate;  
Mr. Stephen Bray, President of the AUM Staff Council; Ms. Beth Stukes, Chair of the Auburn 
University Foundation Board of Directors; Mr. Jeffery Moore, President of the Auburn Alumni 
Association; and Ms. Ester Akinrinde, President of the Graduate Student Council.   

 
The Board then met in various committees, each discussing the items which would later 

appear on the Reconvened Board Meeting Agenda, as follows: 
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE  
PROPERTY AND FACILITIES COMMITTEE OF THE  

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
THURSDAY, APRIL 3, 2025 AT 9:05 A.M. 

 
Chairperson DeMaioribus convened a meeting of the Property and Facilities Committee  

of the Auburn University Board of Trustees on Thursday, April 3, 2025 at 9:05 a.m. in the  
Legacy Ballroom of The Hotel at Auburn University and Dixon Conference Center.  
 

After calling the committee meeting to order, Chairperson DeMaioribus called upon  
Mr. Carroll for discussion of the following Property and Facilities Committee agenda items: 

 
1. Comer Hall Comprehensive Renovation, Final Approval 

 
Mr. Carroll reported that the University administration has proposed a comprehensive 
renovation of Comer Hall, which was originally built in 1910. He noted that in 1994, a 
project to preserve its historical integrity was approved, and since the only small 
renovations have been implemented with no major preservation projects. He added that the 
project will renovate all four levels of the 45,000 square foot building providing 
comprehensive renovation including modern building systems, accessibility with the 
addition of an elevator, exterior restoration, updated finishes, and new furnishings.  
 
Mr. Carroll indicated that the estimated total project cost is $40.0 million, to be financed 
by a combination of state, gift, and bond funds.   

 
Mr. Carroll stated that the request before the Board of Trustees is to adopt a resolution 
providing final approval of the project.  
 
A motion to report the item favorably to the full Board during the reconvened meeting was 
received from Mr. Roberts. The motion was seconded by Vice President Pro Tempore 
Sanford and the committee approved the motion by a voice vote.  
 

2. Melton Student Center Patio Renovation, Final Approval 
 
Mr. Carroll reported that Student Affairs endorsed the Student Government Association’s 
plan to remodel the Melton Student Center patio to improve student life and involvement 
at Auburn by making a lively outdoor space that meets the diverse needs of the students 
and offers more opportunities for students to connect. He explained that the project will 
renovate approximately 21,200 square feet of outdoor area, providing engaging exterior 
study areas, space for small-scale events, multi-purpose lounge areas for student use, an 
event lawn with tiered seating and audio-visual components, and extensive landscaping 
and hardscape improvements. 

 
Mr. Carroll stated that the request before the Board of Trustees is to adopt a resolution 
providing final approval of the project.  
 

MINUTES NOT YET APPROVED

-7-



A motion to report the item favorably to the full Board during the reconvened meeting was 
received from Mr. Z. Smith. The motion was seconded by Mr. Sahlie, and the committee 
approved the motion by a voice vote.  
 

3. Recreation and Wellness Sportsplex Complex – New Support Building, Architect 
Selection 

 
Mr. Carroll reported that the Recreation and Wellness Sportsplex Complex, completed in 
2020, encompasses 30 acres off Lem Morrison Drive and contains three multi-purpose 
fields, sand volleyball courts, and two softball fields. He noted that the state-of-the-art 
complex is supported by a maintenance building and one fieldhouse that includes meeting 
spaces, restrooms, and equipment storage. He explained that due to heavy use and 
expansive footprint of the complex, Student Affairs has proposed the construction of an 
added support building at the Sportsplex. He shared that the project aims to provide 
supplementary restrooms and storage space, enhancing the overall functionality of the 
complex. He stated that the project particularly addresses the needs of the more remote 
softball fields which are over a quarter mile walk from the current fieldhouse, thereby 
improving service and convenience for users. 

 
Mr. Carroll stated that the request before the Board of Trustees is to adopt a resolution 
providing approval of the selection of Seay, Seay, and Litchfield of Montgomery, Alabama 
as project architect.  
 
A motion to report the item favorably to the full Board during the reconvened meeting was 
received from Mr. Vines. The motion was seconded by Mr. Z. Smith, and the committee 
approved the motion by a voice vote.  
 

4. Alabama Agricultural Experiment Station – Outlying Units Support Buildings, Project 
Initiation and Architect Selection 
 
Mr. Carroll reported that the Alabama Agricultural Experiment Station has proposed the 
construction of new support buildings providing laboratories and office space for three 
outlying units. He indicated that the project will construct a new 2,500 square foot building 
at the EV Smith Research Center, Brewton Agricultural Research Unit, and recently 
purchased property in Autaugaville.  
 
Mr. Carroll noted that in order to facilitate a more timely and efficient design process, the 
University Architect recommends the approval of the firm JMR+H Architecture of 
Montgomery, Alabama as project architect.  
 
Mr. Carroll stated that it is anticipated that the project will financed by AAES funds 
encumbered by the sale of underutilized AAES properties.  
 
Mr. Carroll stated that the request before the Board of Trustees is to adopt a resolution 
approving the initiation of the project and the selection of JMR+H Architecture of 
Montgomery, Alabama as project architect. 
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A motion to report the item favorably to the full Board during the reconvened meeting was 
received from Mr. Sahlie. The motion was seconded by Mr. Ainsworth, and the committee 
approved the motion by a voice vote.  
 

5. Cambridge Residence Hall Comprehensive Renovation, Project Initiation and Architect 
Selection 
 
Mr. Carroll reported that Student Affairs has proposed the renovation of Cambridge 
Residence Hall, which will repair and renovate the major systems and finishes throughout 
the building – including approximately 72,500 square feet of renovated area. He explained 
that the scope of the renovation incudes upgrading finishes, furnishings, plumbing fixtures, 
electrical and mechanical systems, and building envelope systems. He stated that the 
renovation also includes required American with Disabilities Act modifications, including 
room layout modifications on the first floor. 
 
Mr. Carroll stated that in order to facilitate a more timely and efficient design process, the 
University Architect recommends the approval of the firm Williams Blackstock Architects 
of Birmingham, Alabama as project architect.  
 
Mr. Carroll indicated that it is anticipated this project will be financed by Student Affairs. 
 
A motion to report the item favorably to the full Board during the reconvened meeting was 
received from Mr. W. Smith. The motion was seconded by Mr. Vines, and the committee 
approved the motion by a voice vote.  
 

6. Central Dining Build-Out for New Dining Venue, Project Initiation and Authorization 
to Commence the Architect Selection Process 
 
Mr. Carroll stated that Student Affairs has proposed the renovation of the Central Dining 
Commons to fit out approximately 2,400 square feet of shell space on the ground floor of 
the facility completed in 2021. He noted that the project will provide a new dining venue 
and enable Campus Dining to better serve campus and the student body. 
 
Mr. Carroll indicated that it is anticipated that the project will be financed by Campus 
Dining. 
 
Mr. Carroll stated that the request before the Board of Trustees is to adopt a resolution to 
approve the project and authorize the commencement of the architect selection process. 
 
A motion to report the item favorably to the full Board during the reconvened meeting was 
received from Vice President Pro Tempore Sanford. The motion was seconded by  
Mr. Ainsworth, and the committee approved the motion by a voice vote.  
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7. Approval of Sale of Auburn University Property at the Lower Coastal Plain Experiment 
Station in Wilcox County, Alabama, Real Estate Disposition 
 
Mr. Carroll stated that at the 2024 April Board meeting, the AAES presented a plan to 
restructure and enhance its field research sites across the state. He reminded everyone that 
the Board approved the purchase of 945 acres (Rhyne Property) in Autauga County. He 
added that, to financially support the purchase, the Board agreed to sell the Lower Coastal 
Plain Agricultural Research Center (Wilcox County) property and the Turnipseed-Inkberry 
(Bullock County) property, while using any remaining proceeds for capital improvements 
across the AAES portfolio.  
 
Mr. Carroll shared that in April 2024, the Board approved hiring a real estate broker to 
facilitate the sale of the Lower Coastal Plain Experiment Station in Wilcox County, and 
the Turnipseed-Inkberry property in Bullock County. He added that real estate brokers 
were engaged to represent the university and market the property.  
 
Mr. Carroll noted that at the November 2024 meeting, the Board approved the sale of the 
1,028-acre Turnipseed-Inkberry property in Bullock County and 716 acres of the 2,370-
acre Lower Coastal Plain property in Wilcox County.  
 
Mr. Carroll indicated that AAES now seeks approval of the sale of the remaining 1,620-
acres of the Wilcox County Property.  
 
Mr. Carroll stated that the request before the Board of Trustees is to adopt a resolution 
authorizing the President to accept offers to purchase the Wilcox County property 
consistent with Alabama law, and is empowered to negotiate and execute the deed and all 
legal documents necessary to effectuate the transaction provided that any sale transactions 
must be reviewed and approved by the Office of General Counsel prior to closing. 
 
A motion to report the item favorably to the full Board during the reconvened meeting was 
received from Mr. Vines. The motion was seconded by Mr. Dumas, and the committee 
approved the motion by a voice vote. Mr. Roberts abstained from the vote. 

 
8. Status Updates – For Information Only 

 
Mr. Carroll presented the following items to the Board: 

 
a. Current Status of New Construction/Renovation/Infrastructure Projects with 

Budgets of $1,000,000 and Greater 
 

b. Quarterly Report for Projects Costing More than $500,000 but Less than 
$1,000,000 – 2nd Quarter, Fiscal Year 2025 

 
c. Project Status Report 

 
Mr. Carroll shared that this item is included for information only and does not require a vote.   
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Chairperson DeMaioribus thanked Mr. Carroll for his reports, and with there being no 
further items, recessed the committee meeting at 9:30 a.m.  
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE  
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE OF THE  

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
THURSDAY, APRIL 3, 2025 AT 9:30 A.M. 

 
 Chairperson Huntley convened a meeting of the Academic Affairs Committee of the 
Auburn University Board of Trustees on Thursday, April 3, 2025 at 9:30 a.m. in the  
Legacy Ballroom of The Hotel at Auburn University and Dixon Conference Center.  
 

After calling the committee meeting to order, Chairperson Huntley called upon Dr. Nathan 
for discussion of the Academic Affairs Committee’s agenda items. 

 
1. Proposed Doctor of Philosophy in Speech, Language, and Hearing Sciences  

 
Dr. Nathan reported that the College of Liberal Arts is proposing a new Doctor of 
Philosophy in Speech, Language, and Hearing Sciences, effective Fall 2025. She explained 
that this degree will provide advanced training in speech-language pathology and 
audiology. Dr. Nathan stated that the proposed program aims to address the significant 
demand for doctoral-level faculty in Alabama by enhancing the university’s contributions 
to these fields.  
 

2. Agenda Item for the Board of Trustees – For Information Only 
 
Dr. Nathan presented the following academic update: 
 
The Samuel Ginn College of Engineering, in collaboration with the College of Sciences 
and Mathematics, has established a new Graduate Certificate in Space Systems. This 
program is designed to meet the workforce development needs of the aerospace industry, 
which has a significant presence in Huntsville and is anticipating substantial in the space 
sector.  
  
Dr. Nathan indicated that this item is presented for information only and does not require 
a vote.  
 
Chairperson Huntley thanked Dr. Nathan for her report, and with there being no further 

items, recessed the committee meeting at 9:40 a.m.  
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE  
FINANCE COMMITTEE OF THE  

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
THURSDAY, APRIL 3, 2025 AT 9:40 A.M. 

 
 Chairperson W. Smith convened a meeting of the Finance Committee of the  
Auburn University Board of Trustees on Thursday, April 3, 2025 at 9:40 a.m. in the  
Legacy Ballroom of The Hotel at Auburn University and Dixon Conference Center.  
 

After calling the committee meeting to order, Chairperson W. Smith called upon  
Ms. Shomaker for discussion of the Finance Committee’s agenda items. 

 
1. 160 Ross Housing Rates for 2025-2026 

 
Ms. Shomaker reported that Auburn University Housing is proposing a 3% increase to the 
160 Ross Housing Rates for 2025-2026.  

 
A motion to report the item favorably to the full Board during the reconvened meeting was 
received from Mr. Z. Smith. The motion was seconded by Mr. Sahlie, and the committee 
approved the motion by a voice vote.  

 
2. Proposed AUM Technology Fee 

 
Ms. Shomaker reported that AUM is seeking approval to increase the technology fee for 
AUM undergraduate and graduate students from $10 per credit hour to $30 per credit hour, 
beginning Fall 2025.  
 
A motion to report the item favorably to the full Board during the reconvened meeting was 
received from Vice President Pro Tempore Sanford. The motion was seconded by  
Ms. Huntley, and the committee approved the motion by a voice vote.  

 
Chairperson W. Smith thanked Ms. Shomaker for her reports, and with there being no 

further items, recessed the committee meeting at 9:45 a.m. 
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE  
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE  

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
THURSDAY, APRIL 3, 2025 AT 9:45 A.M. 

 
 Chairperson Dumas convened a meeting of the Executive Committee of the  
Auburn University Board of Trustees on Thursday, April 3, 2025 at 9:45 a.m. in the  
Legacy Ballroom of The Hotel at Auburn University and Dixon Conference Center.  
 

After calling the committee meeting to order, Chairperson Dumas presented the first 
Executive Committee agenda item. 
 

1. Proposed Awards and Namings 
 
Chairperson Dumas asked for a motion to move consideration of the list of proposed 
awards and namings to the reconvened meeting.  
 
A motion to report the item favorably to the full Board during the reconvened meeting was 
received from Mr. Vines. The motion was seconded by Mr. DeMaioribus, and the 
committee approved the motion by a voice vote. 
 
Chairperson Dumas then called upon President Pro Tempore Riggins for discussion of the 

committee’s second agenda item.  
 

2. Appointment of Board Members to the Presidential Assessment Working Group – 
For Information Only  
 
President Pro Tempore Riggins announced the appointment of Trustees Bob Dumas, 
Jimmy Sanford, and Wayne Smith to serve with him on the Presidential Assessment 
Working Group.  
 
President Pro Tempore Riggins indicated that this item is presented for information only 
and does not require a vote.  

 
With there being no further items, Chairperson Dumas recessed the committee meeting at 

9:50 a.m. 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES NOT YET APPROVED

-14-



 President Pro Tempore Riggins then moved to reports from various committee 
chairpersons and lead trustees as follows: 
 

Institutional Advancement Committee 
 

 Chairperson Woltosz began his report by sharing that the engagement team has 
identified the following phases of life that will guide how Auburn utilizes its resources to 
engage alumni and stakeholders as following: 
 
 Young Alumni (Age 40 and under): 37% 
 
 Mid-Life Alumni (Age 40 to 62): 37% 
 
 Seasoned Alumni (Age 63+): 24% 
 
 Unidentified Alumni (Unknown birthdate): 2% 
 
 Parents & Friends of Auburn: 223,000 (Note: not considered in alumni count) 
 
 Graduates since 2000: 133,804 or 53% 
 

Chairperson Woltosz then announced the following upcoming engagement updates:   
 
April 3-4 Young Alumni Council Meeting & “Roar & Soar” Graduation Event 

 
 April 4-6 Black Alumni Weekend 
 
 June 7  Lifetime Achievement Awards Ceremony 
 
 June 17-18 Auburn on the Hill 
 
 October 17 20 Under 40 Reception 

    
 President Pro Tempore Riggins thanked Chairperson Woltosz for his report. He then 
indicated that the committee meetings and trustee reports were complete.  
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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

THURSDAY, APRIL 3, 2025 AT 9:50 A.M. 
 

 President Pro Tempore Riggins convened a regular meeting of the Board of Trustees on 
Thursday, April 3, 2025 at 9:50 a.m. in the Legacy Ballroom of The Hotel at Auburn University 
and Dixon Conference Center.  
 
 President Pro Tempore Riggins asked General Counsel Hammer if there was any pending 
litigation that needed to be discussed in an executive session. General Counsel Hammer indicated 
that there was pending litigation that needed to be discussed in an executive session.  
 
 President Pro Tempore Riggins then asked for a motion for the Board to enter an executive 
session. A motion was received from Mr. W. Smith. The motion was seconded by Ms. Huntley,  
and the Board approved the motion by a voice vote.  
 

President Pro Tempore Riggins recessed the regular meeting of the Board of Trustees  
at 9:55 a.m. 
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MINUTES OF A RECONVENED MEETING OF THE 
AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

THURSDAY, APRIL 3, 2025 AT 10:45 A.M. 
 

 President Pro Tempore Riggins reconvened the meeting of the Board of Trustees on  
Thursday, April 3, 2025 at 10:45 a.m. in the Legacy Ballroom of The Hotel at Auburn University 
and Dixon Conference Center. 

  
After reconvening the meeting, President Pro Tempore Riggins noted that this was the final 

meeting for Dr. Lisa Kensler, Dr. Tim Kroft, and Ms. Jankowski is their official capacities as ex 
officio board members. President Pro Tempore Riggins opened the floor for closing remarks from 
the three outgoing ex officio members. President Pro Tempore Riggins thanked Dr. Kensler,  
Dr. Kroft, and Ms. Jankowski for their service and contributions to the university.  

 
President Pro Tempore Riggins then asked for a motion to adopt the minutes of the 

February 7, 2025 meeting. A motion was received from Ms. Huntley. The motion was seconded 
by Mr. Z. Smith, and the resolution was approved by a voice vote.  

 
The following resolution was approved: 
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RESOLUTION  
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 

WHEREAS, copies of the minutes of the February 7, 2025 meeting of the Board of Trustees 
have been distributed to all members of this Board for review; and  
 
WHEREAS, the members have reviewed the minutes and determined that they constitute a true 
and correct recitation of the business of the respective meeting.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of Auburn University  
that the minutes of the February 7, 2025 meeting of the Board of Trustees are hereby approved as 
distributed.  
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Property and Facilities Committee 
 
 Chairperson DeMaioribus indicated that the Property and Facilities Committee met earlier 
and discussed seven action items and one item of information. Chairperson DeMaioribus moved 
for approval of a consent agenda for the Property and Facilities Committee’s seven action items.  
The motion was seconded by Ms. Huntley, and the resolutions were approved by a voice vote. 
 
 The following resolutions were approved in the consent agenda: 
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Academic Affairs Committee 
 
 Chairperson Huntley indicated that the Academic Affairs Committee met earlier and 
discussed one action item and one item of information. Chairperson Huntley moved for approval 
of the Academic Affairs Committee’s single action item. The motion was seconded by  
Vice President Pro Tempore Sanford, and the resolution was approved by a voice vote. 
 
 The following resolution was approved: 
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Finance Committee 
 
 Chairperson W. Smith indicated that the Finance Committee met earlier and discussed two 
action items. Chairperson W. Smith moved for approval of a consent agenda for the Finance 
Committee’s two action items. The motion was seconded by Mr. Vines, and the resolutions were 
approved by a voice vote. 
 
 The following resolutions were approved in the consent agenda: 
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Executive Committee 
 
 Chairperson Dumas indicated that the Executive Committee met earlier and discussed one 
action item and one item of information. Chairperson Dumas reported that the committee’s single 
action item was a list of proposed awards and namings. Chairperson Dumas moved for approval 
of the item. The motion was seconded by Mr. Vines, and the resolutions were approved by a voice 
vote.  
 
 The following resolutions were approved: 
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President Pro Tempore Riggins then indicated that with there being no further items for 
review, the meeting was recessed at 11:00 a.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

___________________________ 
Jon G. Waggoner 
Secretary to the Board of Trustees 
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RESOLUTION 
 
 AWARDING OF DEGREES 
 
 
WHEREAS, Auburn University confers appropriate degrees upon those individuals who have 
completed requirements previously approved by this Board of Trustees and stated in University 
Catalogs. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 
 

1. That all degrees to be awarded by the faculty of Auburn University and Auburn University 
at Montgomery at the end of the Summer 2025 semester, complying with the requirements 
heretofore established by the Board of Trustees, be and the same are hereby approved. 
 

2. That a list of the degrees awarded be filed and maintained in the records of the University 
and hereby made an official part of this resolution and of these minutes. 
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