
Active Shooter

Response Training

Chance D. Corbett

AU Public Safety & Security



NEW TRAINING

CLASS LENGTH:  2 HOURS 

TARGET AUDIENCE: ALL STUDENTS & EMPLOYEES

INSTRUCTORS:  AUBURN UNIVERISTY

    DEPT. OF PUBLIC SAFETY

    & SECURITY



OPTIONS TO MAKE DECISIONS

• We provide OPTIONS that you may use should 

you ever find yourself in a dangerous or 

threatening situation.

• The course is designed to help you be prepared 

to make DECISIONS that could prevent you 

from being injured and may even save your life 

and the lives of others.



HISTORY



POLICE RESPONSE

• History Lesson Summary

• Prior to 1966 (Univ. of Texas, Austin)

• Police officers not trained but had to deal with it

• 1968 SWAT became the answer 

• (Officers = Perimeter)

• 1999 – Columbine changed it all

• Police set up a perimeter and waited on SWAT

• NOW

• Active Shooter response by Law Enforcement



TRAINING?

• Most people are not trained on how to 

react or respond.

• The natural reaction is to just get under 

a table and hide.

• We have to provide more options.



WHO IS TRAINED?

• We train the police, shouldn’t we train 

the campus community?

• Students learn how to “Lockdown” in 

middle and high school, but is it 

enough?



“LOCKDOWN”

• In many cases, employees and students 

are taught or instructed to do the 

following:

• RECEIVE THE “LOCKDOWN” ORDER

• LOCK THE DOOR (if they can),

• TURN THE LIGHTS OFF, and 

• HIDE IN THE CORNER

• PLACE A CARD UNDER THE DOOR?



IN THEIR OWN WORDS

(Virginia Tech)

HIDE OR KEEP HIM OUT

ALICE Videos/3 Quick Thinking Saved Lives (CBS News) Zach Petkowitz.mp4


PREVIOUS TRAINING 

• Auburn University
• No formal training

• We assume people will lock the doors

• In MANY cases the doors will not lock

• Oh well, there’s nothing you can do, RIGHT?

  We MUST change that reaction.





WHAT IS THE 

ANSWER?



TRAINING & EXERCISES

• A.L.E.R.R.T. Training

• Alabama Dept. of Homeland Security

• Active Shooter Response Training

• AU Dept. of Public Safety & Security

• Videos and the internet



FULL SCALE EXERCISES

• December 16, 2009

• March 17, 2011

• Future dates TBD



WHAT IS A.L.I.C.E. 

• A - ALERT

• L - LOCKDOWN

• I - INFORM

• C - COUNTER

• E - EVACUATE

• These are NOT steps, rather options….



A:  ALERT

• ALERT: 

• How you are alerted to the danger and how 

you tell others.



L: LOCKDOWN

• Shows you how to not only lock the door but to use 

what you have to barricade the door and prevent the 

aggressor from making it into your safe area.  

Lockdown has three goals:

• 1. Keep the aggressor out of your safe room/area

• 2. Discourage the aggressor or at least slow him/her down

• 3. Give the police more time to respond before the aggressor 

   can hurt you or others.



CAN YOU DO THIS?



CAN YOU DO THIS?



I: INFORM

• Provide continual communication with police and 

others, keeping the staff and students informed.  This 

will allow for the following:

• 1. Better decision making

• 2. Faster notification of the police and others

• 3. A quicker and more efficient police response



C: COUNTER

• As a last resort, use the skills taught in the 

training to throw items at the aggressor to 

distract, disorient, stress and allow you and 

others to take the person to the ground and 

hold him/her down until police arrive.



E: EVACUATE

• Run from the aggressor thereby reducing the 

number of potential targets for the shooter 

and allowing you to get to a safer place.



CAMPUS AND BEYOND

• Over 3000 people trained on campus

• Civic Organizations

• Alabama Senate and House of Rep.

• Alabama Dept. of Transportation

• City of Auburn Schools & others

• Cooperative Extension System



REVIEWS

• Each participant is asked to complete a 

survey

• 100% positive results

• Most common comment:  EMPOWERED



AUBURN UNIVERSITY

Auburn University A.L.I.C.E. video

A draft video introduction to the ALICE 

program for Auburn University.  

The classroom session is always a better 

way to learn about this program.

VIDEO

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sYn5HMMSz6Y


EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

• 1 Hour Session

• Topics include:

• Emergency Procedures

• Severe Weather

• Fire

• Medical Emergency

• AU ALERT

• Campus Safety



QUESTIONS?
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