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T H E   S T A R   S P A N G L E D   B A N N E R

O say can you see,
by the dawn’s early light,
What so proudly we hailed
at the twilight’s last gleaming?
Whose broad stripes and bright stars,
through the perilous fight,
O’er the ramparts we watched,
were so gallantly streaming?
And the rocket’s red glare,
the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night
that our Flag was still there.
O say does that Star-spangled Banner yet wave
O’er the land of the free
and the home of the brave?

Lyrics by Francis Scott Key, 1814
Music by John Stafford Smith, 1780
Adopted as the National Anthem of the United States in 1931

A L M A   M A T E R

On the rolling plains of Dixie
‘Neath the sun kissed sky
Proudly stands our Alma Mater
Banners high.

To thy name we’ll sing thy praise
From the hearts that love so true
And pledge to thee our loyalty
The ages through.

We hail thee, Auburn, and we vow
To work for thy just fame,
And hold in memory as we do now
Thy cherished name.

Composed by Bill Wood, 1924
Word Revision 1960 by Emma O’Rear Foy
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Order of Exercises

* Processional

Student Graduation Marshal.............................................................................................................................. Erin Kristin McCreary
	 Class of 2015

Commencement Marshal.......................................................................................................................................................... Brent Fox
	 Associate Professor, Health Outcomes Research and Policy

* National Anthem.....................................................................................................................................................Brad White, Soloist

Master of Ceremony.................................................................................................................................................Charles A. Woosley
	 Director of Student Recruitment, Harrison School of Pharmacy

Student Address................................................................................................................................................... Erin Kristin McCreary
	 Class of 2015

Commencement Address..........................................................................................................................................Charles C. Thomas
	 Retired Director of Pharmacy for the Alabama Department of Public Health, Class of 1965

Presentation of Candidates........................................................................................................................................ George T. Flowers
	 Dean, Graduate School

	 R. Lee Evans
	 Dean, Harrison School of Pharmacy

Conferring of Degrees..........................................................................................................................................Timothy R. Boosinger
	 Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs, Auburn University

Roll Call................................................................................................................................................................................ Professor Fox

Hooding.......................................................................................................................................................................Paul W. Jungnickel
	 Associate Dean, Harrison School of Pharmacy

Greetings from the Auburn Pharmacy Alumni Association..................................................................................... Bobby M. Giles
	 APAA President, Class of 1992

Pharmacist’s Oath.......................................................................................................................................................Richard L. Carlisle
	 Class of 1974

Remarks.................................................................................................................................................................................. Dr. Woosley

* Alma Mater.............................................................................................................................................................................. Mr. White

* Recessional........................................................................................................................................................................ Dr. McCreary
	 Professor Fox

* Audience Stands

Notes: Please turn off mobile telephones prior to the ceremony.
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Stage Participants

Timothy R. Boosinger, DVM., Ph.D.
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs

John M. Mason, Ph.D.
Vice President for Research and Economic Development

Gretchen R. VanValkenburg, B.S.
Vice President for Alumni Affairs

Jane DiFolco Parker, B.A.
Vice President for Development

George T. Flowers, Ph.D.
Dean, Graduate School

R. Lee Evans, Pharm.D.
Professor and Dean

Charles C. Thomas, B.S., R.Ph. 
Retired Director of Pharmacy for the Alabama Department of Public Health

Class of 1965

Paul W. Jungnickel, Ph.D.
Professor and Associate Dean for Academic and Student Affairs

Daniel W. Surry, Ed.D.
Professor and Associate Dean for Curriculum and Assessment

Karen F. Marlowe, Pharm.D.
Assistant Dean for Mobile Campus

Associate Department Head, Pharmacy Practice

Kimberly Braxton Lloyd, Pharm.D.
Associate Professor and Assistant Dean, Pharmacy Health Services

Gordon S. Sacks, Pharm.D.
Professor and Head, Pharmacy Practice

Richard A. Hansen, Ph.D.
Professor and Head, Health Outcomes Research and Policy

Vishnu Suppiramaniam, Ph.D.
Associate Professor and Interim Head, Drug Discovery and Development

Brent I. Fox, Ph.D.
Associate Professor, Health Outcomes Research and Policy

Bobby M. Giles, B.S., R.Ph.
President, Auburn Pharmacy Alumni Association

Class of 1992

Richard L. Carlisle, B.S., R.Ph.
Class of 1974

Charles A. Woosley, Pharm.D.
Director of Student Recruitment, Harrison School of Pharmacy
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James I. Harrison School of Pharmacy

Administration
R. Lee Evans, Pharm.D., University of Tennessee
Paul W. Jungnickel, Ph.D., University of Nebraska – Lincoln
David J. Riese, Ph.D., Yale University
Daniel W. Surry, Ed.D., University of Georgia
Karen F. Marlowe, Pharm.D., Auburn University
Kimberly Braxton Lloyd, Pharm.D., Auburn University

Drug Discovery and Development
Rajesh Amin, Ph.D., Wayne State University
Robert Arnold, Ph.D., University at Buffalo, SUNY
Angela Calderon, Ph.D., University of Lausanne
C. Randall Clark, Ph.D., University of Mississippi
Jack DeRuiter, Ph.D., Virginia Commonwealth University
Muralikrishnan Dhanasekaran, Ph.D., Jadavpur University
Nancy Merner, Ph.D., St. John’s, New Foundland
Peter Panizzi, Ph.D., Vanderbilt University
Daniel Parsons, Ph.D., University of Georgia
Jay Ramapuram, Ph.D., Banaras Hindu University
William R. Ravis, Ph.D., University of Houston
Jianzhong Shen, Ph.D., University of Missouri - Columbia
Forrest Smith, Ph.D., Virginia Commonwealth University
Vishnu Suppiramaniam, Ph.D., Auburn University

Health Outcomes Research and Policy
Brent I. Fox, Ph.D., Auburn University
Kimberly Garza, Ph.D., West Virginia University
Richard Hansen, Ph.D., University of Minnesota
Jan Kavookjian, Ph.D., Auburn University
Jingjing Qian, Ph.D., University of Maryland
Salisa Westrick, Ph.D., University of Wisconsin - Madison
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Pharmacy Practice

Miranda Andrus, Pharm.D., Samford University
Emily Armstrong, Pharm.D., University of Tennessee
Marilyn Bulloch, Pharm.D., Rutgers University
Dana Carroll, Pharm.D., Auburn University
Allison Chung, Pharm.D., University of Missouri – Kansas City
Spencer Durham, Pharm.D., Auburn University
Lea Eiland, Pharm.D., University of Texas – Austin
Robert Helmer, Pharm.D., South Carolina College of Pharmacy
Kristen Helms, Pharm.D., University of North Carolina
Kelly Hester, Pharm.D., Auburn University
Lori Hornsby, Pharm.D., Auburn University
Amber Hutchinson, Pharm.D., Auburn University
Cherry Jackson, Pharm.D., Medical University of South Carolina
Kristi Kelley, Pharm.D., Auburn University
Erika Kleppinger, Pharm.D., University of the Sciences in Philadelphia
Phillip Lee, Pharm.D., University of Tennessee
Wesley Lindsey, Pharm.D., Campbell University
Katelin Lisenby, Pharm.D., Auburn University
Kaitlin McGinn, Pharm.D., University of Florida
Allison Meyer, Pharm.D., South Carolina College of Pharmacy
Bernie Olin, Pharm.D., University of Missouri – Kansas City
Haley Phillippe, Pharm.D., Auburn University
Nathan Pinner, Pharm.D., University of Tennessee
Gordon Sacks, Pharm.D., University of Texas
Michael Scalese, Pharm.D., Wilkes University
Nicole Slater, Pharm.D., Shenandoah University
Pamela Stamm, Pharm.D., Medical University of South Carolina
Jessica Starr, Pharm.D., Auburn University
Lynn Stevenson, Pharm.D., Auburn University 
Selby Greer Thomas, Pharm.D., Auburn University
Kurt Wargo, Pharm.D., Creighton University
Heather Whitley, Pharm.D., Medical University of South Carolina
Margaret Williamson, Pharm.D., Auburn University
Bradley Wright, Pharm.D., Auburn University

Professional Staff
Dave Brackett, Pharm.D., University of Florida
Amy Carbajal, MPA, University of South Florida
Abbey Cox, Pharm.D., Auburn University
Georgia Fox, Pharm.D., Auburn University
Michael Miller, Ph.D., University of Florida
Anna Solomon, Pharm.D., Auburn  University
Charles Woosley, Pharm.D., University of Tennessee
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Doctor of Philosophy

+	 Richard W. Davis IV..........................................................................................................................................................Huntsville
	 “Identification and Characterization of Molecular Correlates of Disease in Invasive Streptococcus and Staphylococcus 
	 Infection Models,”
	 directed by Peter Panizzi, Department of Drug Discovery and Development.

+	 Jiansheng Huang .........................................................................................................................................Gansu Province, China
	 “Mechanisms Underlying Myeloperoxidase Inhibition: Evaluating the Efficacy and Safety of Anti-Inflammatory MPO 
	 Inhibitors Designed to Limit the Generation of Reactive Oxygen and Nitrogen Species,” 
	 directed by Peter Panizzi, Department of Drug Discovery and Development

^	 Gayani K. Nanayakkara................................................................................................................................... Colombo, Sri Lanka
	 “Protective Effects of PPAR-Gamma in the Diabetic Heart,” 
	 directed by Rajesh Amin, Department of Drug Discovery and Development.

~	 Johayra Simithy.......................................................................................................................................... Bocas del Toro, Panama
	 “Discovery and Characterization of Synthetic and Natural Compounds as Inhibitors of Shikimate Kinase from 
	 Mycobacterium Tuberculosis by LC-MS,”
	 directed by Angela Calderon, Department of Drug Discovery and Development.

	 Kalyani Sonawane (Deshmukh)...................................................................................................................................Nasik, India
	 “Outcomes of Treatment Modifications of Antihypertensive Regimens,”
	 directed by Richard Hansen, Health Outcomes Research and Policy.

+	 Benjamin Samuel Teeter....................................................................................................................................................... Auburn
	 “Quality Performance in Community Pharmacies: An Exploration of Pharmacists’ Perceptions and Predictors,”
	 directed by Salisa Westrick, Health Outcomes Research and Policy.

+	 Saranrat Wittayanukorn....................................................................................................................................Bangkok, Thailand
	 “Prevention of Trastuzumab and Anthracycline-Induced Cardiotoxicity Using Angiotensin-Converting Enzyme 
	 Inhibitors or Beta-Blockers in Breast Cancer Patients,”
	 directed by Richard Hansen and Jingjing Qian, Health Outcomes Research and Policy

Master of Science

~	 Ahmad Hamad Alhowail........................................................................................................... Unayzah, Qassim, Saudi Arabia
	 “Elucidating the Cognitive Deficits Following Doxorubicin Treatment,” 
	 directed by Vishnu Suppiramaniam, Department of Drug Discovery and Development.

+	 Ahmad Jarallah Almalki..........................................................................................................Jeddah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
	 “LC-MS Based Metabolite Fingerprinting and Profiling of a Traditional Chinese Medicine YANG XIN Formulation,”
	 directed by Angela Calderon, Department of Drug Discovery and Development

Candidates For Graduation

	 ~	 Degree conferred Fall 2014
	 ^	 Degree conferred Spring 2014
	 +	 Anticipated degree completion Summer 2015
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Doctor of Pharmacy

	 *	 Ivy Anne Adams..........................................................................................................................................Cartersville, Georgia

		  Gabrielle Isabelle Allen............................................................................................................................................. Birmingham

		  Elliott Lee Amedee................................................................................................................................. Baton Rouge, Louisiana

		  Lauren E. Barron..........................................................................................................................................................Gardendale

		  Claire Heureuse Batraville................................................................................................................... Fort Lauderdale, Florida

		  Kayce Bennett Bell...............................................................................................................................................................Eufaula

		  Alex Clay Bishop........................................................................................................................................................ Spanish Fort

		  William Corey Bowen....................................................................................................................................................Huntsville

		  Kathryn Elizabeth Bowerman........................................................................................................................................... Hoover

	 *	 Katie Bethea Bradford......................................................................................................................................................... Mobile

		  Nicholas James Brakefield...............................................................................................................................................Madison

		  Courtney Elizabeth Brdlik.................................................................................................................... Lake Charles, Louisiana

	 ***	 Jessica Osborne Brown...................................................................................................................................................... Glencoe

		  Victoria Robinson Buckner...................................................................................................................... Junction City, Georgia

	 ***	 Daniel James Bulger....................................................................................................................................................Columbiana

		  Jessica Lee Thomas Campbell.......................................................................................................................................Deatsville

	 ***	 MiShawna Arecia Carlisle................................................................................................................................................. Auburn

		  Amanda Lynn Carroll.................................................................................................................................................Phenix City

		  LaTonya Patrice Carson...................................................................................................................................................... Mobile

		  Xi Sophia Chen..................................................................................................................................................................... Mobile

	 **	 Stephanie Elizabeth Cocherell.................................................................................................................................. Birmingham

		  Ashley Tucker Collins......................................................................................................................................................Winfield

		  Hunter Ryan Collins...............................................................................................................................................................Berry

	 **	 Sara Baldwin Collins......................................................................................................................................................Huntsville

	 *	 Brandon Michael Conti................................................................................................................................... Pensacola, Florida

		  Hannah Louise Corley......................................................................................................................................................Saraland

	 *	 Ben W. Creel IV.................................................................................................................................................................... Mobile

		  Nicole Marie Crossley.................................................................................................................................Cantonment, Florida

		  Michael Trey Dailey......................................................................................................................................................Wetumpka

		  Abigale Foster Daugherty........................................................................................................................................................Opp

		  Thanh Dinh..................................................................................................................................................Santa Ana, California

	 *	 CUM LAUDE  
	 **	 MAGNA CUM LAUDE
	 ***	 SUMMA CUM LAUDE
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	 **	 Kristine Anderson Dolbeare............................................................................................................................................... Mobile

		  Sarah Lambert Duvall..............................................................................................................................................................Boaz

	 *	 Victoria Ameilia Edwards...............................................................................................................................Hamilton, Ontario

		  Amber Marie Elam............................................................................................................................................Valdosta, Georgia

	 **	 Jamie Tobler Fairbanks.............................................................................................................................................. Spanish Fort

	 *	 Kaila Robin Felton...................................................................................................................................................... Birmingham

		  Laura Rebekah Findley.................................................................................................................................................Tuscaloosa

	 ***	 Rachael Colley Fogel.....................................................................................................................................................Woodstock

		  Eric Charles Franks............................................................................................................................................................ Warrior

	 **	 Emily Roden Gentry........................................................................................................................................................ Hartselle

		  Destin Elizabeth Gilchrist............................................................................................................................................. Graysville

	 ***	 Meredith Michelle Ginn................................................................................................................................................Huntsville

	 ***	 Natalie Wynn Gist................................................................................................................................................... Muscle Shoals

	 *	 Erika Carlee Glover.................................................................................................................................................................. Clay

		  Ambree Elizabeth Gober......................................................................................................................................................Morris

		  Lauren Charmaine Graham...................................................................................................................................... Birmingham

	 **	 Sarah Elizabeth Hand........................................................................................................................................................ Decatur

	 ***	 Emily Raycraft Hardeman....................................................................................................................................... Montgomery

		  LaDaria Delores Hartley........................................................................................................................................... Birmingham

		  Courtney Cherellel Henderson................................................................................................................................ Birmingham

		  Amanda Kathleen Hendricks....................................................................................................................Madison, Mississippi

		  Stephen Francis Henken...................................................................................................................................................... Mobile

	 *	 Sheena Renae Herring.............................................................................................................................................................. Clio

		  Brittany Leigh Hester.......................................................................................................................................................Alabaster

		  Leigh Mary Ho...................................................................................................................................................................... Mobile

		  Brittni Elaine Hockenberry.............................................................................................................................. Newnan, Georgia

	 **	 Samantha Adams Hoekenga............................................................................................................................................. Dothan

	 *	 Stephen L. Holderfield..................................................................................................................................................Albertville

		  Hannah Whitehead Hooper.................................................................................................................................... Montgomery

	 **	 Martha Ann Huey................................................................................................................................................................ Mobile

	 ***	 Rhyan Elizabeth Hurn.....................................................................................................................................................Alabaster

		  Frances Elizabeth Johnson................................................................................................................................................ Auburn

	 **	 William Rhett Johnson.............................................................................................................................................Orange Beach

	 *	 CUM LAUDE  
	 **	 MAGNA CUM LAUDE
	 ***	 SUMMA CUM LAUDE



Spring 2015 Commencement Exercise	 9

		  Austen Mark Junior.............................................................................................................................................................Oxford

		  Tainashia Sade’ Kegler...............................................................................................................................Mannheim, Germany

	 **	 Leanna Mae Kennemur.................................................................................................................................................... Florence

	 **	 Cain Eric Kirk................................................................................................................................................................... Piedmont

	 *	 Jessica Beth Knight............................................................................................................................................................ Cullman

	 ***	 Amanda Taylor Kremer.................................................................................................................................................... Auburn

		  Christina Danielle Laird....................................................................................................................................Niceville, Florida

		  Jessica Amelia Lambert.................................................................................................................................................... Brewton

		  Charles Mason Landstreet III...................................................................................................................................... Fort Payne

		  Christopher Michael Lee.....................................................................................................................................................Moody

	 **	 Lindsay Marguerite Leon.................................................................................................................................................... Mobile

		  Rachel Elizabeth Lopacki.............................................................................................................................................Tuscaloosa

		  Brandon Gregory Lovett..............................................................................................................................Hazlehurst, Georgia

	 **	 Katherine Elizabeth Lyons................................................................................................................................................... Lanett

	 **	 Kourteney Pierce Martinez................................................................................................................................................Kinston

	 **	 Kelly Michael Marx..................................................................................................................................Overland Park, Kansas

	 **	 Gregory Stephen Massey....................................................................................................................................................Section

	 *	 Olivia Adams Maze......................................................................................................................................................... Hartselle

	 ***	 Erin Kristin McCreary.................................................................................................................. Huntersville, North Carolina

		  Erin Molly McGee....................................................................................................................................................................Fyffe

		  Trent Ray McLemore........................................................................................................................................................ Moulton

		  Bryant Wadsworth Minor............................................................................................................................................... Prattville

	 *	 Susana Pauline Mixson...................................................................................................................................................Headland

		  Leah Elaine Napper............................................................................................................................................................. Mobile

		  Lauren Elizabeth Neighbors............................................................................................................................................Roanoke

		  Jessica Trotter Nellums........................................................................................................................Bay St. Louis, Mississippi

		  Ann Marie Nodhturft...................................................................................................................................... Pensacola, Florida

	 *	 Wayne Mitchell Norris, Jr.........................................................................................................................Greer, South Carolina

		  Deon Terrel Oliver, Jr......................................................................................................................................... Atlanta, Georgia

		  Katelyn Elizabeth Parrish......................................................................................................................................... Montgomery

		  Ashish Jayantilal Patel................................................................................................................................Columbia, Tennessee

		  Iral Patel...................................................................................................................................................................... Montgomery

	 ***	 Adam Bryant Patterson................................................................................................................................................ Springville

	 *	 CUM LAUDE  
	 **	 MAGNA CUM LAUDE
	 ***	 SUMMA CUM LAUDE
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		  Brittany Marie Patterson.....................................................................................................................................Duluth, Georgia

	 **	 Krista Michelle Pedersen........................................................................................................................................... Birmingham

		  Clayton Ross Posey........................................................................................................................................................ Andalusia

		  Kyle Logan Pritz.................................................................................................................................... Fort Lauderdale, Florida

	 ***	 Sara Elizabeth Ransom...................................................................................................................................................Sylacauga

		  Valerie Ann Regaliza....................................................................................................................................... Biloxi, Mississippi

		  Samantha Kaitlyn Revels...................................................................................................................................................Samson

	 *	 Kara R. Rich.........................................................................................................................................................................Fairfield

		  Christina Harris Roeder...................................................................................................................................................... Mobile

		  Brittney Lynne Rose..................................................................................................................................................... Russellville

	 **	 Rebekah Anne Rutledge...................................................................................................................................................... Mobile

	 *	 Brandon Kyle Sanford.................................................................................................................................................... Dadeville

		  Matthew Jean Savoie........................................................................................................................................ Pensacola, Florida

	 ***	 Sierra Colleen Schmidt................................................................................................................................. Alpharetta, Georgia

		  C. Elizabeth Snipes................................................................................................................................. Charlottesville, Virginia

	 ***	 Matthew Song.................................................................................................................................................................Huntsville

		  Julius Terrel Tate............................................................................................................................................................Huntsville

	 *	 Timothy Matthew Tatum...................................................................................................................................................Opelika

		  Jennifer Ashley Carithers Thomas..................................................................................................................................... Mobile

	 **	 Jennifer Beatty Myer Thomason............................................................................................................................. Montgomery

	 *	 Jerrod Shane Tidwell.............................................................................................................................................. Muscle Shoals

		  Breanna Potter Tigue..................................................................................................................................................... Scottsboro

		  Jerry Thomason Twiggs........................................................................................................................................... Montgomery

	 ***	 June Rawls Twiggs.................................................................................................................................................... Montgomery

		  Danielle Elizabeth Valcana....................................................................................................................... Picayune, Mississippi

		  Robert Douglas Valcana............................................................................................................................................ Hazel Green

		  Aaron Coleman Vaughan-Turner.................................................................................................................................... Glencoe

		  Shewanda Latrice Vines................................................................................................................................................. LaFayette

		  Andrew Winfield Wallace........................................................................................................................................ Birmingham

		  Nylvia Ware....................................................................................................................................................Columbus, Georgia

		  Amy Katherine Weaver....................................................................................................................................... Sebring, Florida

		  Constance Nichole Williams............................................................................................................................................ Stockton

		  Kellie Jo Wilson................................................................................................................................................................... Dothan

	 *	 CUM LAUDE  
	 **	 MAGNA CUM LAUDE
	 ***	 SUMMA CUM LAUDE
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	 **	 Landon Blake Windham..........................................................................................................................................Midland City

	 **	 Robert Ross Harless Woods..........................................................................................................................................Huntsville

	 **	 Bradley John Yelvington.............................................................................................................................. Alpharetta, Georgia

	 *	 Jeffrey Burke Yother, Jr.....................................................................................................................................................Gadsden

	 ***	 Megan Leigh Zeek....................................................................................................................................... Johns Creek, Georgia

IN ABSENTIA

		  Jocelyn Evelyn Amoo........................................................................................................................................................ Daphne

		  Mary Jena Barrow..................................................................................................................................................Butler, Georgia

	 +	 Bret Alexander Walsh................................................................................................................................................ Birmingham

		  Daniel Adam Wyatt................................................................................................................................................... Birmingham

	 *	 CUM LAUDE  
	 **	 MAGNA CUM LAUDE
	 ***	 SUMMA CUM LAUDE
	 +	 Anticipated degree completion of Summer 2015
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Academic Honors
	 With Honor......................................................Cum Laude
	 With High Honor.............................. Magna Cum Laude
	 With Highest Honor........................Summa Cum Laude

Student Graduation Marshal
The Dean selects as marshal a student who has provided distinguished 

service to their school.  They are identified by the gold honor drape.

Honorary Apparel of Graduates
	 Member of Kappa Psi Pharmaceutical Fraternity............................................... red/gray cords
	 Member of Phi Delta Chi Pharmaceutical Fraternity..................................maroon/gold cords
	 Member of Phi Lambda Sigma Pharmacy Leadership Society..................... green/gold cords
	 Member of Rho Chi Pharmacy Honor Society............................................................medallions

Academic Regalia
Academic regalia worn during graduation is based on attire from the 12th and 13th centuries when universities were being founded.  
Academic dress and accoutrements have been used in the United States since colonial times.  To maintain tradition and recognition 
of academic regalia, little has changed in the symbolism of pattern and color since the Middle Ages.  In 1895, an intercollegiate com-
mission adopted a standardized code for the use of academic gowns, hoods, and caps, which included regulation of style and mate-
rials.  Colors were prescribed to represent different fields of learning.  Since then, few revisions have been made to the code, which is 
followed by the majority of colleges and universities in the United States, including Auburn University.

Gowns
Except for a few universities, academic gowns are all black. The bachelor’s gown is the simplest of the three types.  The master’s gown 
is similar but has sleeves with an extra long extension.  Because it represents the highest degree, the doctoral gown is fuller throughout 
and has pleated bell-shaped sleeves.  It is trimmed with a velvet band that circles the neck and descends the front, and it has velvet bars 
on the sleeves.

Hoods
Historically, the academic hood was literally a garment to protect the wearer from foul weather.  Today, it is the identifying symbol of 
the degree and the length indicates which degree it represents: three and a half feet for master’s and four feet for the doctoral degree.  
The velvet edging of the hood identifies the major field of learning; maize for agriculture, blue violet for architecture, drab for business, 
orange for engineering, light blue for education, russet for forestry, maroon for human sciences, white for liberal arts, golden yellow for 
sciences and math, apricot for nursing, olive green for pharmacy, and gray for veterinary medicine.  The orange and blue satin lining 
shows that the degree was conferred at Auburn University.  The faculty who march in the academic processional show a range of col-
ors marking their degrees and institutions.
     
The traditional rule for hoods is that a candidate for a degree should not wear the hood until the degree is conferred.   However, at Au-
burn University, master’s degrees are conferred en masse and degree candidates wear hoods throughout the ceremony.  Recipients of 
the doctoral degree are hooded during the ceremony. These candidates do not wear the hood in the academic processional, but receive 
the hood when the degree is conferred.  

Caps and Tassels
The black mortar board is the typical headwear worn; some faculty have black tams.  All caps have tassels.  Faculty and candidates for 
master’s and doctoral degrees wear gold tassels. Candidates earning a degree in pharmacy have olive-colored tassels to represent their 
field of study.  Candidates begin the ceremony with the tassels on the right front side; after all degrees are conferred, they are instruct-
ed to move the tassel to the left side.

Gonfalons
Gonfalons are banners that originated in medieval Italy to identify a state or office.  In Auburn University commencements, each col-
lege and school is represented by its own gonfalon, which is carried into the ceremony by a student marshal, who is selected from the 
graduating class.

REFERENCE
Harris, A.L. (2005). Academic Ceremonies.  Council for Advancement and Support of Education.

Sullivan, E. (1997).  An Academic Costume Code and an Academic Ceremony Guide.
American Universities and Colleges, 15th Edition.  Retrieved, November 11, 2008, from http://www.acenet.edu.



Oath OF A

Pharmacist
I promise to devote myself to a lifetime of service to others
through the profession of pharmacy.  In fulfilling this vow:

I will CONSIDER THE WELFARE OF HUMANITY AND RELIEF OF 
SUFFERING MY PRIMARY CONCERNS.

I will APPLY MY KNOWLEDGE, EXPERIENCE, AND SKILLS TO 
THE BEST OF MY ABILITY TO ASSURE OPTIMAL OUTCOMES FOR 
MY PATIENTS.

I will RESPECT AND PROTECT ALL PERSONAL AND HEALTH 	
INFORMATION ENTRUSTED TO ME.

I will ACCEPT THE LIFELONG OBLIGATION TO IMPROVE MY 	
PROFESSIONAL KNOWLEDGE AND COMPETENCE.

I will HOLD MYSELF AND MY COLLEAGUES TO THE HIGHEST 
PRINCIPLES OF OUR PROFESSION’S MORAL, ETHICAL AND LEGAL  
CONDUCT.

I will EMBRACE AND ADVOCATE CHANGES THAT IMPROVE 
PATIENT CARE.

I will UTILIZE MY KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS, EXPERIENCES, AND 
VALUES TO PREPARE THE NEXT GENERATION OF PHARMACISTS.

I take these vows voluntarily with the full realization of 
the responsibility with which I am entrusted by the public.



T H E  A U B U R N  C R E E D

I BELIEVE THAT THIS IS A PRACTICAL WORLD 

AND THAT I CAN COUNT ONLY ON WHAT I EARN.

THEREFORE, I BELIEVE IN WORK, HARD WORK.

I BELIEVE IN EDUCATION, WHICH GIVES ME THE KNOWLEDGE TO WORK WISELY 

AND TRAINS MY MIND AND MY HANDS TO WORK SKILLFULLY.

I BELIEVE IN HONESTY AND TRUTHFULNESS, WITHOUT WHICH

I CANNOT WIN THE RESPECT AND CONFIDENCE OF MY FELLOW MEN.

I BELIEVE IN A SOUND MIND, IN A SOUND BODY AND A SPIRIT THAT IS NOT AFRAID

AND IN CLEAN SPORTS TO DEVELOP THESE QUALITIES.

I BELIEVE IN OBEDIENCE TO LAW BECAUSE IT PROTECTS THE RIGHTS OF ALL.  

I BELIEVE IN THE HUMAN TOUCH, WHICH CULTIVATES SYMPATHY WITH MY FELLOW

MEN AND MUTUAL HELPFULNESS AND BRINGS HAPPINESS FOR ALL.

I BELIEVE IN MY COUNTRY, BECAUSE IT IS A LAND OF FREEDOM

AND BECAUSE IT IS MY OWN HOME, AND THAT I CAN BEST SERVE THAT COUNTRY

BY “DOING JUSTLY, LOVING MERCY, AND WALKING HUMBLY WITH MY GOD.”

AND BECAUSE AUBURN MEN AND WOMEN BELIEVE IN THESE THINGS,

I BELIEVE IN AUBURN AND LOVE IT.

G E O R G E   P E T R I E


