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Embedded Writing

Significant writing instruction beyond the core

Designed by each program to meet their needs

Follow principles developed by 
a committee on writing 

Periodic review by faculty committee to ensure 
continued improvement in writing



Signs of Engaged Faculty

More 

assessment?

Isn’t that the 

English 

department’s job?

Writing… critical 

thinking… cool!

No problem – 

we’re already 

doing that.

What do we know 

about teaching 

writing? 

with thanks to Tony 

Overfelt, Professor of 

Mechanical 

Engineering



Embed Writing in Every Major

On Deck Approved

Overall: 88.5% complete



Periodic Review

University Writing Committee work for this year:

How can we make this process most useful to 
departments and faculty?

How do we best support faculty efforts to 
improve writing and writing instruction?

What kind of rotation schedule makes the most 
sense for departments and the committee?



Enhancing the Culture of Writing

Support for Students

Support for Faculty

Celebrate and Promote Writing

Research and Assessment

Outreach



Support for Students

Miller Writing Center

• New Coordinator of Student Services, Travis Adams

• Relocated Haley site to LRC

Facilitated Graduate Writing Groups

• Positive but not sustainable

• WriteFest instead

Other Activities

• Residence Life Programs

• Workshops by request

• Now hiring tutors for Spring 2012



Support for Faculty

Writing Symposium – 2010-11
• 39 faculty from 29 different departments

• 18 earned Certificate of Completion

• 12 presented at Poster Reception earlier this term

2011-12 Writing Symposium 
• Topics focus on assessment and writing to learn

• October 19 and 20 – scaffolding for student success

• November 9 & 10 –grading and program assessment

Digital Symposium – coming soon on website

Departmental and Individual Consultations
• Contact us to discuss your needs



Resources on line

www.auburn.edu/writing



Celebrate & Promote Writing



Research and Assessment

NSSE Consortium of Colleges Studying Writing

• More detailed view of writing practices at Auburn

• Being featured as a Lesson from the Field

Assessment of Our Activities

• 2010-11 = 4,369 consultations

• 41% return for another visit; average = 2.5 visits

Longitudinal Study

• 5 year study of change in faculty conceptions or practices



Outreach

Alabama Humanities Foundation 
Super Emerging Scholars

With Other Auburn Units and 
Departments

National Consortium of Writing 
Across Communities



Office of University Writing

www.auburn.edu/writing

www.auburn.edu/writing

We believe in hard work

And we love it

http://www.auburn.edu/writing
http://www.auburn.edu/writing
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