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SCHEDULE AND AGENDA 

SEPTEMBER 6, 2024 BOARD MEETING 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 

I. Call to Order and Opening Remarks | 8:30 a.m. 

 

II. Committee Meetings | 8:35 a.m. 

 

A. Property and Facilities Committee | Chairperson DeMaioribus | 8:35 a.m. 

 

Project Approvals: 

 

1. Athletics Complex Renovation for Sports Medicine, Final Approval 

(Simon Yendle/John Cohen) 

 

2. Caroline Draughon Village Laundry Facility Renovation for Recreation and Wellness, 

Final Approval (Simon Yendle/Bobby Woodard) 

 

3. Village Residence Halls Renovation, Phase IV – Plainsman Hall, Authority to Execute 

(Simon Yendle/Bobby Woodard) 

 

4. Melton Student Center Patio Renovation, Architect Selection 

(Simon Yendle/Bobby Woodard) 

 

5. Brown-Kopel Engineering Student Achievement Center – Analytical, Innovation and 

Manufacturing Laboratory, Architect Selection (Simon Yendle/Mario Eden) 

 

6. Rural Studio Red Barn in Newbern, Alabama – Comprehensive Renovation, 

Architect Selection (Simon Yendle/Dawn Finley) 

 

7. Jordan-Hare Stadium North Endzone Multi-Use Addition, Project Initiation 

(Simon Yendle/Bobby Woodard/John Cohen) 

 

8. College of Human Sciences Academic and Research Facility, Project Initiation 

(Simon Yendle/Susan Hubbard) 

 

Real Estate Approvals: 

 

9. Auburn Research Park Approvals for New Research Facility (Simon Yendle/Steve Taylor)  

 

Informational Reports: 

 

10. Status Updates – For Information Only (Simon Yendle) 

 

a. Current Status of New Construction/Renovation/Infrastructure Projects with Budgets 

of $1,000,000 and Greater 
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b. Quarterly Report for Projects Costing More than $500,000 but Less than $1,000,000 

– 3rd Quarter, Fiscal Year 2024 

 

c. Project Status Report 

 

B. Academic Affairs Committee | Chairperson Huntley | 9:05 a.m. 

 

1. Proposed Doctor of Philosophy in Statistics and Data Science (Vini Nathan) 

 

C. Finance Committee | Chairperson W. Smith | 9:10 a.m. 

 

1. Approval of FY 2025 Auburn University Budget (Kelli Shomaker) 

 

2. Tuition and Fees Discussion for Fall 2025 for Auburn University and Auburn University 

at Montgomery (Kelli Shomaker) 

 

3. Housing Rates Discussion for Fall 2025 (Kelli Shomaker) 

 

4. Dining Rates Discussion for Fall 2025 (Kelli Shomaker) 

 

D. Audit and Compliance Committee | Chairperson Ainsworth | 9:30 a.m. 

 

1. PWC’s Audit Plan – For Information Only (Kelli Shomaker) 

 

2. Adoption of Employee Code of Conduct & Ethics (Kevin Robinson) 

 

E. Executive Committee | Chairperson Dumas | 9:45 a.m. 

 

1. SACSCOC Item – Strategic Plan (Chris Roberts) 

 

2. Proposed Awards and Namings (Bob Dumas) 

 

3. Appointment of Trustees to the Lifetime Achievement Award Selection Committee – 

For Information Only (Bob Dumas) 

 

F. Trustee Reports | 9:50 a.m. 

 

III. Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees | 9:55 a.m. 

 

IV. Proposed Executive Session | 10:00 a.m. 

 

V. Reconvened Meeting of the Board of Trustees | 11:00 a.m. 

 

1. Approval of the Minutes of the June 7, 2024 Board Meeting 

 

2. AUM Chancellor’s Report 

 



3  

3. President’s Report 

 

4. Action Items and Committee Meeting Reports 

 

A. Property and Facilities Committee 

 

1. Athletics Complex Renovation for Sports Medicine, Final Approval 

 

2. Caroline Draughon Village Laundry Facility Renovation for Recreation and 

Wellness, Final Approval 

 

3. Village Residence Halls Renovation, Phase IV – Plainsman Hall, 

Authority to Execute 

 

4. Melton Student Center Patio Renovation, Architect Selection 

 

5. Brown-Kopel Engineering Student Achievement Center – Analytical, Innovation 

and Manufacturing Laboratory, Architect Selection 

 

6. Rural Studio Red Barn in Newbern, Alabama – Comprehensive Renovation, 

Architect Selection 

 

7. Jordan-Hare Stadium North Endzone Multi-Use Addition, Project Initiation 

 

8. College of Human Sciences Academic and Research Facility, Project Initiation 

 

9. Auburn Research Park Approvals for New Research Facility 

 

B. Academic Affairs Committee 

 

1. Proposed Doctor of Philosophy in Statistics and Data Science 

 

C. Finance Committee 

 

1. Approval of FY 2025 Auburn University Budget 

 

2. Tuition and Fees Discussion for Fall 2025 for Auburn University and 

Auburn University at Montgomery 

 

3. Housing Rates Discussion for Fall 2025 

 

4. Dining Rates Discussion for Fall 2025 

 

D. Audit and Compliance Committee 

 

1. Adoption of Employee Code of Conduct & Ethics 
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E. Executive Committee 

 

1. SACSCOC Item – Strategic Plan 

 

2. Proposed Awards and Namings 

 

VI. Recess Meeting | 11:15 a.m. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

SEPTEMBER 6, 2024 BOARD MEETING 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 

A. Property and Facilities Committee 

 

Project Approvals: 

 

1. Athletics Complex Renovation for Sports Medicine, Final Approval 

 

Project Summary: The Athletics Department has proposed the renovation of space previously 

occupied by the football program within the main Athletics Complex building to relocate the 

sports medicine and athletic training services from the Plainsman Park Strength and 

Rehabilitation Center and Beard Eaves Memorial Coliseum. The renovation will enable the 

Athletics Department to co-locate, expand, and improve centralized sports medicine and 

training services to its student athletes. Additionally, the Athletics Department has identified 

additional work that will provide team spaces for the volleyball program including a new 

locker room, team spaces, nutrition and offices that are currently housed in Neville Arena. 

The new volleyball support space will be proximate to the practice courts within Watson 

Fieldhouse. By combining this work with original space in the main building, the university 

will create efficiencies through the project planning and implementation. 

 

The estimated total project cost of the Athletics Complex Renovation for Sports Medicine 

project is $9.0 million. The project will be financed by the Athletics Department funds 

 

Requested Action: It is requested that the Board of Trustees adopt a resolution providing final 

approval of the Athletics Complex Renovation for Sports Medicine project. 

 

Previous Approvals: At its meeting on April 14, 2023, the Board of Trustees adopted a 

resolution that approved the initiation of the Renovation of Space in the Athletics Complex 

for Sports Medicine project and authorized the commencement of the architect selection 

process. At its meeting on June 9, 2023, the Board of Trustees adopted a resolution that 

approved the selection of the project architect. 

 

2. Caroline Draughon Village Laundry Facility Renovation for Recreation and 

Wellness, Final Approval 

 

Project Summary: Student Affairs has proposed the renovation of the existing Caroline 

Draughon Village (CDV) Laundry facility to become a new Recreation and Wellness 

fieldhouse. The CDV Laundry facility was constructed in 1959 and served CDV occupants 

until the residences were demolished in 2007. Since that time, the building has been utilized 

as a storage and service facility and is currently unoccupied. This proposed project would 

renovate the facility to serve the nearby intramural tennis and pickle ball courts. 
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The estimated total project cost of the Caroline Draughon Village Laundry Facility 

Renovation for Recreation and Wellness project is $1.7 million. The project will be financed 

by Campus Recreation and Wellness funds. 

 

Requested Action: It is requested that the Board of Trustees adopt a resolution providing final 

approval of the Caroline Draughon Village Laundry Facility Renovation for Recreation and 

Wellness project. 

 

Previous Approvals: At its meeting on November 17, 2023, the Board of Trustees adopted a 

resolution that approved the initiation of the Caroline Draughon Village Laundry Facility 

Renovation for Recreation and Wellness project and approved the recommendation of Seay, 

Seay, and Litchfield, of Auburn, Alabama, as the architect for the project. 

 

3. Village Residence Halls Renovation, Phase IV – Plainsman Hall, Authority to 

Execute 

 

Project Summary: Student Affairs proposes to continue the repair and refurbishment of the 

Village Residence Halls complex by addressing Plainsman Residence Hall with Phase IV of 

this project. The work to be performed includes replacing flooring, millwork, countertops, 

mechanical units, and furnishings. The proposed schedule to refurbish Plainsman Residence 

Hall is to start and complete the work in the summer of 2025. 

 

Phase IV of the overall project is estimated to cost $4.7 million to be financed by University 

Housing. 

 

Requested Action: It is requested that the Board of Trustees adopt a resolution authorizing the 

execution of the Village Residence Halls Repair and Refurbishment: Phase IV Plainsman 

Residence Hall Project. 

 

Previous Approvals: At its meeting of November 22, 2019, the Board of Trustees approved 

the Village Residence Halls Repair and Renovation project, and at its previous meeting of 

November 12, 2021, the Board of Trustees approved the Village Residence Halls Repair and 

Refurbishment: Phase I Matthews and Aubie Halls project. At its meeting on September 16, 

2022, the Board of Trustees approved Village Residence Halls Repair and Refurbishment: 

Phase II Holloway Residence Hall. Subsequently, at its meeting on August 23, 2023, Phase 

III Talon Residence Hall was approved for execution. 

 

4. Melton Student Center Patio Renovation, Architect Selection 

 

Project Summary: Student Affairs endorses the Student Government Association's plan to 

remodel the Melton Student Center patio to improve student life and involvement at Auburn 

University. The project intends to optimize the use of outdoor areas next to busy student 

zones by transforming them into flexible spaces for student events, outdoor study areas, and 

gatherings. The project will create a medium-sized outdoor space with audiovisual facilities, 

perfect for holding various events. Based on student feedback, the renovation will add over 

75 outdoor study seats with power outlets for electronic devices. To enhance the game day 
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experience, the project will expand outdoor seating capacity and install a video screen for 

showing games and events. This improvement will create a more energetic and interactive 

atmosphere on home football game days near the campus green. 

 

Requested Action: It is requested that the Board of Trustees adopt a resolution to approve the 

selection of Williams Blackstock Architects of Birmingham, Alabama, as project architect for 

the Melton Student Center Patio Renovation project. 

 

Previous Approvals: None. 

 

5. Brown-Kopel Engineering Student Achievement Center – Analytical, Innovation, 

and Manufacturing Laboratory, Architect Selection 

 

Project Summary: The Samuel Ginn College of Engineering has proposed the renovation of 

the remaining 16,000 square feet of unfinished area within the Brown-Kopel Engineering 

Student Achievement Center to create a cutting-edge facility that will foster interdisciplinary 

collaboration, creativity, and industry-relevant innovation, particularly focused on advanced 

manufacturing. The project will include laboratories concentrated on manufacturing and the 

analysis and testing of materials. Additionally, this project will provide collaboration and 

innovation spaces designed to facilitate idea generation and project development, fostering a 

vibrant ecosystem of entrepreneurship and technological advancement. 

 

Requested Action: It is requested that the Board of Trustees adopt a resolution to approve the 

selection of Caldwell Architects of Tuscaloosa, Alabama, as project architect for the Brown-

Kopel Engineering Student Achievement Center – Analytical, Innovation and Manufacturing 

Laboratory project. 

 

Previous Approvals: At its previous meeting on June 7, 2024, the Board of Trustees adopted a 

resolution that approved the initiation of the Brown-Kopel Engineering Student Achievement 

Center – Analytical, Innovation and Manufacturing Laboratory project and authorized the 

commencement of the project architect selection process. 

 

6. Rural Studio Red Barn in Newbern, Alabama – Comprehensive Renovation,  

Project Initiation 

 

Project Summary: The Rural Studio Red Barn located in Newbern, Alabama, is set to 

undergo a comprehensive renovation proposed by the College of Architecture, Design, and 

Construction. The renovation will encompass structural repairs, enhancements to life-safety 

systems and accessibility, and alterations to the space to accommodate the current 

requirements of the program. The objective of this project is to bring the facility up to current 

building codes and standards, as well as to provide adequate studio and lecture space for 

architecture students enrolled in the Rural Studio program. 

 

Requested Action: It is requested that the Board of Trustees adopt a resolution to approve the 

selection of ArchitectureWorks of Birmingham, Alabama, as project architect for the Rural 

Studio Red Barn Comprehensive Renovation project. 
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Previous Approvals: At its previous meeting on June 7, 2024, the Board of Trustees adopted a 

resolution that approved the initiation of the Rural Studio Red Barn Renovation and Repairs 

project and authorized the commencement of the project architect selection process. 

 

7. Jordan-Hare Stadium North Endzone Multi-Use Addition, Project Initiation 

 

Project Summary: The Athletics Department and University Administration have proposed 

the construction of the Jordan-Hare Stadium North Endzone Multi-Use Facility. This 

transformative project aims to enhance the overall Auburn fan experience by providing 

modernized amenities. The addition will combine premium seating, concessions, stadium 

support facilities, along with versatile conference event spaces, retail venues, student activity 

spaces, meeting rooms, as well as future shell space. 

 

Requested Action: It is requested that the Board of Trustees adopt a resolution to approve the 

initiation of the Jordan-Hare Stadium North Endzone Multi-Use Facility project and to 

authorize the commencement of the architect selection process. 

 

Previous Approvals: None. 

 

8. College of Human Sciences Academic and Research Facility, Project Initiation 

 

Project Summary: The College of Human Sciences has proposed the initiation of the College 

of Human Sciences Academic and Research Facility to provide facilities for their teaching 

and faculty research components. This project will enable the College of Human Sciences to 

co-locate their related disciplines from their current buildings on campus and provide a 

newly constructed home for their operations. 

 

It is anticipated that this facility would be financed by a combination of bond funds, gift 

funds, state funds and General Reserves funds. 

 

Requested Action: The College of Human Sciences has proposed the initiation of the College 

of Human Sciences Academic and Research Facility to provide facilities for their teaching 

and faculty research components. This project will enable the College of Human Sciences to 

co-locate their related disciplines from their current buildings on campus and provide a 

newly constructed home for their operations. 

It is anticipated that this facility would be financed by a combination of bond funds, gift 

funds, state funds and General Reserves funds. 

 

Previous Approvals: At its previous meeting on November 17, 2023, the Board of Trustees 

adopted a resolution authorizing fundraising and capital project planning in support of a 

project(s) to improve the College of Human Sciences facilities. 

  

Real Estate Approvals: 

 

9. Auburn Research Park Approvals for New Research Facility 
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Project Summary: The Auburn Research and Technology Foundation (ARTF) and Auburn 

University continue to collaborate on development of the Auburn Research Park (the 

“Park”), by attracting both private sector companies and university-related users. ARTF 

proposes to build and operate a research facility within the Park to accommodate Auburn 

University’s research growth. There is a need for additional research labs for Auburn 

University projects. ARTF will work with the Auburn Industrial Development Board to 

finance and build a new facility. 

 

The Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) Lab at Auburn University is a research 

facility unit focusing on the business case and technical implementation of RFID and 

other emerging technologies in retail, aviation, defense, supply chain, and manufacturing. 

The RFID Lab, which has outgrown its existing space in the old Bruno’s building on East 

Glenn Avenue, collaborates extensively with many private and public sectors partners. 

Creating a facility to move the RFID Lab to the Park will bring a highly productive and 

highly visible university research program to the Park, and it has excellent potential to 

attract other private and public sector research collaborators to locate in the Park, thereby 

furthering the development goals of the Park. Auburn University will be a tenant in the 

new facility and the research projects located in the building will pay rent under a lease 

for the space they occupy. 

 

Requested Action: It is requested the Board of Trustees hereby approves ARTF or its 

affiliate to be a ground lessee within the Park, with its precise location within the Park to 

be determined by the President after a forthcoming architectural design review. It is also 

requested that the Board of Trustees authorize President Roberts to negotiate and execute 

a land lease with ARTF, as well as other required documents necessary to effectuate this 

transaction, with such documents reviewed as to form by the General Counsel and Senior 

Vice President for Legal Affairs for Auburn University. 

 

Previous Approvals: At its meeting on October 7, 2004, the Auburn University Board of 

Trustees approved the establishment of a research park to support and advance the 

research mission of the University to be located on an area of campus of up to 156 acres. 

 

Informational Reports: 

 

10. Status Updates – For Information Only 

 

a. Current Status of New Construction/Renovation/Infrastructure Projects with 

Budgets of $1,000,000 and Greater 

 

b. Quarterly Report for Projects Costing More than $500,000 but Less than $1,000,000 

– 3rd Quarter, Fiscal Year 2024 

 

c. Project Status Report 

 

This item is provided for information only and does not require a vote. 
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B. Academic Affairs Committee 

 

1. Proposed Doctor of Philosophy in Statistics and Data Science 

 

The faculty of the Department of Mathematics and Sciences are proposing a new doctoral 

degree program designed to offer students an in-depth understanding of both theoretical and 

practical aspects of statistics and data science, preparing them for careers in research, 

academia, and equivalent roles in industry or government. 

 

C. Finance Committee 

 

1. Approval of FY 2025 Auburn University Budget 

 

Time will be allotted for discussion of the Approval of FY 25 Auburn University Budget. 

 

2. Tuition and Fees for Fall 2025 for Auburn University and AUM 

 

Time will be allotted for the discussion and approval of tuition and fees for Fall 2025 for both 

campuses. 

 

3. Housing Rates Discussion for Fall 2025 

 

Time will be allotted for the discussion of housing rates for Fall 2025. 

 

4. Dining Rates Discussion for Fall 2025 

 

Time will be allotted for the discussion of dining rates for Fall 2025. 

 

D. Audit and Compliance Committee 

 

1. PWC’s Audit Plan – For Information Only 

 

Time will be allotted for the review of PWC’s Audit Plan for the FY 2024 audit of Auburn 

University. 

 

This item is provided for information only and does not require a vote. 

 

2. Adoption of Employee Code of Conduct & Ethics 

 

Time will be allotted for discussion of the Employee Code of Conduct and Ethics. 

 

E. Executive Committee 

 

1. SACSCOC Item – Strategic Plan 

 

Time will be allotted for discussion regarding the Strategic Plan for 2024-2035. 
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2. Proposed Awards and Namings 

 

Time will be allotted for discussion of a list of proposed awards and namings. 

 

3. Appointment of Trustees to the Lifetime Achievement Award Selection Committee – 

For Information Only 

 

Time will be allotted to appoint trustees to serve on the Lifetime Achievement Award 

Selection Committee. 

 

This item is provided for information only and does not require a vote.  

 



Committee Chairperson: Mr. Michael DeMaioribus 

PROPERTY AND FACILITIES COMMITTEE AGENDA 

SEPTEMBER 6, 2024 BOARD MEETING 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Project Approvals: 

1. Athletics Complex Renovation for Sports Medicine, Final Approval 

(Simon Yendle/John Cohen) 

2. Caroline Draughon Village Laundry Facility Renovation for Recreation and Wellness, 

Final Approval (Simon Yendle/Bobby Woodard) 

3. Village Residence Halls Renovation, Phase IV – Plainsman Hall, Authority to Execute 

(Simon Yendle/Bobby Woodard) 

4. Melton Student Center Patio Renovation, Architect Selection 

(Simon Yendle/Bobby Woodard) 

5. Brown-Kopel Engineering Student Achievement Center – Analytical, Innovation and 

Manufacturing Laboratory, Architect Selection (Simon Yendle/Mario Eden) 

6. Rural Studio Red Barn in Newbern, Alabama – Comprehensive Renovation, 

Architect Selection (Simon Yendle/Dawn Finley) 

7. Jordan-Hare Stadium North Endzone Multi-Use Addition, Project Initiation 

(Simon Yendle/Bobby Woodard/John Cohen) 

8. College of Human Sciences Academic and Research Facility, Project Initiation 

(Simon Yendle/Susan Hubbard) 

Real Estate Approvals: 

9. Auburn Research Park Approvals for New Research Facility (Simon Yendle/Steve Taylor) 

Informational Reports: 

10. Status Updates – For Information Only (Simon Yendle) 

a. Current Status of New Construction/Renovation/Infrastructure Projects with 

Budgets of $1,000,000 and Greater 

b. Quarterly Report for Projects Costing More than $500,000 but Less than 

$1,000,000 – 3rd Quarter, Fiscal Year 2024 

c. Project Status Report 
 

 

Faculty Representative: Dr. Darren Olson, Auburn University (ex-officio, non-voting) 

 

Please Note: All trustees serve on all committees, with the exception of the Executive Committee. 

































































STATUS UPDATES 
SEPTEMBER 6, 2024 BOARD MEETING 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

FOR INFORMATION ONLY 
 

Time will be allotted for the following status updates: 
 

a. Current Status of New Construction/Renovation/Infrastructure Projects with Budgets of 
$1,000,000 and Greater 
 

b. Quarterly Report for Projects Costing More than $500,000 but Less than $1,000,000 –  
3rd Quarter, Fiscal Year 2024 

 
c. Project Status Reports 

 

 

 

 

 

 





























Committee Chairperson:  Ms. Elizabeth Huntley 
  
Faculty Representative:  Dr. Lori Eckhardt, Auburn University (ex-officio, non-voting) 
  
 Please Note: All trustees serve on all committees, with the exception of the Executive Committee. 
 

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE AGENDA 
SEPTEMBER 6, 2024 BOARD MEETING 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

1. Proposed Doctor of Philosophy in Statistics and Data Science (Vini Nathan) 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 















Committee Chairperson:  Mr. Wayne Smith 
  
Faculty Representatives:  Dr. Elizabeth Davis-Sramek, Auburn Univ. (ex-officio, non-voting) 
 
    Dr. Tewhan Hahn, AUM (ex-officio, non-voting) 
  
 Please Note: All trustees serve on all committees, with the exception of the Executive Committee. 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE AGENDA 
SEPTEMBER 6, 2024 BOARD MEETING 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

1. Approval of FY 2025 Auburn University Budget (Kelli Shomaker) 
 

2. Tuition and Fees Discussion for Fall 2025 for Auburn University and Auburn University  
at Montgomery (Kelli Shomaker) 
 

3. Housing Rates Discussion for Fall 2025 (Kelli Shomaker) 
 

4. Dining Rates Discussion for Fall 2025 (Kelli Shomaker) 
 

 
 
 

 

 



FINANCE COMMITTEE 

RESOLUTION 

APPROVAL OF THE FY 2025 BUDGET 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of Auburn University as follows: 

Section 1. The operating budget for Auburn University covering current operating funds and 
auxiliary funds for the fiscal year beginning October 1, 2024, and ending September 30, 2025, as 
presented by the President, and approved by the Finance Committee of the Board of Trustees, be, 
and the same is hereby approved. 

Section 2. Nothing in said budget shall be accepted or construed to be legal obligations or 
liabilities against Auburn University. The amounts fixed in the components of the budget for the 
FY 2025 shall be understood to be the relative amounts to be paid or expended for those 
components in relationship to the funds and/or income of the University available for the support 
and maintenance of the University. 

Section 3. The proposed expenditure amounts as set out in the budget are hereby approved and 
adopted and the President is authorized and empowered to enact such budget on October 1, 2024. 
The President is further authorized and empowered to effect routine adjustments to this budget as 
deemed necessary and appropriate. 

Section 4. The Finance Committee of the Board of Trustees is requested and authorized to 
approve material adjustments in this budget as may be determined necessary and presented by 
the President. 

Section 5. In order to manage the University's opportunities to refinance its outstanding General 
Fee Revenue Bonds and thereby reduce the University's overall debt service obligations as and 
when possible, the Authorization attached as Exhibit A is hereby approved and adopted as if set 
forth in full in this resolution. 



FY 2025 BUDGET 

FOR AUBURN UNIVERSITY 

[The budget will be provided prior to the board meeting] 



















Section 15. Designation of Professionals. The retention of PFM Financial Advisors 
LLC as financial advisor to the University, and the law firm of Balch & Bingham LLP as bond 
counsel to the University for the issuance of the Bonds or other professionals for their expertise 
as determined by the President and Senior Vice President for Business and Administration and 
CFO are hereby authorized. 

Section 16. General Authorization. The President of the University, Senior Vice 
President for Business & Administration and CFO of the University and the Secretary of the 
Board are hereby authorized to execute such further certifications or other documents and to take 
such other action as any of them may deem appropriate or necessary for the consummation of the 
matters covered by this authorization, to the end that the Bonds may be executed and delivered at 
the times and on the terms most advantageous to the University. 
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Committee Chairperson: Mr. Billy Ainsworth 

AUDIT AND COMPLIANCE COMMITTEE AGENDA 

SEPTEMBER 6, 2024 BOARD MEETING 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 

1. PWC’s Audit Plan (Kelli Shomaker) 

 

2. Adoption of Employee Code of Conduct & Ethics (Kevin Robinson) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Note: All trustees serve on all committees, with the exception of the Executive Committee. 































Committee Chairperson: Mr. Bob Dumas 

Committee Members: Mr. Michael DeMaioribus 

Mr. Jimmy Rane 

President Pro Tempore Quentin Riggins 

Vice President Pro Tempore Jimmy Sanford 

Mr. Wayne Smith 

Mr. Tim Vines 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AGENDA 
SEPTEMBER 6, 2024 BOARD MEETING 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

1. SACSCOC Item – Strategic Plan (Chris Roberts)

2. Proposed Awards and Namings (Bob Dumas)

3. Appointment of Trustees to the Lifetime Achievement Award Selection Committee 
–For Information Only (Quentin Riggins)



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 

 

RESOLUTION 

 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY STRATEGIC PLAN, 2024-2035 

 

WHEREAS, the Auburn University Board of Trustees supports an ongoing, comprehensive, and 

integrated research-based strategic planning and evaluation process as a sound management practice in 

guiding the institution toward achieving its mission; and  

 

WHEREAS, the administration has engaged in an extensive strategic planning process that has involved 

appropriate internal and external constituents and stakeholders; and 

 

WHEREAS, the process has been guided by Auburn’s faculty, staff, and students who have all provided 

important ideas for the development of strategic directions for the institution; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Strategic Plan for Auburn University, 2024-2035, identifies strategic opportunities to 

enhance the institution’s mission over the next ten years, resulting in continuing improvements in 

institutional quality through systematic evaluation processes; and 

 

WHEREAS, the President has approved the draft plan, who recommends that the Board approve the key 

strategic elements as a final draft as shown in Exhibit A, recognizing that the plan is a living document 

that will be reviewed annually. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the draft of key elements in the Strategic Plan, as shown 

on Exhibit A, is approved and that Christopher Roberts, President, or such other person as may be acting 

as President, is hereby authorized to do those things necessary and appropriate to implement said Plan, 

monitor progress towards its achievement and annually report to the Board concerning progress as well as 

recommending any changes that are appropriate given changing circumstances.  

 

 



PROPOSED AWARDS AND NAMINGS 
SEPTEMBER 6, 2024 BOARD MEETING 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

Time will be allotted for any discussion of a list of proposed awards and namings.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



APPOINTMENT OF TRUSTEES TO THE  
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD SELECTION COMMITTEE 

 
FOR INFORMATION ONLY 

 
Time will be allotted for the appointment of trustees to serve on the Lifetime Achievement Award 
Selection Committee. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



RESOLUTION  
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 

WHEREAS, copies of the minutes of the June 7, 2024 annual meeting of the Board of Trustees 
have been distributed to all members of this Board for review; and  
 
WHEREAS, the members have reviewed the minutes and determined that they constitute a true 
and correct recitation of the business of the respective meeting.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of Auburn University  
that the minutes of the June 7, 2024 annual meeting of the Board of Trustees are hereby approved 
as distributed. 



MINUTES OF AN ANNUAL MEETING OF THE  
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

OF  
 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
JUNE 7, 2024 

MINUTES NOT YET APPROVED

-1-



SCHEDULE AND AGENDA 
JUNE 7, 2024 ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

I. Call to Order and Opening Remarks 
 

II. Committee Meetings  
 

A. Property and Facilities Committee | Chairperson DeMaioribus  
 

Project Approvals: 
 

1. Gogue Performing Arts Center – Studio Theatre and Amphitheatre Build-Out, 
Final Approval (Simon Yendle/Emmett Winn) 
 

2. University Events Center Addition, Final Approval (Simon Yendle/Jon Thompson) 
 

3. Jordan-Hare Stadium North Endzone Videoboard, Final Approval  
(Simon Yendle/John Cohen) 

 
4. Brown-Kopel Engineering Student Achievement Center – Analytical, Innovation, and 

Manufacturing Laboratory, Project Initiation (Simon Yendle/Mario Eden) 
 

5. Melton Student Center Patio Renovation, Project Initiation  
(Simon Yendle/Bobby Woodard) 

 
6. Rural Studio Red Barn in Newbern, Alabama – Renovation and Repairs,  

Project Initiation (Simon Yendle/Karen Rogers) 
 

Real Estate Approvals: 
 

7. Authority to Sell Auburn University Land in Talbot County, Georgia 
(Simon Yendle/Mark Stirling) 
 

8. Authority to Purchase Land in Auburn, Alabama (Simon Yendle/Mark Stirling) 
 

Informational Reports: 
 

9. Annual Report of Real Estate Holdings – For Information Only (Mark Stirling) 
 

10. Annual Report of Timber Harvest Revenue – For Information Only (Mark Stirling) 
 

11. Status Updates – For Information Only (Simon Yendle) 
 

a. Current Status of New Construction/Renovation/Infrastructure Projects with  
Budgets of $1,000,000 and Greater  
 

b. Project Status Report 

MINUTES NOT YET APPROVED
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B. Academic Affairs Committee | Chairperson Huntley 
 
1. Proposed Closure of the Bachelor of Science in Industrial Design Studies (Vini Nathan) 

 
2. Proposed Changes to Faculty Personnel Policies (Vini Nathan) 

 
C. Finance Committee | Chairperson W. Smith 

 
1. Fiscal Year 2025 Budget and Salary Guidelines – For Information Only (Kelli Shomaker) 

 
D. Audit and Compliance Committee | Chairperson Ainsworth  

 
1. Approval of Independent Auditors for Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2024 

(Kelli Shomaker) 
 

2. Receipt of the 2023-2024 Code of Ethics Compliance Documents – For Information Only 
(Billy Ainsworth) 

 
3. Receipt of the 2024 Board Self-Evaluation Survey – For Information Only 

(Billy Ainsworth) 
 

E. Institutional Advancement Committee | Chairperson Sahlie 
 
1. Auburn University Endowment Portfolio Update – For Information Only  

(Paul Jacobson/Brian Pimentel) 
 

F. Executive Committee | Chairperson Dumas 
 

1. Election of the Vice President Pro Tempore (Bob Dumas) 
 

2. Election of the President Pro Tempore (Bob Dumas) 
 

3. Proposed Awards and Namings (Bob Dumas) 
 

4. Presidential Assessment – For Information Only (Quentin Riggins) 
 

G. Trustee Reports 
 

III. Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees  
 

IV. Proposed Executive Session 
 

V. Reconvened Meeting of the Board of Trustees 
 

1. Approval of the Minutes of the April 12, 2024 Board Meeting 
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2. Awarding of Degrees for Summer 2024 
 

3. AUM Chancellor’s Report 
 
4. President’s Report 

 
5. Action Items and Committee Meeting Reports 

 
A. Property and Facilities Committee 

 
1. Gogue Performing Arts Center – Studio Theatre and Amphitheatre Build-Out, 

Final Approval 
 

2. University Events Center Addition, Final Approval 
 

3. Jordan-Hare Stadium North Endzone Videoboard, Final Approval 
 

4. Brown-Kopel Engineering Student Achievement Center – Analytical, Innovation, 
and Manufacturing Laboratory, Project Initiation 

 
5. Melton Student Center Patio Renovation, Project Initiation  

 
6. Rural Studio Red Barn in Newbern, Alabama – Renovation and Repairs,  

Project Initiation  
 

7. Authority to Sell Auburn University Land in Talbot County, Georgia 
 

8. Authority to Purchase Land in Auburn, Alabama 
 

B. Academic Affairs Committee 
 
1. Proposed Closure of the Bachelor of Science in Industrial Design Studies 

 
2. Proposed Changes to Faculty Personnel Policies 

 
C. Audit and Compliance Committee 

 
1. Approval of Independent Auditors for Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2024 

 
D. Executive Committee 

 
1. Election of the Vice President Pro Tempore 

 
2. Election of the President Pro Tempore 

 
3. Proposed Awards and Namings 

 
VI. Recess Meeting  
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 President Pro Tempore Riggins convened a meeting of the Board of Trustees of  
Auburn University on Friday, June 7, 2024 at 8:30 a.m. in the Legacy Ballroom of  
The Hotel at Auburn University and Dixon Conference Center.  
 
 President Pro Tempore Riggins then called upon Board Secretary Jon Waggoner to call the 
roll. The following voting board members were deemed to be in attendance: 
 
 Ms. Caroline M. Aderholt; Mr. William P. Ainsworth; Mr. Michael A. DeMaioribus;  
Mr. Robert W. Dumas; Mr. James R. Pratt, III; Mr. James W. Rane; Mr. Quentin P. Riggins;  
Mr. B.T. Roberts; Mr. M. Clark Sahlie; Mr. James H. Sanford; Mr. Wayne T. Smith;  
Mr. Zeke W. Smith; and Mr. Timothy Vines. 
 
 Governor Kay Ivey, President of the Board; and Mr. Walter S. Woltosz were absent from 
the meeting.  
 
 The individuals listed above represent all persons recognized as voting board members at 
the time of the meeting.  
 
 President Pro Tempore Riggins welcomed those serving on the Board ex officio as follows: 
Dr. Lisa Kensler, Faculty Advisor to the Board of Trustees from the Auburn University campus; 
Dr. Tim Kroft, Faculty Advisor to the Board of Trustees from the Auburn University at 
Montgomery campus; Mr. Jack Hilton, President of the Auburn University Student Government 
Association; and Ms. Emma Jankowski, the President of the Auburn University at Montgomery 
Student Government Association.  
 
 Also sitting with the Board were the following persons: Dr. Christopher B. Roberts, 
Auburn University President; and Mr. Jon G. Waggoner, Secretary to the Board of Trustees. 
   
 The following persons were also in attendance at the meeting: Dr. Vini Nathan, Provost 
and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs; Ms. Kelli Shomaker, Senior Vice President for 
Business & Administration and Chief Financial Officer; Dr. Bobby Woodard, Senior Vice 
President for Student Affairs; Ms. Jaime Hammer, General Counsel; Mr. Daniel King, Associate 
Vice President for Facilities; Dr. Carl Stockton, Chancellor of AUM; Mr. Mark Stirling; Director 
of Auburn University Real Estate; Dr. Joffrey Gaymon, Vice President for Enrollment; Dr. Jared 
White, Vice President for Governmental Affairs; Mr. Jim O’Connor, Vice President for 
Information Technology and Chief Information Officer; and Dr. Jennifer Adams, Executive 
Director of Public Relations.  
 
  President Pro Tempore Riggins welcomed the following persons that serve  
Auburn University and AUM in various capacities: Dr. Lori Eckhardt, Academic Affairs 
Committee Faculty Representative; Dr. Michelle Worosz, Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Committee Faculty Representative; Dr. Rolando Carol, AUM Faculty Senate President;  
Dr. Elizabeth Davis-Sramek, Finance Committee Faculty Representative; Dr. Tewhan Hahn,  
Finance Committee Faculty Representative; Dr. Jason Bryant, Institutional Advancement 
Committee Faculty Representative; Dr. Darren Olson, Property and Facilities Committee Faculty 
Representative; Dr. Reginald Blockett, Student Affairs Faculty Representative; Dr. Paul Fox, 
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Student Affairs Faculty Representative; Mr. Josh Henderson, Chair of the Auburn University 
Administrative & Professional Assembly; Ms. Kimberly McCadden, Chair of the Auburn 
University Staff Council; Dr. Gilbert Duenas, President of the AUM Faculty Senate;  
Mr. Stephen Bray, President of the AUM Staff Council; Mr. Paul Jacobson, Chair of the Auburn 
University Foundation Board of Directors; Ms. LuAnne Hart, President of the Auburn Alumni 
Association; and Ms. Ester Akinrinde, President of the Graduate Student Council.   

 
The Board then met in various committees, each discussing the items which would later 

appear on the Reconvened Board Meeting Agenda, as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES NOT YET APPROVED

-6-



MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE  
PROPERTY AND FACILITIES COMMITTEE OF THE  

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
FRIDAY, JUNE 7, 2024 AT 8:35 A.M. 

 
Chairperson DeMaioribus convened a meeting of the Property and Facilities Committee  

of the Auburn University Board of Trustees on Friday, June 7, 2024 at 8:35 a.m. in the  
Legacy Ballroom of The Hotel at Auburn University and Dixon Conference Center.  
 

After calling the committee meeting to order, Chairperson DeMaioribus called upon  
Mr. Yendle for discussion of the following Property and Facilities Committee agenda items: 

 
1. Gogue Performing Arts Center – Studio Theatre and Amphitheatre Build-Out,  

Final Approval 
 
Mr. Yendle reported that the Gogue Performing Arts Center has proposed the build-out of 
the Studio Theatre and Amphitheatre to realize the full vision of the size-diverse, multi-
venue performing arts center at Auburn University. He explained that the project consists 
of extending and enclosing a section of the existing outdoor stage to create the Studio 
Theatre and constructing a new exterior stage and enhancing the existing Amphitheatre. 
He noted that the project includes provisions for additional food service connections and 
ticketing support.  
 
Mr. Yendle indicated that the estimated total project cost is $15.0 million, to be financed 
by Gift funds.  

 
Mr. Yendle stated that the request before the Board of Trustees is to adopt a resolution 
providing final approval of the project.  
 
A motion to report the item favorably to the full Board during the reconvened meeting was 
received from Mr. Roberts. The motion was seconded by Mr. Sahlie, and the committee 
approved the motion by a voice vote.  
 

2. University Events Center Addition, Final Approval 
 
Mr. Yendle reported that the university administration has proposed a project to make 
improvements to the University Events Center. He stated that the current Events Center 
consists of an indoor area and outdoor section that is often enclosed by a tent structure. 
He shared that the addition will construct a one-story building addition and provide 
renovations to the existing facility creating an expanded air-conditioned event space, 
material storage, and office spaces for the University Special Events staff who are currently 
located off site.  
 
Mr. Yendle indicated that the estimated total project cost is $14.0 million, to be financed 
by a combination of Gift and University General funds.  
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Mr. Yendle stated that the request before the Board of Trustees is to adopt a resolution 
providing final approval of the project.  
 
A motion to report the item favorably to the full Board during the reconvened meeting was 
received from President Pro Tempore Riggins. The motion was seconded by Mr. W. Smith, 
and the committee approved the motion by a voice vote. Mr. Rane abstained from the vote. 
 

3. Jordan-Hare Stadium North Endzone Videoboard, Final Approval 
 

Mr. Yendle reported that the Athletics Department has proposed the replacement of the 
existing north endzone scoreboard in Jordan-Hare Stadium. The new videoboard will 
provide improved gameday experience notably for south endzone patrons, including the 
student section, who will have a clear view of the new videoboard.  
 
Mr. Yendle indicated that the estimated total project cost is $25.7 million, to be financed 
by Gift funds. 

 
Mr. Yendle stated that the request before the Board of Trustees is to adopt a resolution 
providing final approval of the project.  
 
A motion to report the item favorably to the full Board during the reconvened meeting was 
received from Mr. Pratt. The motion was seconded by Mr. Sanford, and the committee 
approved the motion by a voice vote.  
 

4. Brown-Kopel Engineering Student Achievement Center – Analytical, Innovation, and 
Manufacturing Laboratory, Project Initiation 
 
Mr. Yendle reported that the Samuel Ginn College of Engineering has proposed the 
renovation of the 16,000 square feet of unfurnished areas within the Brown-Kopel 
Engineering Student Achievement Center to create a cutting-edge facility that will foster 
interdisciplinary collaboration, creativity, and industry-relevant innovation, particularly 
focused on advanced manufacturing. He added that the project will include laboratories, 
concentrated on manufacturing and the analysis and testing of materials. He noted that the 
project will provide collaboration and innovation spaces designed to facilitate idea 
generation and project development, fostering a vibrant ecosystem of entrepreneurship and 
technological advancement.  
 
Mr. Yendle indicated that it is anticipated that the project will be financed by the  
Samuel Ginn College of Engineering using funds appropriated from the State of Alabama 
FY23 Supplemental Budget. 
 
Mr. Yendle stated that the request before the Board of Trustees is to adopt a resolution 
approving the initiation of the project and authorizing the commencement of the architect 
selection process. 
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A motion to report the item favorably to the full Board during the reconvened meeting was 
received from Mr. Z. Smith. The motion was seconded by Mr. Ainsworth, and the 
committee approved the motion by a voice vote.  
 

5. Melton Student Center Patio Renovation, Project Initiation 
 
Mr. Yendle reported that Student Affairs endorses the Student Government Association’s 
plan to renovate the Melton Student Center Patio to improve student life and involvement 
at Auburn University. He stated that the project intends to optimize the use of outdoor areas 
next to busy student zones, create a medium-sized outdoor space with audiovisual facilities 
for holding various events, add outdoor study seats with power outlets, and enhance the 
game day experience by expanding outdoor seating capacity and installing a video screen 
for showing games and events, creating a more energetic and interactive atmosphere on 
home football game days near the campus green.  
 
Mr. Yendle indicated that it is anticipated that the project will be financed by Student 
Affairs. 
 
Mr. Yendle stated that the request before the Board of Trustees is to adopt a resolution 
approving the initiation of the project and authorizing the commencement of the architect 
selection process. 
 
A motion to report the item favorably to the full Board during the reconvened meeting was 
received from Mr. Vines. The motion was seconded by Mr. Dumas, and the committee 
approved the motion by a voice vote.  
 

6. Rural Studio Red Barn in Newbern, Alabama – Renovation & Repairs, Project Initiation 
 
Mr. Yendle reported that the College of Architecture, Design and Construction has 
proposed a comprehensive renovation of the Rural Studio Red Barn located in Newbern, 
Alabama. He explained that the renovation will encompass structural repairs, 
enhancements to life-safety systems and accessibility, and alterations to the space to 
accommodate the current requirements of the program. He noted that the objective of the 
project is to bring the facility up to current building codes and standards, as well as to 
provide adequate studio and lecture space for architecture students enrolled in the  
Rural Studio program.  
 
Mr. Yendle indicated that it is anticipated that the project will be financed by the  
College of Architecture, Design and Construction and the Provost’s Office. 
 
Mr. Yendle stated that the request before the Board of Trustees is to adopt a resolution 
approving the initiation of the project and authorizing the commencement of the architect 
selection process. 
 

MINUTES NOT YET APPROVED

-9-



A motion to report the item favorably to the full Board during the reconvened meeting was 
received from Mr. Sanford. The motion was seconded by President Pro Tempore Riggins, 
and the committee approved the motion by a voice vote.  
 

7. Authority to Sell Auburn University Land in Talbot County, Georgia 
 
Mr. Yendle reported that Auburn University is interested in acquiring a property in Auburn, 
Alabama for the benefit of the university. He stated that the property is located at 828 South 
College Street, at the Northwest intersection of Woodfield Drive and South College Street 
and consists of a residential structure of 0.83 acres. He indicated that the property is 
adjacent to the Mullins property purchased by Auburn University in 2021. He added that 
the acquisition will extend the university’s control of the Auburn University side of the 
intersection which will become an increasingly important entrance to campus, especially 
considering the completion of the Duncan Drive Extension project. He explained that the 
acquisition of the property would create a 5-acre plot for future development and improve 
aesthetics at a major entrance point to campus.  

 
Mr. Yendle stated that the request before the Board of Trustees is to adopt a resolution 
approving the purchase of property located at 828 South College Street, Auburn, Alabama 
consistent with Alabama law, provided that any proposed sale transactions must be 
reviewed and approved by the Office of General Counsel prior to the closing. 
 
Mr. Yendle added that any proposed sale transactions must be reviewed and approved by 
the Office of General Counsel prior to closing.  
 
A motion to report the item favorably to the full Board during the reconvened meeting was 
received from Mr. Sanford. The motion was seconded by Mr. Sahlie, and the committee 
approved the motion by a voice vote. Mr. Roberts abstained from the vote. 
 

8. Authority to Purchase Land in Auburn, Alabama 
 
Mr. Yendle reported that Auburn University is interested in acquiring a property in Auburn, 
Alabama for the benefit of the university. He stated that the property is located at 828 South 
College Street, at the Northwest intersection of Woodfield Drive and South College Street 
and consists of a residential structure of 0.83 acres. He indicated that the property is 
adjacent to the Mullins property purchased by Auburn University in 2021. He added that 
the acquisition will extend the university’s control of the Auburn University side of the 
intersection which will become an increasingly important entrance to campus, especially 
considering the completion of the Duncan Drive Extension project. He explained that the 
acquisition of the property would create a 5-acre plot for future development and improve 
aesthetics at a major entrance point to campus.  

 
Mr. Yendle stated that the request before the Board of Trustees is to adopt a resolution 
authorizing the President to sell the property in Talbot County, Georgia, consistent with 
standing law; and is empowered to negotiate and execute the deed and al legal documents 
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necessary to effectuate the transaction, provided that any sale transactions must be 
reviewed and approved by the Office of General Counsel prior to closing. 

 
A motion to report the item favorably to the full Board during the reconvened meeting was 
received from Mr. Sanford. The motion was seconded by Mr. Sahlie, and the committee 
approved the motion by a voice vote. Mr. Roberts abstained from the vote. 
 
A motion to report the item favorably to the full Board during the reconvened meeting was 
received from Mr. Roberts. The motion was seconded by Mr. Vines, and the committee 
approved the motion by a voice vote. 
 

9. Annual Report of Real Estate Holdings – For Information Only 
 
Mr. Yendle then stated that Board of Trustees policies require that a listing of property 
owned by Auburn University be submitted to the Board for its information and review each 
year at its annual meeting. He reported that the summary of real estate holdings, including 
changes since June 2023, is included in the meeting materials.  
 
Mr. Yendle shared that this item is included for information only and does not require a vote.   
 

10. Annual Report of Timber Harvest Revenue – For Information Only 
 
Mr. Yendle then stated that Board of Trustees policies require that a summary report of 
timber harvest revenue be provided to the Board for its information and review each year 
at its annual meeting. He indicated that the summary report, including changes since  
June 2023, is included in the meeting materials.  
 
Mr. Yendle shared that this item is included for information only and does not require a vote.   

 
11. Status Updates – For Information Only 

 
Mr. Yendle presented the following items to the Board: 

 
a. Current Status of New Construction/Renovation/Infrastructure Projects with 

Budgets of $1,000,000 and Greater 
 

b. Project Status Report 
 

Mr. Yendle shared that this item is included for information only and does not require a vote.   
 

Chairperson DeMaioribus thanked Mr. Yendle for his reports, and with there being no 
further items, recessed the committee meeting at 9:00 a.m.  
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE  
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE OF THE  

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
FRIDAY, JUNE 7, 2024 AT 9:00 A.M. 

Chairperson Huntley convened a meeting of the Academic Affairs Committee of the 
Auburn University Board of Trustees on Friday, June 7, 2024 at 9:00 a.m. in the 
Legacy Ballroom of The Hotel at Auburn University and Dixon Conference Center.  

After calling the committee meeting to order, Chairperson Huntley called upon Dr. Nathan 
for discussion of the following Academic Affairs Committee agenda items: 

1. Proposed Closure of the Bachelor of Science in Industrial Design Studies

Dr. Nathan stated that following a review of post-implementation requirements for the
Bachelor of Science in Industrial Design Students, the College of Architecture, Design and
Construction proposed the program’s closure.

A motion to report the item favorably to the full Board during the reconvened meeting was
received from Mr. Vines. The motion was seconded by President Pro Tempore Riggins,
and the committee approved the motion by a voice vote.

2. Proposed Changes to Faculty Personnel Policies

Dr. Nathan reported that the University Senate has recommended changes to Chapter Three
of the Auburn University Faculty Handbook. She shared that the changes, approved by the
University Senate, delineate amended policies and provide increased comprehensiveness,
organization, and clarity to the institution’s promotion and tenure policies and processes.

Mr. W. Smith suggested that the Board should conduct a comprehensive review of the
Faculty Handbook. Dr. Nathan indicated that the faculty is currently completing a general
review of the Handbook. Mr. Rane added that the American Council of Trustees and
Alumni recommends a review every five years.

A motion to report the item favorably to the full Board during the reconvened meeting was
received from President Pro Tempore Riggins. The motion was seconded by Mr. W. Smith,
and the committee approved the motion by a voice vote.

Chairperson Huntley thanked Dr. Nathan for her reports, and with there being no further
items, recessed the committee meeting at 9:10 a.m. 
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE  
FINANCE COMMITTEE OF THE  

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
FRIDAY, JUNE 7, 2024 AT 9:10 A.M. 

Chairperson W. Smith convened a meeting of the Finance Committee of the 
Auburn University Board of Trustees on Friday, June 17, 2024 at 9:10 a.m. in the 
Legacy Ballroom of The Hotel at Auburn University and Dixon Conference Center.  

After calling the committee meeting to order, Chairperson W. Smith called upon 
Ms. Shomaker for discussion of the Finance Committee’s single information item. 

1. Fiscal Year 2025 Budget and Salary Guidelines – For Information Only

Ms. Shomaker presented an information-only report and discussed proposed changes to
operating budgets and salary guidelines for Fiscal Year 2025.

Ms. Shomaker indicated that this item is included for information only and does not require
a vote.

Chairperson W. Smith thanked Ms. Shomaker for her reports, and with there being no
further items, recessed the committee meeting at 9:20 a.m. 
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE  
AUDIT AND COMPLIANCE COMMITTEE OF THE  

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
FRIDAY, JUNE 7, 2024 AT 9:20 A.M. 

 
 Chairperson Ainsworth convened a meeting of the Audit and Compliance Committee of 
the Auburn University Board of Trustees on Friday, June 7, 2024 at 9:20 a.m. in the  
Legacy Ballroom of The Hotel at Auburn University and Dixon Conference Center.  
 

After calling the committee meeting to order, Chairperson Ainsworth called upon  
Ms. Shomaker for discussion of the first Audit and Compliance Committee agenda item. 

 
1. Approval of Independent Auditors for Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2024 

 
Ms. Shomaker stated that the Selection of External Auditors policy requires the Board of 
Trustees to approve external auditors to review the internal audit process completed by  
Auburn University. Ms. Shomaker reported that Auburn University management 
recommends maintaining its current external auditors, PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC). 
 
Subsequently, Ms. Shomaker introduced Mr. Douglas Grant of PwC. Mr. Grant then 
presented the Auburn University Fiscal Year 2023 Audit Plan. 
 
A motion to report the item favorably to the full Board during the reconvened meeting was 
received from Mr. Ainsworth. The motion was seconded by Mr. Sahlie, and the committee 
approved the motion by a voice vote. 
 
Chairperson Ainsworth thanked Ms. Shomaker for her report, and then discussed the 

remaining Audit and Compliance Committee agenda items. 
 

2. Receipt of the 2023-2024 Code of Ethics Compliance Documents – For Information Only 
 
Chairperson Ainsworth explained that, in accordance with the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC)’s Principles of Accreditation, 
it is required that the presiding officer of the Board of Trustees be unencumbered by any 
contractual, employment, personal, familial, or financially related interests with  
Auburn University. Chairperson Ainsworth stated that in addition, a majority of voting 
board members must also be unencumbered by such interests.  
 
Chairperson Ainsworth reported that the Audit and Compliance Committee, the General 
Counsel, and the Board Secretary have reviewed the completed annual ethics compliance 
documents and subsequently determined that the Board is in compliance with SACSCOC’s 
standards. He stated that copies of the 2023-2024 documents are available, upon request. 
 
Chairperson Ainsworth indicated that this item is included for information only and does 
not require a vote. 
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3. Receipt of the 2024 Board Self-Evaluation Survey – For Information Only 
 
Chairperson Ainsworth stated that similarly, SACSCOC advises governing boards to 
define and regularly evaluate their responsibilities and expectations. He shared that 
accordingly, the Board began administering biennial self-evaluations in 2018, each time 
using a survey designed to evoke the members’ anonymous opinions. 
 
He indicated that the results of the survey have been reviewed by the Board and announced 
that the 2024 survey is now complete. 
  
Chairperson Ainsworth indicated that this item is included for information only and does 
not require a vote. 
 
With there being no further items, Chairperson Ainsworth recessed the committee meeting 

at 9:25 a.m. 
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE  
INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT COMMITTEE OF THE  

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
FRIDAY, JUNE 7, 2024 AT 9:25 A.M. 

 
 Chairperson Sahlie convened a meeting of the Institutional Advancement Committee of 
the Auburn University Board of Trustees on Friday, June 7, 2024 at 9:25 a.m. in the  
Legacy Ballroom of The Hotel at Auburn University and Dixon Conference Center.  
 

After calling the committee meeting to order, Chairperson Sahlie called upon  
Mr. Wellbaum for discussion of the Institutional Advancement Committee’s single agenda item. 

 
1. Auburn University Endowment Portfolio Update – For Information Only 

 
Mr. Wellbaum introduced Mr. Brian Pimentel of Prime Buchholz to provide an update 
regarding the university’s endowment portfolio.  
 
Mr. Pimentel presented a detailed overview of the portfolio and responded to questions 
from the Board accordingly.  
 
Chairperson Sahlie thanked Mr. Pimentel for their reports, and with there being no further 

items, recessed the committee meeting at 9:35 a.m. 
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE  
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE  

AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
FRIDAY, JUNE 7, 2024 AT 9:35 A.M. 

 
 Chairperson Dumas convened a meeting of the Executive Committee of the  
Auburn University Board of Trustees on Friday, June 7, 2024 at 9:35 a.m. in the Legacy Ballroom 
of The Hotel at Auburn University and Dixon Conference Center.  
 

After calling the committee meeting to order, Chairperson Dumas discussed the following 
Executive Committee agenda items.  

 
1. Election of the Vice President Pro Tempore 

 
Chairperson Dumas indicated that the first item before the Executive Committee is the 
election of the Vice President Pro Tempore for 2024-2025. A motion to nominate 
Mr. Jimmy Sanford as Vice President Pro Tem was received from Mr. W. Smith.  
The nomination was seconded by Mr. DeMaioribus and affirmed by a voice vote.  
 

2. Election of the President Pro Tempore 
 
Chairperson Dumas indicated that the second item before the Executive Committee is the 
election of the President Pro Tempore for 2024-2025. A motion to nominate 
President Pro Tempore Riggins as President Pro Tem was received from Mr. Rane.  
The nomination was seconded by Mr. Sanford and affirmed by a voice vote.  
 

3. Proposed Awards and Namings 
 
Chairperson Dumas then asked for a motion to move consideration of a list of proposed 
awards and namings to the reconvened meeting.  
 
A motion to report the item favorably to the full Board during the reconvened meeting was 
received from Mr. Sanford. The motion was seconded Mr. Rane, and the committee 
approved the motion by a voice vote.  
 
Chairperson Dumas then called upon President Pro Tempore Riggins for discussion of the 

committee’s final agenda item. 
 

4. Presidential Assessment – For Information Only 
 

President Pro Tempore Riggins began the discussion regarding the annual assessment of 
the President by congratulating Dr. Roberts on an outstanding second year. President Pro 
Tempore Riggins commended Dr. Roberts for his stellar leadership and highlighted several 
key areas, stating:  
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“During your first assessment period, we commended you for your 
immediate engagement with the institution’s numerous stakeholder 
groups. Your sincere engagement was noticed and appreciated across 
campus, setting the expectations for this year even higher. We are 
happy to say that those expectations were met, if not exceeded. Time 
and time again we have heard positive reviews of how eager and 
willing you are to listen to all members of the Auburn family.  
 
It goes without saying that the SACSCOC accreditation process is a 
giant feat, but you and your remarkable team did a truly outstanding 
job in securing the university’s reaffirmation. Job well done.  
 
Similarly, we know that the Strategic Plan also requires an immense 
amount of time and effort. Long-term planning is, perhaps, one of the 
most crucial roles of the senior administration. We look forward to 
seeing many fruits of this labor and congratulate you and your team for 
an excellent job so far.  
 
In addition, we are very thankful for your leadership in terms of the 
university’s research portfolio. The Board has enjoyed learning more 
about all of these impactful projects, especially during our visit to the 
Research and Innovation campus in Huntsville earlier this year.” 

 
President Pro Tempore Riggins indicated that the item is presented for information only 
and does not require a vote.  

 
President Pro Tempore Riggins noted that the 2024 annual assessment is now complete. 
He thanked Trustees Dumas, Vines, and W. Smith for their service on the Presidential 
Assessment Working Group.  

 
With there being no further items, Chairperson Dumas recessed the committee meeting at 

10:35 a.m. 
 
 
 

MINUTES NOT YET APPROVED

-18-



 President Pro Tempore Riggins then called on Chairperson Huntley for a report from the 
Academic Affairs Committee. 

 
Academic Affairs Committee 

 
Chairperson Huntley began her report by sharing that the end of the spring semester is a 
time to recognize the efforts and contributions of the university’s students and faculty with 
various honors and accolades. She stated that Auburn recently was among a handful of 
institutions presented with the 2024 Senator Paul Simon Award for Comprehensive 
Internationalization. She explained that the award, given by the NAFSA Association of 
International Educators in New Orleans, recognizes Auburn’s efforts to cultivate strategic 
internationalization across the university’s mission, including the student experience, 
academic excellence, and meaningful research.   
 
Chairperson Huntley concluded her report by stating that the Common Book program will 
return this summer to create a shared, unique experience for students as they transition to 
Auburn. She reminded everyone that the program is a campus-wide initiative that engages 
students, faculty, and staff from across the university. She explained that a new book is 
selected each year that fosters critical thinking and generates shared conversations about 
topics and issues of significance.  
 
President Pro Tempore Riggins thanked Chairperson Huntley for her report. He then 

indicated that the committee meetings and trustee reports were complete. 
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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

FRIDAY, JUNE 7, 2024 AT 9:40 A.M. 
 

 President Pro Tempore Riggins convened a regular meeting of the Board of Trustees on 
Friday, June 7, 2024 at 9:40 a.m. in the Legacy Ballroom of The Hotel at Auburn University and 
Dixon Conference Center. 
 
 President Pro Tempore Riggins asked General Counsel Hammer if there was any pending 
litigation that needed to be discussed in an executive session. General Counsel Hammer indicated 
that there was pending litigation that needed to be discussed in an executive session.  
 
 President Pro Tempore Riggins then asked for a motion for the Board to enter an executive 
session. A motion was received from Ms. Huntley. The motion was seconded by Mr. DeMaioribus,  
and the Board approved the motion by a voice vote.  
 

President Pro Tempore Riggins recessed the regular meeting of the Board of Trustees at 
9:45 a.m. 
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MINUTES OF A RECONVENED MEETING OF THE 
AUBURN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

FRIDAY, JUNE 7, 2024 AT 10:50 A.M. 
 

 President Pro Tempore Riggins reconvened the meeting of the Board of Trustees on  
Friday, June 7, 2024 at 10:50 a.m. in the Legacy Ballroom of The Hotel at Auburn University and 
Dixon Conference Center.  

  
President Pro Tempore Riggins then asked for a motion to adopt the minutes of the  

April 12, 2024 meeting. A motion was received from Ms. Huntley. The motion was seconded by  
Mr. Dumas, and the resolution was approved by a voice vote.  

 
The following resolution was approved: 
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RESOLUTION  
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 

WHEREAS, copies of the minutes of the April 12, 2024 meeting of the Board of Trustees 
have been distributed to all members of this Board for review; and  
 
WHEREAS, the members have reviewed the minutes and determined that they constitute a true 
and correct recitation of the business of the respective meeting.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of Auburn University  
that the minutes of the April 12, 2024 meeting of the Board of Trustees are hereby approved as 
distributed.  
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Following the approval of the minutes of the April 12, 2024 Board Meeting,  
President Pro Tempore Riggins asked for a motion to approve the resolution regarding the 
awarding of degrees for the Summer 2024 semester. A motion was received from Mr. Dumas.  
The motion was seconded by Ms. Huntley, and the resolution was approved by a voice vote. 
 
 The following resolution was approved: 
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RESOLUTION 
 
 AWARDING OF DEGREES 
 
 
WHEREAS, Auburn University confers appropriate degrees upon those individuals who have 
completed requirements previously approved by this Board of Trustees and stated in University 
Catalogs. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 
 

1. That all degrees to be awarded by the faculty of Auburn University and Auburn University 
at Montgomery at the end of the Summer 2024 semester, complying with the requirements 
heretofore established by the Board of Trustees, be and the same are hereby approved. 
 

2. That a list of the degrees awarded be filed and maintained in the records of the University 
and hereby made an official part of this resolution and of these minutes. 
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Property and Facilities Committee 
 
 Chairperson DeMaioribus indicated that the Property and Facilities Committee met earlier 
and discussed eight action items and three items of information. Chairperson DeMaioribus moved 
for approval of a consent agenda for the Property and Facilities Committee’s eight action items.  
The motion was seconded by Ms. Huntley, and the resolutions were approved by a voice vote. 
 
 The following resolutions were approved in the consent agenda: 
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PROPERTY AND FACILITIES COMMITTEE 

RESOLUTION 

GOGUE PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 
STUDIO THEATRE AND AMPHITHEATRE BUILD-OUT 

FINAL PROJECT APPROVAL 

WHEREAS, the Gogue Performing Arts Center proposes the build-out of the Studio 
Theatre and Amphitheatre to realize the full vision of a size-diverse, multi-venue 
performing arts center at Auburn University; and   

WHEREAS, at its previous meeting on June 17, 2022, the Board of Trustees adopted a 
resolution that approved the initiation of the Gogue Performing Arts Center – Studio 
Theatre and Amphitheatre Build-Out project and the selection of Wilson Butler Architects, 
of Boston, Massachusetts, as the architect for the project; and  

WHEREAS, the project will extend and enclose a portion of the existing outdoor stage to 
create a 3,500-square-foot Studio Theatre and construction of an exterior stage and 
Amphitheatre; and 

WHEREAS, the location of the project will be at the corner of Woodfield Drive and South 
College Street along the south side of the existing Gogue Performing Arts Center; and 

WHEREAS, the estimated total project cost of the Gogue Performing Arts Center – Studio 
Theatre and Amphitheatre Build-Out project is $15.0 million, to be financed by Gift funds; 
and 

WHEREAS, according to the Board of Trustees policy “D-3, Capital Projects Approval,” 
the final approval of the project must be submitted to the Auburn University Board of 
Trustees through the Property and Facilities Committee. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of Auburn University 
that the Gogue Performing Arts Center – Studio Theatre and Amphitheatre Build-Out 
project is approved and that Christopher B. Roberts, President, or such other person as may 
be acting as President, be and the same is hereby authorized and empowered to perform 
the following tasks: 

1. Establish a budget for the project of $15.0 million, to be financed by Gift funds;
and

2. Direct the consultants to complete the required plans for the project; and

3. Solicit bids and award a contract for construction conditioned upon the lowest
responsible and responsive bid being consistent with the approved project budget.
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PROPER TY AND FACILITIES COMMITTEE 

RESOLUTION 

BROWN-KOPEL ENGINEERING STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT CENTER 
ANALYTICAL, INNOVATION AND MANUFACTURING LABORATORY 

APPROVAL OF PROJECT INITIATION AND AUTHORIZATION 
TO COMMENCE THE PROJECT ARCHITECT SELECTION PROCESS 

WHEREAS, the Samuel Ginn College of Engineering has proposed the renovation of the 
remaining unfinished area within the Brown-Kopel Engineering Student Achievement 
Center;· and 

WHEREAS, the Brown-Kopel Engineering Student Achievement Center-Analytical, 
Innovation and Manufacturing Laboratory project will renovate the remaining 16,000 
square feet of unfinished areas to create a cutting-edge facility that will include laboratories 
concentrated on advanced manufacturing and testing of materials; and 

WHEREAS, the project will also provide collaboration and innovation spaces designed to 
facilitate idea generation and project development, fostering a vibrant ecosystem of 
entrepreneurship and technological advancement; and 

WHEREAS, it is anticipated that this project will be financed by the Samuel Ginn College 
of Engineering using funds from the State of Alabama FY23 Supplemental Budget; and 

WHEREAS, according to the Board of Trustees policy, ''D-3, Capital Projects Approval," 
the initiation of this project must be submitted to the Board, through the Property and 
Facilities Committee, for approval. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of Auburn University 
that the Brown-Kopel Engineering Student Achievement Center-Analytical, Innovation 
and Manufacturing Laboratory project is approved; and Christopher B. Roberts, President, 
or such other person as may be acting as President, be and the same is hereby authorized 
and empowered to commence the project architect selection process. 
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PROPERTY AND FACILITIES COMMITTEE 

RESOLUTION 

MELTON STUDENT CENTER PATIO RENOVATION 

  APPROVAL OF PROJECT INITIATION AND AUTHORIZATION
TO COMMENCE THE PROJECT ARCHITECT SELECTION PROCESS 

WHEREAS, Student Affairs endorses the Student Government Association’s proposal for 
renovation of the Melton Student Center Patio to improve student life and involvement at 
Auburn University by making a lively outdoor space that meets the diverse needs of the 
students and offers more opportunities for students to connect; and  

WHEREAS, the Melton Student Center Patio Renovation project intends to optimize the 
use of outdoor areas next to busy student zones, create a medium-sized outdoor space with 
audiovisual facilities for holding various events, add outdoor study seats with power 
outlets, and enhance the game day experience by expanding outdoor seating capacity and 
installing a video screen for showing games and events creating a more energetic and 
interactive atmosphere on home football game days near the campus green; and 

WHEREAS, it is anticipated that this project will be financed by Student Affairs; and 

WHEREAS, according to the Board of Trustees policy, “D-3, Capital Projects Approval,” 
the initiation of this project must be submitted to the Board, through the Property and 
Facilities Committee, for approval.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of Auburn University 
that the Melton Student Center Patio Renovation project is approved; and Christopher B. 
Roberts, President, or such other person as may be acting as President, be and the same is 
hereby authorized and empowered to commence the project architect selection process.   
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PROPERTY AND FACILITIES COMMITTEE 

RESOLUTION 

RURAL STUDIO RED BARN, NEWBERN, ALABAMA 
RENOVATION AND REPAIRS 

APPROVAL OF PROJECT INITIATION AND AUTHORIZATION 
TO COMMENCE THE PROJECT ARCHITECT SELECTION PROCESS 

WHEREAS, the College of Architecture, Design, and Construction has proposed the 
renovation of the Rural Studio Red Barn located in Newbern, Alabama, to encompass 
structural repairs, enhancements to life-safety systems and accessibility, and alterations to 
the space to accommodate the current needs of their program; and 

WHEREAS, the Rural Studio Red Barn Rerlovation and Repairs project will enable the 
Rural Studio program to bring the facility up to current building codes and standards, as 
well as provide adequate instructional studio and lecture space for the architectural 
students; and 

WHEREAS, it is anticipated that this project would be financed by the College of 
Architecture, Design and Construction and the Provost Office; and 

WHEREAS, according to the Board of Trustees policy, "D-3, Capital Projects Approval," 
the initiation of this project must be submitted to the Board, through the Property and 
Facilities Committee, for approval. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of Auburn University 
that the Rural Studio Red Barn Renovation and Repairs project is approved; and 
Christopher B. Roberts, President, or such other person as may be acting as President, be 
and the same is hereby authorized and empowered to commence the project architect 
selection process. 
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PROPERTY AND FACILITIES COMMITTEE 

RESOLUTION 

AUTHORITY TO SELL AUBURN UNIVERSITY LAND
IN TALBOT COUNTY, GEORGIA

WHEREAS, Auburn University ("University") proposes to sell a 731-acre parcel in 
Talbot County, Georgia ("Property") which was gifted to the University in 2016 for the 
benefit of the Harbert College of Business by Diane Koart; and 

WHEREAS, the Property has been managed by the College of Forestry, Wildlife 
Sciences and Environment and has produced significant benefit to the Harbert College of 
Business; and 

WHEREAS, Board of Trustees Policy D-10 allows for consideration of the sale of 
University property when use of such property is no longer required to carry out the mission 
of the University; and 

WHEREAS, the Harbert College of Business has determined the Property will not be used 
for any strategic purpose and, accordingly, has recommended its sale, with the revenue 
from the sale devoted to Harbert College of Business capital needs; and 

WHEREAS, the Auburn University Board of Trustees authorized the University to hire a 
broker to market the Property and solicit acceptable offers to purchase at fair market 
value, as allowed under Board of Trustee Policy D-8; and 

WHEREAS, a broker was hired, listed the Property, and multiple offers were received. 

WHEREAS, the University has negotiated a Purchase and Sale Agreement with Hat 
Creek Land LLC for One Million Seven Hundred Sixty Thousand and No/100 
($1,760,000), which is above the MAI appraisal on the property. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of Auburn University 
that, it is in the best interest of the University to sell the Property. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Christopher B. Roberts, President, or such person as 
may be acting as President, or his designee, is hereby authorized to sell the Property, 
consistent with Alabama law, and is empowered to negotiate and execute the deed and all 
legal documents necessary to effectuate the transaction provided that any proposed sale 
transactions and documents must be reviewed and approved by the Office of General 
Counsel prior to closing. 
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PROPERTY AND FACILITIES COMMITTEE 

RESOLUTION 

AUTHORITY TO PURCHASE LAND 
IN AUBURN, ALABAMA 

WHEREAS, Auburn University is interested in acquiring property in Auburn, Alabama, for the 
benefit of Auburn University; and 

WHEREAS, the property consists of a residential structure and 0.83 acres located at 828 South 
College Street, Auburn, AL (See Exhibit 1 ). 

WHEREAS, this parcel is located close to the intersection of Woodfield Drive (see Exhibit 1), at 
the Northwest intersection of Woodfield Drive and S. College Street, adjacent to the Mullins 
property that Auburn University purchased in 2021; and 

WHEREAS, this acquisition will extend the Universities control of the Auburn University side of 
the intersection which will become an increasingly important entrance to campus, especially 
considering the completion of the Duncan Drive Extension project; and 

WHEREAS, owning this property at the intersection creates a 5 acre plot for future development, 
and improves the aesthetics at a major entrance point to campus; and 

WHEREAS, the property will be transferred by general warranty deed; and 

WHEREAS, the purchase price does exceed the MAI appraisal of the property, the property is 
both unique and desirable because of the future development opportunities; and 

WHEREAS, the University has acquired an option to purchase the property, subject to AU Board 
of Trustees approval. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of Auburn University that, 
AU approve the offer to purchase the property at 828 South College Street, Auburn, Alabama for 
eight hundred forty-five thousand dollars ($845,000.00); and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Christopher B. Roberts, President, or such person as may be 
acting as President, or his designee, is hereby authorized and empowered to purchase the parcel 
described above, consistent with Alabama law, provided that any proposed sale transactions must 
be reviewed and approved by the Office of General Counsel prior to closing. 
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Audit and Compliance Committee 
 
 Chairperson Ainsworth indicated that the Audit and Compliance Committee met earlier 
and discussed one action item and two items of information. Chairperson Ainsworth moved for 
approval of the Audit and Compliance Committee’s single action item. The motion was seconded 
by Mr. Z. Smith, and the resolution was approved by a voice vote. 
 
 The following resolution was approved: 
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AUDIT AND COMPLIANCE COMMITTEE 

RESOLUTION 

APPROVAL OF INDEPENDENT AUDITORS 

FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2024 

WHEREAS, The Audit Committee of the Board of Trustees is charged with recommending the 

appointment of the University's external auditor; and 

WHEREAS, The Audit Committee recommends the appointment of PricewaterhouseCoopers, 

LLP to audit the University's financial statements and to conduct the federally required Uniform 

Guidance audit. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of Auburn University 

PricewaterhouseCoopers, LLP is appointed as the University's external auditor. 
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Executive Committee 
 
 Chairperson Dumas indicated that the Executive Committee met earlier and discussed three 
action items and one item of information.  
 
 Chairperson Dumas reported that first, the Executive Committee recommended that 
Trustee Jimmy Sanford be elected as Vice President Pro Tempore for 2024-2025. A motion to 
elect Trustee Sanford was received from Chairperson Dumas. The motion was seconded by  
Mr. DeMaioribus, and the motion was approved by a voice vote.  
 
 Chairperson Dumas reported that second, the Executive Committee recommended that 
President Pro Tempore Quentin Riggins be re-elected for a second term as President Pro Tempore 
for 2024-2025. A motion to elect President Pro Tempore Riggins was received from  
Chairperson Dumas. The motion was seconded by Mr. Sanford, and the motion was approved by 
a voice vote. 
 
 Chairperson Dumas commented that the 2024-2025 terms begin immediately upon 
conclusion of the June 7, 2024 meeting. 
 
 Chairperson Dumas reported that the third item presented to the Executive Committee was 
a list of proposed awards and namings. Chairperson Dumas moved for approval of the item.  
The motion was seconded by Mr. Vines, and the resolutions were approved by a voice vote. 
 
 Chairperson Dumas reported that the fourth item presented to the Executive Committee 
was the annual assessment of the President, noting that the item was presented for information 
only and does not require a vote.  
 
 The following resolutions were approved: 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

RESOLUTION 

NAMING THE INSTRUCTIONAL CLASSROOM 
IN THE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION AS THE 

CHARLES AND AMANDA SORRELL BAZEMORE 
FAMILY INSTRUCTIONAL CLASSROOM 

June 7, 2024 

WHEREAS, Charles and Amanda Bazemore are proud graduates of Auburn University 

where Charles earned a bachelor's degree in Business Administration in 1970 and 

Amanda earned a bachelor's degree in Elementary Education in 1973; and 

WHEREAS, Charles and Amanda have a legacy of outstanding educators within their 

family including Amanda's 25 years of service as a sixth-grade teacher; and 

WHEREAS, Because of their commitment to education, Charles and Amanda established 

the Amanda Sorrell Bazemore'73 Ever Auburn Endowed Scholarship in the College of 

Education to support students pursuing a degree in Elementary Education; and 

WHEREAS, their daughters graduated from Auburn University, Susan Bazemore Canaan 

earned a bachelor's degree in Health Promotion in 2001 and a master's degree in Higher 

Education Administration in 2003, and Claire Bazemore Lawford earned a bachelor's 

degree in Nursing in 2003; and 

WHEREAS, Charles and Amanda along with their children and grandchildren, exemplify 

the Auburn Creed in that they ''believe that this is a practical world and that I can count 

only on what I earn. Therefore, I believe in work, hard work. I believe in education, 

which gives me the knowledge to work wisely and trains my mind and my hands to work 

skillfully". 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Instructional Classroom in the College 

of Education be named the Charles and Amanda Sorrell Bazemore Family Instructional 

Classroom in recognition of their generous support of the College of Education and 

Auburn University. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

RESOLUTION 

NAMING THE INSTRUCTIONAL COUNSELING LABORATORY 
IN THE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION BUILDING AS THE 

JOHN C. AND PEGGY L. DAGLEY INSTRUCTIONAL COUNSELING 
LABORATORY 

June 7, 2024 

WHEREAS, Dr. John C. Dagley was born in Illinois where he spent his formative years 
and graduated from Culver-Stockton College in Canton, Missouri in 1964; and 

WHEREAS, he earned his master's degree from Indiana University in 1965 and a 

doctorate from the University of Missouri in 1972; and 

WHEREAS, John was a faculty member in the Department of Counseling and Human 
Development Services at the University of Georgia for thirty years where he was 

instrumental in establishing the Counseling Psychology Ph.D. program; and 

WHEREAS, he led the Counseling Psychology Ph.D. program at Auburn University for 
ten years and spent the remaining three years of his lengthy career at the University of 

South Alabama as the Coordinator of the Counselor Education program; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Peggy L. Dagley was born in Missouri where she spent her formative 
years and graduated from Culver-Stockton College in 1968 with a degree in elementary 

education;and 

WHEREAS, she earned a master's degree from the University of Missouri in 1971, 

became a specialist in middle school education in 1985, and earned a doctorate in 

elementary education in 1988 from the University of Georgia; and 

WHEREAS, during her lengthy career, Dr. Dagley served as a classroom teacher, school 

counselor, school administrator, college professor, and was the Director of Professional 
Education Services at Auburn University in the College of Education until her retirement 

in 2017; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Instructional Counseling Laboratory in 

the College of Education be named the John C. and Peggy L. Dagley Instructional 

Counseling Laboratory in recognition of their generous support of the College of 

Education and Auburn University. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

RESOLUTION 

NAMING THE SEMINAR ROOM 
IN THE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION AS THE 

MARY NEILL LESTER SEMINAR ROOM 

June 7, 2024 

WHEREAS, Mary Neill Lester grew up in Newnan, GA and Atlantic Beach, FL and 
earned a bachelor's degree in History from Tift College in Forsyth, GA in 1970 and a 
master's in Secondary Social Science Education from Auburn University in 1971; and 

WHEREAS, James "Jim" Ellis Lester earned a bachelor's degree in Business 
Administration in 1973 and master's degree in Economics in 1975 from Auburn 
University; and 

WHEREAS, Mary taught in the school systems of Thomaston and Gwinnett County, 
Georgia; and 

WHEREAS, Jim worked in technology sales for Barrister Information Systems in Atlanta, 
GA, completed an Executive Masters of Business Administration degree at Georgia State 
University in 1996 and then joined Alta Vista, the first major internet search engine, 
before shifting to real estate in 2002; and 

WHEREAS, Jim and Mary established the James Ellis Lester and Mary Neill Lester 
Alumni Endowed Scholarship in 2015 to support a student pursuing a degree in Teacher 
Education; and 

WHEREAS, Jim and Mary along with their children, Melissa and Neill, exemplify the 
Auburn Creed both professionally and personally and ''believe in education, which gives 

me the knowledge to work wisely and trains my mind and my hands to work skillfully"; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Seminar Room in the College of 
Education be named the Mary Neill Lester Seminar Room in recognition of Jim and Mary 
Lester's generous support of the College of Education and Auburn University. 
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EXECUTIVE COl\.fMITTEE 

RESOLUTION 

NAMING THE LEARNING RESOURCES CENTER HUDDLE ROOM 
IN THE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION AS THE 

JAMES AND SUSAN TROTT HUDDLE ROOM 

June 7, 2024 

WHEREAS, Dr. James Trott and Mrs. Susan Trott are proud graduates of the College of 
Education at Auburn University; and 

WHEREAS, Jim Trott earned a bachelor's degree in 1968, a master's degree in 1973, and 
a doctorate degree in 1978; and 

WHEREAS, Susan Trott earned a bachelor's degree in 1968 and a master's degree in 
1973;and 

WHEREAS, Jim and Susan are both lifelong educators with Jim serving in higher 
education as a Professor of Human Resource Development and Workforce Education, and 
Susan in elementary education as a teacher for academically gifted students; and 

WHEREAS, during their careers they taught in Georgia, Alabama, and Louisiana where 
Jim retired from Louisiana State University in 2001, and Susan from the East Baton 
Rouge Parish Schools in 2000; and 

WHEREAS, Jim and Susan are both first-generation college graduates who have special 
concern for students who are similarly situated leading them to establish the James W. and 
Susan Neal Trott Endowed Scholarship in the College of Education to help support first­
generation college students; and 

WHEREAS, the Trotts exemplify the Auburn Creed both professionally and personally in 
that they ''believe that this is a practical world and that I can count only on what I earn. 
Therefore, I believe in work, hard work. I believe in education, which gives me the 
knowledge to work wisely and trains my mind and my hands to work skillfully,

,
; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Leaming Resources Center Huddle 
Room in the College of Education be named the James and Susan Trott Huddle Room in 
recognition of their generous support of the College of Education and Auburn University. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

RESOLUTION 

NAMING THE GRADUATE STUDENT VILLAGE 
IN THE ADVANCED STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING LABORATORY 

AS THE BEATTY CONSTRUCTION INC. GRADUATE STUDENT VILLAGE 

June 7, 2024 

WHEREAS, Craig S. Beatty graduated from Auburn University in 1981 with a bachelor's degree 
in civil engineering; and 

WHEREAS, Judy Dickinson Beatty graduated from Auburn in 1983 with a bachelor's degree in 
landscape architecture; and 

WHEREAS, In 1999, Craig founded CS Beatty Construction Inc. with a commitment to 
integrity, relationships and excellence; and 

WHEREAS, The Birmingham-based company has since become an industry leader in site 
preparation, clearing, grading, excavating, utilities and heavy civil construction services; and 

WHEREAS, Craig and Judy have made a generous contribution to the strategic initiatives of the 
Samuel Ginn College of Engineering; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Graduate Student Village in the Advanced 
Structural Engineering Laboratory at the Samuel Ginn College of Engineering be named the 
Beatty Construction Inc. Graduate Student Village in honor of Craig and Judy's generous 
support and ongoing dedication to Auburn University. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

RESOLUTION 

NAMING AP ARK BENCH IN ROSS HALL 
AT THE SAMUEL GINN COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING 

AS THE BOWMAN FAMILY BENCH (DARRYL, ADDIE, AND LOUISE) 

June 7, 2024 

WHEREAS, Darryl Bowman earned a bachelor's degree in chemical engineering from Auburn 
University in 2009; and 

WHEREAS, Darryl began his career as a process safety engineer at Atkins in Houston, TX and 
has spent the majority of his career with the company; and 

WHEREAS, Darryl has 16 years of experience in the oil and gas industry, specifically in onshore 
and offshore production (gas and liquid), onshore and offshore drilling, Canadian oil sands 
mining and crude production, and offshore mooring; and 

WHEREAS, Darryl currently serves as the head of Occupational Safety for Enterprise Products' 
Houston Region; and 

WHEREAS, Darryl Bowman and family generously support the strategic initiatives of the 
Samuel Ginn College of Engineering; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that a park bench in Ross Hall at the Samuel Ginn 
College of Engineering be named the Bowman Family Bench (Darryl, Addie, and Louise) in 
honor of their commitment and ongoing dedication to the college and Auburn University. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

RESOLUTION 

NAMING THE EMILY KLING DISCOVERY CORRIDOR 
IN THE ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION BUILDING 
AT THE KREHER PRESERVE AND NATURE CENTER 

AT AUBURN UNIVERSITY 

June 7, 2024 

WHEREAS, in 2024, the Environmental Education Building at the Kreher Preserve and Nature 
Center was established by the College of Forestry, Wildlife and Environment at Auburn 
University; and 

WHEREAS, the mission of the Kreher Preserve and Nature Center aims to foster stewardship of 
nature through high-quality environmental education, recreation, and outreach programs in 
coJlaboration with Auburn University and its community partners, evolving into a premier 
discovery and nature center with engaging programs; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Emily B. Kling graduated from Auburn University with a doctorate degree in 
higher education administration in 2003; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Kling has made invaluable contributions to the Kreher Preserve and Nature 
Center in support of the Environmental Education Building; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the conidor in the Environmental Education 
Building be named the Emily Kling Discovery Corridor in honor of Dr. Emily B. Kling's 
generous support and ongoing dedication to the College of Forestry, Wildlife and Environment at 
Auburn University. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

RESOLUTION 

NAMING A CLINICAL ROUNDS ROOM 
AT THE BAILEY SMALL ANIMAL TEACHING HOSPITAL 

AS THE ROOSEVELT A. "TED" ALBERT, JR. CLINICAL ROUNDS ROOM 

June 7, 2024 

WHEREAS, Dr. Roosevelt A."Ted" Albert, Jr. was born in Pineville, Kentucky in 1932 and 
served in the United States Navy during 1951-1955; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Albert studied pre-veterinary medicine at the City College of San Francisco and 
the University of Kentucky; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Albert received his DVM from Auburn University in 1962; and 

WHEREAS, upon graduation at the invitation of Dr. B. F. Hoerlein, Dr. Albert joined the 
Auburn Small Animal Surgery and Medicine faculty and simultaneously pursued a master's 
degree which he completed in 1966; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Albert completed a fellowship at The Ohio State University and further training 
in ophthalmology at the University of Texas Medical School; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Albert passed the examination to become a Diplomate of the American College 
of Veterinary Ophthalmologists in 1979; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Albert authored or co-authored twenty scientific papers and delivered more than 
90 scientific presentations at professional meetings in support of practicing veterinarians; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Albert taught extensively in the veterinary curriculum and trained many clinical 
residents in the field of veterinary ophthalmology; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Albert served on the faculty of the College of Veterinary Medicine at Auburn 
University from 1962 to 1988, progressing through the academic ranks from instructor to 
professor and retiring as professor emeritus; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that a clinical rounds room in the Bailey Small 
Animal Teaching Hospital be named the Roosevelt A."Ted" Albert, Jr. Clinical Rounds Room in 
recognition of Dr. Albert's devotion to the field of veterinary medicine and for his service as an 
outstanding faculty member of the College of Veterinary Medicine at Auburn University. 

MINUTES NOT YET APPROVED
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

RESOLUTION 

NAMING THE INSTITUTE FOR REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT 
IN THE RAYMOND J. HARBERT COLLEGE OF BUSINESS AND 

THE COLLEGE OF ARCIIlTECTURE, DESIGN, AND CONSTRUCTION 
AS THE WINCHESTER INSTITUTE FOR REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT 

June 7, 2024 

WHEREAS, Greg Winchester received a Bachelor of Science degree from the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 1979 and an Advanced Management Program Certificate from 
Duke University in 2000; and 

WHEREAS, Jan Winchester received a Bachelor of Science degree from Georgia State 
University in 1993; and 

WHEREAS, Greg is an adjunct professor in the Master of Real Estate Development program at 
Auburn University and serves as a Director on the Auburn University Foundation Board and 
Auburn University Real Estate Foundation Board; and 

WHEREAS, Greg and Jan have made significant contributions to support the Harbert College of 
Business, the Co11ege of Architecture, Design, and Construction, and Athletics at Auburn 
University; and 

WHEREAS, Greg and Jan made a leadership gift to establish the Institute for Real Estate 
Development at Auburn University in partnership with the Harbert College of Business and the 
College of Architecture, Design, and Construction; and 

WHEREAS, Greg and Jan are members of multiple giving societies at Auburn including the 
1856 Society, Foy Society, and Athletics' Shug Jordan Society; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Institute for Real Estate Development at 
Auburn University be named the Winchester Institute for Real Estate Development in 
recognition of Greg and Jan Winchester's generous support and ongoing dedication. 

MINUTES NOT YET APPROVED

-46-



President Pro Tempore Riggins then indicated that with there being no further items for 
review, the meeting was recessed at 11:20 a.m. 

 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
         
         
         
        ___________________________ 

Jon G. Waggoner 
        Secretary to the Board of Trustees 
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