PROPOSAL FOR ESTABLISHMENT “THE CENTER FOR LONGLEAF PINE ECOSYSTEMS (CLPE)” IN THE SCHOOL OF FORESTRY AND WILDLIFE SCIENCES, AUBURN UNIVERSITY
Center Justification
The State of Alabama was, and still is, in the heart of the longleaf pine ecosystem.  This once vast ecosystem stretched southward through nine states from Virginia to east Texas and covered over 140,000 square miles and 90 million acres.  Today, longleaf pine occupies approximately 3 million acres across the Southeast.  Here, in Alabama, there were approximately 18.2 million acres in 1880 and only 860,000 acres remain today.  In large part because of the Longleaf Alliance (LLA) based here at Auburn University, interest in the restoration and management of longleaf pine ecosystems is growing in Alabama and the region because of increasing enthusiasm for economic, ecological, and recreational returns from longleaf pine forests.  There is tremendous interest by landowners to convert land back to longleaf pine, and in the last 10 years longleaf pine acreage in Alabama has increased by 60%.  In the other southern states, longleaf acreage has either remained unchanged or declined.  
The majority of longleaf forests in Alabama are on private non-industrial lands but public agencies are important in leading the effort in longleaf restoration and recovery.  Many private non-industrial landowners in Alabama and the Southeast have diverse management objectives and are interested in restoring longleaf ecosystems when knowledge and technical assistance is made available.  The potential of longleaf pine for greater growth on poor and average sites than the other southern pines, versatility in producing a variety of products, high quality of lumber, investment security, and aversion of risk from wildfire, diseases, pests, wind damage and drought provide incentives to landowners to replant with longleaf pine.  Economic returns from longleaf pine are closely coupled with multiple use objectives which include aesthetics, hunting habitat, carbon sequestration, water purification, soil stabilization, and protection of rare plants and animals.  Within longleaf pine forests, a few dozen species that wholly depend on the structure of longleaf ecosystems are now imperiled with global extinction.  High species richness found mainly in the groundcover accounts for longleaf forests being considered regional hotspots of the World’s biodiversity.  
The Longleaf Alliance was established in SFWS in 1995 to meet the needs of forest landowners and natural resource managers in Alabama and the Southeast.  Today the LLA is the recognized leader in advancing knowledge and acceptance of longleaf pine among landowners and forest managers in the Southeast.  By emphasizing both the economic and ecological values of the longleaf resource, the LLA has led a region-wide groundswell of interest in this ecosystem.  The LLA served as a clearinghouse for information on regenerating, restoring and managing longleaf pine.  Over the past 12+ years the LLA has conducted more than 500 workshops, conferences and symposia in various states directly reaching more that 30,000 people.  Since initiation of the LLA, annual longleaf seedling production has increased 100%, resulting in the production of more than 700 million longleaf seedlings and restoration of 1.4 million acres to longleaf forests.  The LLA was recognized for its influential work by seven State, Regional and National awards including the prestigious Centennial Congress Award from the USDA Forest Service.  The LLA had received more than 4 million dollars in total grants and donations since 1995.  
The formation of Auburn University’s Center for Longleaf Pine Ecosystems (AU-CLPE) will formally house the accomplishments and expertise of the LLA and continue the outreach efforts of the LLA with additional emphasis on research.  The AU-CLPE will address important knowledge gaps in longleaf pine ecosystem management, provide applied research knowledge for on the ground longleaf pine restoration and management activities, and provide the umbrella for SFWS faculty to pursue research and outreach efforts in longleaf pine.  There is no similar Center anywhere in the country that focuses on longleaf pine ecosystems and Auburn University has a national reputation as the leading university in the nation in the study, research and management of longleaf pine ecosystems.  The AU-CLPE would provide for the creation and leadership of a multi-state Southern Extension Research Activity (SERA) for longleaf ecosystems and provide the opportunity for the AU-CLPE to be the focal point for an extension community of practice and expertise on longleaf pine ecosystems.  
Center Mission
Research based knowledge is needed to effectively implement ecosystem management on public, industrial and private longleaf pine lands to conserve, restore and better manage longleaf pine for a variety of ecological, social and economic values. The mission of the AU-CLPE is to address knowledge gaps in the restoration, conservation and management of longleaf pine ecosystems to provide a variety of ecological, social and economic services for the people of Alabama and the Southeast.   

Center Faculty
The AU-CLPE will involve interdisciplinary programs within the SFWS as well as other departments on campus.  The Center will initially encompass faculty members (see organizational chart for the Center) with expertise in longleaf stand dynamics and management, forest biology, economics, wildlife management, recreation and social sciences.  Establishment of the AU-CLPE will provide collective national and international visibility to our work and enhance interdisciplinary collaboration.  A Center designation would significantly enhance the ability to attract more funding.   Requests for proposals by funding agencies are increasingly directed towards longleaf research and information needs.   The faculty associated with the AU-CLPE have a strong reputation for collaborating with colleagues from a wide range of state and federal agencies, non-government organizations and academics.  In addition, faculty associated with the Center have a history of effectively transferring information to a wide range of stakeholders and practitioners, thus providing rapid and efficient dissemination of new knowledge as it becomes available.  
Center Administration
The Center will have a part-time Director who will be responsible for the day to day administration of the program and an Advisory Committee made up of the Dean of the SFWS and faculty within and outside the SFWS.   
Partner Organizations
The following is a list of partners that have interacted with the LLA in the past.  The CLPE would continue to work with these organizations.
· USDA Forest Service
· US Fish and Wildlife Service

· US Park Service

· Natural Resources and Conservation Service

· Farm Service Agency

· Environmental Protection Agency

· Department of Transportation

· Department of Defense including all branches

· Forestry, Wildlife and Natural Resources Departments in 9 longleaf states” Alabama (Alabama Forestry Commission and the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources), Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Texas and Virginia.

· JW Jones Ecological Research Center

· Tall Timbers Research Station

· The Nature Conservancy

· The Conservation Fund

· Environmental Defense

· National Wildlife Federation and state associates

· American Forest Foundation

· Mississippi Fish and Wildlife Foundation

· National Turkey Federation

· Quail Unlimited

· Wildlife Management Institute

· National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
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