
AUBURN UNIVERSITY 
Office of the President 

TO: The Board of Trustees 

MEMORANDUM 

FROM: Dr. Christopher B. Roberts, President 

SUBJECT: June 9, 2023 Annual Board of Trustees Meeting 

Enclosed, please find the materials for the June 9, 2023 Annual Board of Trustees Meeting. 
The schedule of events for Thursday and Friday is listed below. 

Please note that all events will be held at The Hotel at Auburn University & Dixon Conference Center 
located at 241 South College Street, Auburn, Alabama 36830. 

Thursday, June 8, 2023 

j 1:00 p.m. I Workshop I Legacy Ballroom 

Friday, June 9, 2023 

9:30 a.m. Call to Order and Opening Remarks 

9:35 a.m. Committee Meetings 

10:35 a.m. Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees 

10:40 a.m. Proposed Executive Session 

11 :15 a.m. Reconvened Meeting of the Board of Trustees 

11:30 a.m. Recess Meeting 

Upon Conclusion Luncheon 
of the Meeting 

CBR/ntm 

Enclosures 

cc: Mr. Jon G. Waggoner, Secretary to the Board of Trustees (w/encl.) 
President's Cabinet (w/encl.) 

107 Samford Hall Auburn, AL 36849 334-844-4650 

auburn.edu 

Legacy Ballroom 

Legacy Ballroom 

Legacy Ballroom 

Azalea Room 

Legacy Ballroom 

Legacy Ballroom 

Grand Ballroom II 
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SCHEDULE AND AGENDA 
JUNE 9, 2023 ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

I. Call to Order and Opening Remarks | 9:30 a.m.  
 

II. Committee Meetings | 9:35 a.m.  
 

A. Property and Facilities Committee | Chairperson DeMaioribus | 9:35 a.m. 
 

1. Airport Runway Safety Area Expansion, Final Approval (Dan King/Bill Hutto) 
 

2. North Auburn Equine Research Facility Addition, Final Approval  
(Dan King/Calvin Johnson) 

 
3. Renovation of Space in the Athletics Complex for Sports Medicine, Architect Selection 

(Dan King/John Cohen) 
 

4. Vehicle Research and Innovation Laboratory, Project Initiation and Architect Selection  
(Dan King/Steven Taylor) 

 
5. Annual Report of Real Estate Holdings – For Information Only (Mark Stirling) 

 
6. Annual Report of Timber Harvest Revenue – For Information Only (Mark Stirling) 

 
7. Status Updates – For Information Only (Dan King) 

 
a. Current Status of New Construction/Renovation/Infrastructure Projects with Budgets 

of $1,000,000 and Greater  
 

b. Project Status Report 
 
B. Academic Affairs Committee | Chairperson Huntley | 9:50 a.m.  

 
1. Proposed Bachelor of Science in Parks and Recreation Management (Vini Nathan) 

 
2. Proposed Bachelor of Arts in Biology at AUM (Carl Stockton) 

 
C. Finance Committee | 9:55 a.m. 

 
1. Authority to Execute Bond/Tender Exchange Transactions (Kelli Shomaker) 

 
D. Audit and Compliance Committee | Chairperson Vines | 10:00 a.m.  

 
1. Approval of Independent Auditors for Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2023  

(Kelli Shomaker/Douglas Grant) 
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2. Receipt of the 2022-2023 Code of Ethics Compliance Documents – For Information Only 
(Tim Vines) 

 
E. Institutional Advancement Committee | Chairperson Roberts | 10:15 a.m.  

 
1. Auburn University Endowment Portfolio Update – For Information Only  

(John Morris/Paul Jacobson/Greg DeSisto) 
 

F. Executive Committee | Chairperson W. Smith | 10:20 a.m.  
 

1. Election of the President Pro Tempore for 2023-2024 (Wayne Smith) 
 

2. Presidential Assessment – For Information Only (Bob Dumas) 
 

3. Proposed Awards and Namings (Wayne Smith) 
 

G. Trustee Reports | 10:30 a.m.  
 

III. Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees | 10:35 a.m.  
 

IV. Proposed Executive Session | 10:40 a.m.  
 

V. Reconvened Meeting of the Board of Trustees | 11:15 a.m. 
 

1. Approval of the Minutes of the April 14, 2023 Board Meeting 
 

2. Awarding of Degrees for Summer 2023 
 

3. AUM Chancellor’s Report 
 

4. President’s Report 
 

5. Action Items and Committee Meeting Reports 
 

A. Property and Facilities Committee 
 

1. Airport Runway Safety Area Expansion, Final Approval  
 

2. North Auburn Equine Research Facility Addition, Final Approval  
 

3. Renovation of Space in the Athletics Complex for Sports Medicine,  
Architect Selection 

 
4. Vehicle Research and Innovation Laboratory, Project Initiation and Architect 

Selection 
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B. Academic Affairs Committee 
 

1. Proposed Bachelor of Science in Parks and Recreation Management  
 

2. Proposed Bachelor of Arts in Biology at AUM 
 

C. Finance Committee 
 
1. Authority to Execute Bond/Tender Exchange Transactions 

 
D. Audit and Compliance Committee 

 
1. Approval of Independent Auditors for Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2023 

 
E. Executive Committee 

 
1. Election of the President Pro Tempore for 2023-2024 

 
2. Proposed Awards and Namings 

 
VI. Recess Meeting | 11:30 a.m.  

 



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
JUNE 9, 2023 ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 
A. Property and Facilities Committee 
 

1. Airport Runway Safety Area Expansion, Final Approval 
 

Project Summary: In 2019, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) advised Auburn 
University that the current safety area on the northern end of Runway 18-36 must be 
extended for the Airport to continue and grow its volume of operations.  The Airport 
Runway Safety Area Extension project is located off the north end of the airport’s main 
runway and will extend the current safety area an additional 700 feet. 
 
The project will be financed by the Federal Aviation Administration, the Alabama 
Department of Transportation Aeronautics Bureau, the City of Auburn, the City of 
Opelika, and the Lee County Commission.  Since University funds will not be used on 
this project, the Board of Trustees will not have to establish a project budget. 
 
Requested Action:  It is requested that the Board of Trustees adopt a resolution providing 
final approval of the Airport Runway Safety Area Extension project. 
 
Previous Approvals:  At its meeting on April 22, 2022, the Board of Trustees adopted a 
resolution to purchase approximately eleven acres of real property located at the Indian 
Pines Golf Course, Auburn, Alabama, and at its meeting on September 16, 2022, the Board 
of Trustees adopted a resolution that approved the initiation of the Airport Runway Safety 
Area Extension project and the selection of Barge Design Solutions, Inc., of Dothan, 
Alabama, as the engineer for the project. 
 

2. North Auburn Equine Research Facility Addition, Final Approval  
 

Project Summary: The College of Veterinary Medicine proposed the construction of a 
new addition to the North Auburn Equine Research Facility to support the federally-
funded research program in North Auburn.  The project will construct a one-story, 8,100 
square foot addition which will provide new laboratory space necessary to grow the 
research capabilities of the laboratory to match increased new grant funding 
opportunities. 
 
The estimated total project cost of the North Auburn Equine Research Facility Addition 
project is $7.0 million, to be financed by funds from the College of Veterinary Medicine 
and the Office of the Provost. 

 
Requested Action:   It is requested that the Board of Trustees adopt a resolution providing 
final approval of the North Auburn Equine Research Facility Addition project. 
 



Previous Approvals:  At its previous meeting on September 10, 2021, the Board of Trustees 
adopted a resolution that approved the initiation of the North Auburn Equine Research 
Facility Addition project and authorized the commencement of the architect selection 
process.  At its meeting on November 12, 2021, the Board of Trustees adopted a resolution 
that approved the selection of Poole & Company Architects, LLC, of Birmingham, 
Alabama, as the architect for the project.  
 

3. Renovation of Space in the Athletics Complex for Sports Medicine, Architect Selection 
 

Project Summary:  The Athletics Department has proposed the renovation of space within 
the Athletics Complex to provide expanded sports medicine services. These services, 
currently housed in the Plainsman Park Strength and Rehabilitation Center, will be 
relocated to the Athletics Complex in space previously occupied by the football program. 
This project will enable the Athletics Department to expand and improve sports medicine 
services to its student athletes. 

 
Requested Action:  It is requested that the Board of Trustees adopt a resolution to 
approve the selection of Seay, Seay & Litchfield of Auburn, Alabama, as project architect 
for the Renovation of Space in the Athletics Complex for Sports Medicine project. 
 
Previous Approvals:  At its previous meeting on April 14, 2023, the Board of Trustees 
adopted a resolution that approved the initiation of the Renovation of Space in the 
Athletics Complex for Sports Medicine project and authorized the commencement of the 
project architect selection process. 
 

4. Vehicle Research and Innovation Laboratory, Project Initiation and Architect 
Selection 

 
Project Summary:  The Samuel Ginn College of Engineering has proposed the 
construction of a testing facility to address challenges faced by vehicle manufacturers as 
they innovate and deploy new technologies to make vehicles more efficient, with 
increased levels of safety and reduced emissions. The laboratory will aid research funded 
by the U.S. Federal Transit Administration, and allow Auburn University researchers to 
study commercial vehicles, such as trucks and transit vehicles, along with components 
that are used in those vehicles. 
 
It is anticipated that the Vehicle Research and Innovation Laboratory project will be 
financed by a grant from the Federal Transit Administration and Samuel Ginn College of 
Engineering funds. 
 
Requested Action:  It is requested that the Board of Trustees adopt a resolution to 
approve the initiation of the Vehicle Research and Innovation Laboratory project and to 
authorize the commencement of the architect selection process. 
 
Previous Approvals:  None. 

 



5. Annual Report of Real Estate Holdings – For Information Only 
 
Board policies require that a listing of property owned by Auburn University be 
submitted to the Board for its information and review at its annual meeting. Accordingly, 
the summary based on last year’s report and changes that have occurred since June 2022 
have been prepared for the Board’s review. 
 

6. Annual Report of Timber Harvest Revenue – For Information Only  
 

A summary report of annual timber harvest revenue is provided to the Board of Trustees 
for its information and review at its annual meeting. The report shows timber revenue 
received since June 1, 2022.  

 
7. Status Updates – For Information Only  

 
a. Current Status of New Construction/Renovation/Infrastructure Projects with 

Budgets of $1,000,000 and Greater 
 

Consistent with standing practice, it is proposed that the current status report of new 
construction/renovation/infrastructure projects with budgets greater than $1,000,000 
be submitted, for information only, to the Board of Trustees through the Property and 
Facilities Committee.  

 
b. Project Status Report 

 
It is proposed that a brief report regarding the status of Board of Trustees approved 
capital projects be submitted, for information only, to the Board of Trustees through 
the Property and Facilities Committee.  

 
B. Academic Affairs Committee 
 

1. Proposed Bachelor of Science in Parks and Recreation Management 
 
The College of Forestry, Wildlife and Environment proposes a new Bachelor of Science in 
Parks and Recreation Management (CIP 03.0207). 
 

2. Proposed Bachelor of Arts in Biology at AUM  
 
The College of Sciences has submitted a proposal to create a Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) in 
Biology. The proposed degree program would provide Auburn University at Montgomery 
students with an alternative to the current B.S. in Biology degree, allowing them more 
flexibility as they navigate their STEM careers. Notably, this degree pairs ideally with our 
new AUMTeach program (part of the UT each network) that offers students the 
opportunity to major in select STEM degrees, including Biology, and minor in secondary 
STEM Education. AVMTeach is aimed at enhancing secondary STEM teacher output by 
AUM to support the instructional needs of school systems in the River Region and beyond. 



The B.A. in Biology also provides students in the Pre-Health, Pre-Nursing, and Pre-
Medical Laboratory Science programs an attractive alternate path to degree completion if 
they opt out, or fail to persist on the curricula required to complete those health science 
degrees. The proposed B.A. in Biology is unique in this region because of the flexibility 
provided by the designed degree plan, which allows students to add other minors or pursue 
electives in a chosen discipline as they contemplate careers at the intersections of biology 
and other areas such as art, business or data science. Over 270 students are currently 
enrolled in the Biology and Environmental Sciences undergraduate programs at AUM. 
Beyond the attractive career options mentioned above, the B.A. in Biology will provide 
some of these students with a shorter path to degree completion, thereby ensuring strong 
future enrollment potential for the program and enhanced likelihood of student persistence.  
 
The new program can be implemented with the current resources in place; that is, the 
program will not require any additional faculty, new equipment, new facilities, new space, 
financial resources, design of new courses, or new library resources to implement.  
The proposal for the B.A in Biology has been endorsed by the faculty of the Department of 
Biology and Environmental Sciences, the Dean of the College of Sciences, the Provost, and 
the Chancellor.  
 
It is requested that the Board consider a resolution to approve the proposed B.A. in Biology 
for Auburn University at Montgomery. 

 
C. Finance Committee 

 
1. Authority to Execute Bond/Tender Exchange Transactions 

 
Time will be allotted for a discussion regarding the execution of bond/tender exchange 
transactions.  

 
D. Audit and Compliance Committee 
 

1. Approval of Independent Auditors for Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2023 
 
The existing Board of Trustees Policy 
 
Time will be allotted for a presentation by PricewaterhouseCoopers regarding the audit 
plan for the fiscal year ended September 30, 2023. The Board will then vote on naming 
them as the auditors. 
 

2. Receipt of the 2022-2023 Code of Ethics Compliance Documents – For Information 
Only 
 
Time will be allotted for discussion of the receipt of the 2020-2021 Code of Ethics 
Compliance Documents.  
 
This item is provided for information only and does not require a vote.  



E. Institutional Advancement Committee 
 

1. Auburn University Endowment Portfolio Update – For Information Only 
 
It is proposed that a representative of Prime Buchholz, the investment consultant firm that 
provides consulting services to the Auburn University Foundation related to the 
investment of Auburn’s endowments, present an update to the Institutional Advancement 
Committee. 
 
This item is provided for information only and does not require a vote.  

 
F. Executive Committee 
 

1. Election of the President Pro Tempore for 2023-2024 
 
Time will be allotted for the election of the President Pro Tempore for 2023-2024. 
 

2. Presidential Assessment – For Information Only 
 
Time will be allotted for a discussion regarding the annual Presidential Assessment.  
 
This item is provided for information only and does not require a vote.  

 
3. Proposed Awards and Namings  

 
Time will be allotted for discussion of a list of proposed awards and namings. 

 
 
 
 
 



Committee Chairperson:  Mr. Michael DeMaioribus 
  
Faculty Representative:  Dr. Christian Dagg, Auburn University (ex-officio, non-voting) 
  
 Please Note: All trustees serve on all committees, with the exception of the Executive Committee. 

PROPERTY AND FACILITIES COMMITTEE AGENDA 
JUNE 9, 2023 ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

1. Airport Runway Safety Area Expansion, Final Approval (Dan King/Bill Hutto) 
 

2. North Auburn Equine Research Facility Addition, Final Approval  
(Dan King/Calvin Johnson) 
 

3. Renovation of Space in the Athletics Complex for Sports Medicine, Architect Selection 
(Dan King/John Cohen) 
 

4. Vehicle Research and Innovation Laboratory, Project Initiation and Architect Selection  
(Dan King/Steven Taylor) 

 
5. Annual Report of Real Estate Holdings – For Information Only (Mark Stirling) 

 
6. Annual Report of Timber Harvest Revenue – For Information Only (Mark Stirling) 

 
7. Status Updates – For Information Only (Dan King) 

 
a. Current Status of New Construction/Renovation/Infrastructure Projects with Budgets 

of $1,000,000 and Greater  
 

b. Project Status Report 
 

























































STATUS UPDATES 
JUNE 9, 2023 ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

FOR INFORMATION ONLY 
 

Time will be allotted for the following status updates: 
 

a. Current Status of New Construction/Renovation/Infrastructure Projects with Budgets of 
$1,000,000 and Greater 

 
b. Project Status Reports 

 

 

 

 

 

























Committee Chairperson:  Ms. Elizabeth Huntley 
  
Faculty Representative:  Dr. Mark Carpenter, Auburn University (ex-officio, non-voting) 
  
 Please Note: All trustees serve on all committees, with the exception of the Executive Committee. 
 

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE AGENDA 
JUNE 9, 2023 ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

1. Proposed Bachelor of Science in Parks and Recreation Management (Vini Nathan) 
 

2. Proposed Bachelor of Arts in Biology at AUM (Carl Stockton) 
 

 
 

 

 































Committee Chairperson:  Mr. Raymond Harbert 
  
Faculty Representatives:  Dr. Elizabeth Davis-Sramek, Auburn Univ. (ex-officio, non-voting) 
 
    Dr. Scott Lane, AUM (ex-officio, non-voting) 
  
 Please Note: All trustees serve on all committees, with the exception of the Executive Committee. 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE AGENDA 
JUNE 9, 2023 ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

1. Authority to Execute Bond/Tender Exchange Transactions (Kelli Shomaker) 
 

 

 

 

 



























Committee Chairperson:  Mr. Timothy Vines 
 
Please Note: All trustees serve on all committees, with the exception of the Executive Committee. 

AUDIT AND COMPLIANCE COMMITTEE AGENDA 
JUNE 9, 2023 ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

1. Approval of Independent Auditors for Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2023 
(Kelli Shomaker/Douglas Grant) 

 
2. Receipt of the 2022-2023 Code of Ethics Compliance Documents – For Information Only 

(Tim Vines) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 







RECEIPT OF THE 2022-2023 CODE OF ETHICS COMPLIANCE DOCUMENTS 
JUNE 9, 2023 ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

FOR INFORMATION ONLY 
 

Time will be allotted for discussion of the receipt of the 2022-2023 Code of Ethics Compliance 
documents.  
 

 



Committee Chairperson:  Mr. B.T. Roberts 
  
Faculty Representative:  Dr. Henry Schenck, Auburn University (ex-officio, non-voting) 
  
 Please Note: All trustees serve on all committees, with the exception of the Executive Committee. 

INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT COMMITTEE AGENDA 
JUNE 9, 2023 ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

1. Auburn University Endowment Portfolio Update (John Morris/Paul Jacobson/Greg DeSisto) 
 

 

 

 





Committee Chairperson:  Mr. Wayne Smith 
      
Committee Members:  Mr. Michael DeMaioribus 
 
    President Pro Tempore Robert Dumas 
 
    Mr. Raymond Harbert 
 
    Mr. James Rane 
 
    Vice President Pro Tempore Quentin Riggins  

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AGENDA 
JUNE 9, 2023 ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

1. Election of the President Pro Tempore for 2023-2024 (Wayne Smith) 
 

2. Presidential Assessment – For Information Only (Bob Dumas) 
 

3. Proposed Awards and Namings (Wayne Smith)  
 
 
 
 



ELECTION OF THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE FOR 2023-2024 
JUNE 9, 2023 ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

Time will be allotted for the election of the President Pro Tempore for 2023-2024. 
 

 

 

 

 



PRESIDENTIAL ASSESSMENT 
JUNE 9, 2023 ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

FOR INFORMATION ONLY 
 

Time will be allotted for a discussion of the annual presidential assessment.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



PROPOSED AWARDS AND NAMINGS 
JUNE 9, 2023 ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

Time will be allotted for any discussion of a list of proposed awards and namings.  
 

 

 

 



RESOLUTION  
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 

WHEREAS, copies of the minutes of the April 14, 2023 meeting of the Board of Trustees 
have been distributed to all members of this Board for review; and  
 
WHEREAS, the members have reviewed the minutes and determined that they constitute a true 
and correct recitation of the business of the respective meeting.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of Auburn University  
that the minutes of the April 14, 2023 meeting of the Board of Trustees are hereby approved as 
distributed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION 
 
 AWARDING OF DEGREES 
 
 
WHEREAS, Auburn University confers appropriate degrees upon those individuals who have 
completed requirements previously approved by this Board of Trustees and stated in University 
Catalogs. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 
 

1. That all degrees to be awarded by the faculty of Auburn University and Auburn University 
at Montgomery at the end of the Summer 2023 semester, complying with the requirements 
heretofore established by the Board of Trustees, be and the same are hereby approved. 
 

2. That a list of the degrees awarded be filed and maintained in the records of the University 
and hereby made an official part of this resolution and of these minutes. 
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