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Mike Kensler, Office of Sustainability
University Senate, February 18, 2020



“The 2010s Were the Hottest 
Decade on Record. What 
Happens Next?
The news hasn’t come as 
a surprise to climate 
scientists, but all urge 
immediate action.”

January 16, 2020

“As of January 2020, the globe stands 
dangerously close to the precipice.”



“Climate tipping points — too risky to bet against
The growing threat of abrupt and irreversible climate changes 
must compel political and economic action on emissions.”

November 27, 2019
Timothy M. Lenton, Johan Rockström, Owen Gaffney, Stefan Rahmstorf, 
Katherine Richardson, Will Steffen & Hans Joachim Schellnhuber



“Climate change now detectable from any 
single day of weather at global scale”

Sebastian Sippel, Nicolai Meinshausen, Erich M. Fischer, Enikő Székely
& Reto Knutti January 2, 2020



Global Warming & Climate Change in 14 Words 

Scientists agree.
It’s happening.

It’s bad.
It’s us.

We can fix it.





“We the undersigned presidents…
…are deeply concerned…
…recognize the scientific consensus…
…believe colleges and universities must exercise leadership…by 
modeling ways to minimize GW emissions and by providing the 
knowledge and the educated graduates to achieve climate 
neutrality.” 



What Auburn University is Doing 

• Climate, Human and Earth System Science (CHESS) Strategic 
Research Cluster

• Academic Sustainability Programs
• Campus Dining, Transportation
• LEED Buildings
• Facilities Management Utilities & Energy Team
• Cooperative Extension
• Office of Sustainability 
• More



What’s next for Auburn University?



> 3,000 U.S. governors, mayors, businesses, investors, faith 
groups, colleges and universities say:

“…working together to take forceful action and to ensure 
that the U.S. remains a global leader in reducing carbon 
emissions” and reversing global warming.

www.wearestillin.com

http://www.wearestillin.com/


www.wearestillin.com

“We are close to the tipping point where global warming 
becomes irreversible. Trump’s action could push the Earth 
over the brink….”  Stephen Hawking, BBC interview, March 2018



“What is our climate 
imperative? I think it is 
to use everything we 
have to advocate for 
solutions, starting with 
our voice." 



WE ARE STILL IN

Our ask:

Support for President 
Gogue adding Auburn 
University as a signatory 
to the WE ARE STILL IN
commitment.
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