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Sustainability
at Auburn University



Sustainability

Meeting human needs now and in the future 

in a fair, just, and equitable way 

while protecting and maintaining healthy 
ecosystems in perpetuity.

“Creating a safe and just place for all of 
humanity within the means of our life-
giving planet.” Kate Raworth, Oxford University
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Auburn University 
Sustainability Policy

“….Auburn University considers sustainability 
a core value and strives for excellence in 

sustainability through continuous assessment 
and improvement.”



Auburn University 



Auburn’s 
Contributions 
to Global 
Sustainable 
Development
Goals 



U.S. Chapter created December 2018, at Columbia University

“…we are building a global network of universities, 
research centers, and other knowledge institutions to 
translate the latest expertise in sustainable 
development into action.”

1500 universities in 140 countries. 130 U.S. universities.



http://sustain.auburn.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/SDG-
REPORT-FINAL_September-2021.pdf





THE STATUS OF SUSTAINABILITY

AT AUBURN UNIVERSITY

Sustainability Tracking Assessment & Rating System

https://reports.aashe.org/institutions/auburn-university-
al/report/2022-02-04/



Exemplary Practice
(23 options)

Innovation
(up to 4)

STARS v2.2

THE ASSESSMENT TOOL

29%

20%

35%

16%

Point Allocation by Category

Academics 
(11 credits)

Engagement 
(15 credits)

Planning/Administration 
(14 credits)

Operations 
(23 credits)



STARS RATINGS

*As of 4/5/22 

Average 
Score

35

Average 
Score

54

Average
Score

70

Average 
Score

87

Bronze
45

Silver
168

Gold
144

Platinum
10

Reporter

Auburn
64.13

25 45 65 85



LEED Buildings at Auburn University





• 26.4% higher cognitive test 

scores.

• 6.4% better sleep quality.

• 30% fewer health symptoms.

Cognition Impacts of Green Certified Buildings 

thecogfxstudy.com 



Aquaponics - Integrated Plant + Fish Greenhouse



What’s next for Auburn University?



http://ushpcn.org/



➢ CAP 2.0 Reaffirm and strengthen 
our climate commitment, and 
prioritize actions to fulfill our 
climate commitments and goals.

CAP 2.0



The Stuttgart Solar Energy Center 
(Photo: Entergy Arkansas)

Solar Energy

Auburn’s greatest opportunity for impact

Purchased electricity




