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EDUCATION 
 
Ph.D.   Doctor of Philosophy in Planning, Design, and the Built Environment (PDBE) May 2014 
  College of Architecture, Arts, and Humanities 

Clemson University, Clemson, SC   
Area of Study: Urban Design (public space) 
Minor Area of Study: History, Theory and Criticism in Architecture 
Dissertation Title: Hybrid Spaces: Assessing users’ perceptions of digitally mediated public space 

 
M.C.P.   Master of Community Planning, Honors, May 2009 

School of Architecture, College of Architecture, Design, and Construction   
Auburn University, Auburn, AL 
Area of Study: Community Planning (Urban Design track) 

   
B.S.   Bachelor of Science in Interior Design, Magna Cum Laude, August 2007 

Department of Consumer Affairs, College of Human Sciences 
Auburn University, Auburn, AL  
Senior Thesis: Healthcare Design 
 
Semester Study Abroad: Joseph S. Bruno Auburn Abroad in Italy, Summer 2006 

                
ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE  
   
Auburn University, Auburn, AL  
   
Fall 2014 Assistant Professor, Interior Design Program, Council of Interior Design Accreditation (CIDA) Program, Department 

of Consumer and Design Sciences, College of Human Sciences 
 
2013  - 2014    Adjunct Faculty, Interior Design Program, Council of Interior Design Accreditation (CIDA) Program, Department of 

Consumer and Design Sciences, College of Human Sciences 
 
Clemson University, School of Planning, Development, Preservation, and Landscape Architecture, Clemson, SC 
 
2011 -  2013 Studio Instructor, Department of Landscape Architecture, College of Architecture, Arts, and Humanities, under the 

direction of Dr. Hala Nassar (2011) and Dr. Matthew Powers (2012-2013). 
 
Auburn University, Auburn, AL  
   
2009 - 2011      Instructor, Interior Design Program, Council of Interior Design Accreditation (CIDA) Program, Department of 

Consumer Affairs, College of Human Sciences 
   
2009                    Graduate Research Assistant (GRA), Graduate Program in Community Planning & Center for Urban Studies and 

Research, Funded research through the Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC) Flex E-Grant for Prof. John J. 
Pittari Ph.D. & Prof. Cheryl Morgan, AIA.  

   
2008 – 2009 Graduate Research Assistant (GRA), Auburn University’s Center for Urban Studies and Research “The Urban 

Studio”, Funded research through the Alabama State Council on the Arts for Prof. Cheryl Morgan, AIA.  
   
2007 – 2009 Graduate Teaching Assistant (GTA), Interior Design Program, Council of Interior Design Association (CIDA) 

Accredited Program, Department of Consumer Affairs, College of Human Sciences 
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COURSES TAUGHT  
 
Instructor – Clemson University, Landscape Architecture Program, a Landscape Architecture Accredited (LAAB) Program 
 
YEAR   COURSE TAUGHT 
2011 - 2013  LARCH 152: Basic Design II  
 
Instructor - Auburn University, Interior Design Program, a Council of Interior Design Accreditation (CIDA) Program  
 
YEAR   COURSES TAUGHT  
Spring 2014  CADS 7100: Environmental Theories  
Fall 2013  CADS 2300: History of Decorative Arts   
Spring 2010 – 2011 CAHS 4400: Interior Design – Institutional (Healthcare Design Studio)                                
Summer 2009 – 2011 CAHS 4920: Internship in Interior Design                                          
Fall 2008 – 2010  CAHS 3100: Lighting Design and Environmental Systems 
Fall 2008  CAHS 4720: Portfolio Design (Co-Taught with Prof. Paula Frances Peek)                                 
 
PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE AND CONSULTING 
   
2010 – Present Professional Consulting 

• Proposal Review (2013) Corridor Redevelopment Plan the City of Auburn with Goodwyn, Mills, and Caywood 
• Drawing Review (2012) Avondale Bar and Tap Room, Auburn, AL with VDR Designs and the Wood Studio 
• Bids and Graphics (2010 – Present) Bid proposal writing, marketing, branding, and graphic design consulting for 

Tailgate Guys (office locations: Auburn University, Texas A&M University, Chick-fil-A  Bowl games (Atlanta, GA), 
and the University of Florida). 

   
2008 - 2009 Designer, Barnes & Company, Architects, Columbus, GA  
 
2007  Intern, Barnes & Company, Architects, Columbus, GA  
   
2004  Design Assistant, Interior Insights, Inc., Columbus, GA  
 
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS  
   
2011 – Present American Collegiate School of Planning (ACSP), Student Member 
2010 – Present Environmental Design Research Association (EDRA), Member  
2008 – Present U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC), Member              
2010 – 2011 Design Communication Association (DCA)  
2009 – 2011 American Institute of Architects (AIA), Associate Member  
2009 – 2011 Interior Design Educational Council (IDEC), Associate Member   
2009 – 2011 International Association of Lighting Designers (IALD), Member  
2008 – 2011 American Planning Association (APA) 
                                                     
ACADEMIC AWARDS AND HONORS 
   
2011- Present   Graduate School Fellowship (tuition waiver, stipend, and $2,500 award per semester), Clemson University 
2011- 2013   Faculty Representative for Doctoral Program, Clemson University, elected 
2008-2009              Second Year M.C.P Book Award, Auburn University                                                                       
2008-2009              “Excellence in Community Planning Award” Arch R. Winter Fund ($5,000), Auburn University             
2008-2009              College of Architecture, Design, and Construction, Student Council Secretary, Auburn University, elected                   
2006-2007              Phi Kappa Phi National Collegeiate Honor Society                                                                                                  
2006-2007              Kappa Omicron Nu Honor Society                                                                                                                 
2006-2007              Auburn University’s Faculty Award Scholarship ($500) 
2006                       International Furnishings and Design Association (IFDA): Mayo Scholarship Recipient                                
2004-2007              Auburn University’s Goizueta Hispanic Scholarship ($1,000) 
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ACADEMIC AWARDS AND HONORS (CONT.) 
   
2004-2005              Auburn University’s Interior Design Advisory Board Award ($500) 
2004-2005              Auburn University’s Bienenstock Library Scholarship ($500) 
2004-2005              Auburn University Dean’s List                                                                                                                 
2003-2007              National Hispanic Scholarship Fund (HSF) Recipient (Academic merit based) ($20,000)              
2002                       Savannah College of Art and Design, Summer Program, Scholarship recipient (Academic and Portfolio-based) 
 
CREATIVE SCHOLARSHIP AND EXHIBITIONS  
   
2009         Franklin Setzer Gallery, Auburn Urban Studio, Birmingham, Alabama  

Union Springs, Alabama, M.C.P Thesis Exhibition 
   
2009         The Graduate School Forum, Auburn University, Auburn, Alabama  

The Design Charrette: A Research Tool for Planners  
   
2002         May Poetter Gallery, Savannah College of Art and Design, Savannah, Georgia  

Private Residence, Student Design Work Exhibit  
 

2002         May Poetter Gallery, Savannah College of Art and Design, Savannah, Georgia  
In my shoes, Pencil and Charcoal  

 
ACADEMIC JOURNALS AND CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS  
 

2014 Gale, A., Martin, K., Martin, D., & Duffey, M. (2014). The Burnout Phenomenon: A Comparative Study of Student 
Attitudes Towards Collaborative Learning and Sustainability. Journal of Interior Design, Volume 39, Issue 1 (in press 
and forthcoming February 2014). 

 
2013  Gale, A., Martin, K., & Duffey, M. (2013). Bridging Collaboration and Environmental Education: Student Perceptions 

of Sustainability and Collaborative Learning. 51st Annual Conference of the Interior Designers Educators Council 
(IDEC), Indianapolis, IN. 

 
2013  Duffey, M. (2013). Hybrid Spaces: Toward assessing digitally mediated public space. 44th Annual Conference of 

Environmental Design Research Association (EDRA44) International Conference Proceedings (Paper Presentation), 
Providence, Rhode Island. 

 
2012         Byun, S.E., Kim, H., & Duffey, M., (2012). A multi-course collaborative project within a global context: Multi-

dimensional learning outcomes for merchandising and interior design majors. Clothing and Textiles Research 
Journal, Volume 30, Issue 3, p. 200 – 216. 

 
2012  Duffey, M. & Gale, A. (2012). Gender roles and seating preferences: Waiting room behavior within an intensive care 

unit. 43rd Annual Conference of Environmental Design Research Association (EDRA43) International Conference 
Proceedings (Paper Presentation), Seattle, Washington. 

  
2011         Gale, A., & Duffey, M. (2011). A Universal Green Scale: A cross-disciplinary tool for design researchers. 

42nd Annual Conference of Environmental Design Research Association (EDRA42) International Conference 
Proceedings (Paper Presentation), Chicago, Illinois. 

 
2011         Gale, A., Duffey, M., & Peek, P. (2011). Design Skills vs. Personality Traits: Practitioners perception of CIDA interns. 

49th Annual Conference of Interior Design Education Council (IDEC) International Conference Proceedings (Paper 
presentation), Denver, Colorado. 

 
2011         Gale, A., & Duffey, M. (2011). Visualizing Environmentally Responsible Design across the United States, 49th Annual 

Conference of Interior Design Education Council (IDEC) International Conference Proceedings (Poster presentation), 
Denver, Colorado. 



MELANIE ALEMAÑY DUFFEY | 111 BROOKWOOD DRIVE    AUBURN, ALABAMA 36830 |  mduffey@g.clemson.edu |   706.718.8681 

 M. Duffey | Page 4 

 
ACADEMIC SERVICE  
 
2012 - Present     Joseph S. Bruno Auburn Study Abroad in Italy, Board Member 

The Joseph S. Bruno Auburn Study Abroad board meets biannually to discuss issues and budget related items 
relating to the study abroad program.  

 
2011 - Present     Environmental Design and Research Association (EDRA), Conference Reviewer 

An international, interdisciplinary organization that focuses on environmental design research that examines the 
interrelationships between people and their built and natural surroundings, and aims to create environments 
responsive to human needs. Conference paper reviewers are invited to review papers for publication in the annual 
conference proceedings. 
 

2011 - 2012          Professional Enrichment Grants (PEG) Reviewer, Clemson University 
The Professional Enrichment Grant is an internal grant at Clemson University. Grants are reviewed bi-annually, and 
reviewers are interviewed for selection, and then trained to review grants within their own specialty. 

 
2010 - 2011          Grisham Trentham Lecture Series, Committee Co-Chair, Auburn University 

The Grisham Trentham Lecture Series has brought nationally and internationally recognized designers and business 
leaders to the Auburn campus to share their insights, experiences, and successes with students, faculty, and guests. 
As co-chair, responsibilities included coordinating with the committee, planning the event, and securing the guest 
speaker. 

 
2010 - 2011          International Association of Lighting Designers (IALD), Faculty Advisor, Auburn University 

IALD is a professional networking and educational association for lighting designers. There are over 700 lighting 
designers around the world who are members of the IALD and hold a position of distinction and authority in the 
lighting design profession. The charter year for this student group chapter was initiated in fall 2010.  

 
2010            Interior Design Educational Council (IDEC) South Region Creative Scholarship Co-Chair 

The IDEC south region creative scholarship co-chair responsibilities included locating outside jurors to blind review 
creative scholarship entries in the design and art categories.  

 
2009 - 2010          University President’s Climate Action Plan (CAP) Buildings Task Force, Auburn University  

The Office of Sustainability began working on the Auburn Climate Action Plan to develop specific approaches to 
address the American College and University Presidents' Climate Commitment, which Auburn President Jay Gogue 
signed in fall 2008. The Climate Action Plan, or CAP, is a campus-wide, inclusive process. The 'Buildings Group' 
evaluated and developed recommendations to carry forward the strategic planning goal of LEED rating for new 
buildings and renovations across campus. 
 

COMPUTER & LANGUAGE SKILLS 
  
COMPUTER SOFTWARE 
Microsoft Office: Word, PowerPoint, Excel, and Outlook Geographical Information System (GIS) 
Mac OS X Operating Systems Adobe Creative Suite 6: Photoshop, Illustrator, and In-Design  
AutoCAD Adobe Dreamweaver 
Google Sketch Up SPSS and SAS (statistical analysis software) 
Autodesk Revit Architecture (BIM) Nvivo (qualitative analysis software for content analysis) 
Nemetschek Vectorworks (BIM) – Mac based Qualtrics (survey software) 
 
LANGUAGE     
Fluent in English and Spanish 
 


